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ABSTRACT

The work is a grammar of Mohawk, as spoken at the Akwesasne
(st. Regis) Reserve, The Reserve is located in southern Canada in
the provinces of Ontario and Quebec and in northern New York State,
Franklin County.

Mohawk is one of six Northern Iroquoian languages. It is spoken
today by people at six reserves in Canada and the United States. The
grammar is based on fieldwork carried out at Akwesasne during nine
months during the period from May 1969 through June 1971.

The grammar presents a synchronic descriptive analysis of Akwesasne
Mohawk, although diachronic information is also included., It contains
an introduction dealing with general characteristics of Mohawk, with
the definition of the word, and with word-formation. Chapters which
follow deal with a detailed discussion of phonemics and morphophonemics.,
The major part of the grammar is concerned with the structure and use
of verbs, The different parts of Mohawk verbs are discussed: verb
bases, pronominal prefixes, verbal prefixes, and verbal suffixes.
Nominal constructions are also explained., There are some statements
concerning syntax, although this is not a focus of the grammar.

Finally, the work includes ethnographic information, especially
as it relates to langusge use. In this context, the domain of kinship
terminology is discussed, both in terms of structure and usage.



SOMMAIRE

Le présent travail est une grammaire de la langue Mohawk telle
que parlée sur la réserve d'Akwesasne (St. Regis). La réserve est
située 3 1la frontiere canado-américaine, au sud des provinces du
Québec et de 1'Ontario et au nord de 1'Etat de New York, dans le
comté de Franklin,

La langue Mohawk est 1'une des six qui forment le sous-groupe
linguistique "Iroquois du Nord.'" On la parle aujourd'hui dans six
réserves du Canada et des Etats-Unis. Les données nécessaires a ce
travail ont été recueillies au cours de neuf mois de travail sur le
terrain, échelonnés sur une période allant de mai 1969 a Jjuin 1971,

Cette grammaire est surtout une analyse descriptive synchronique
du Mohawk d'Akwesasne mais elle comporte aussi des données d'ordre
diachronique, L'introduction traite des caractéristiques générales
de 1la langue, de la définition du mot et de la formation des mots. Les
chapitres suivants concernent la phonétique et la morphophonétique.
La majeure partie de la grammaire traite de la structure et de l'emploi
des verbes, ainsi que de leurs principales composantes: les bases, les
préfixes pronominaux, les préfixes et les suffixes verbaux. On retrouvera
aussi l'explication des constructions nominales et un apergu de la
syntaxe, bien que ce ne soit pas 1a le but premier de cette étude.

Enfin le travail comprend des informations d'ordre ethnographique,
principalement en ce qui a trait a 1l'emploi de la langue; ainsi les
termes de parenté sont présentés autant du point de vue de leur

structure que de leur emploi.



PREF ACE

The publication in the Mercury Series of this grammar--the author's
doctoral dissertation for Columbia University--on the Akwesasne (St.
Regis) dialect of Mohawk adds to the resurgence of interest in Iroquoian
languages that has been gaining momentum during the last decade. The
gramm~r is one of three recent papers by Dr., Bonvillain. Her Mohawk
and English Dictionary has already been published by the New York State
Education Department, and she is preparing a teaching grammar for use
in the schools,

A Grammar of Akwesasne Mohawk will serve a number of purposes. It
should provide scholars with close descriptive data for one northern
Iroquoian language, and this is welcome at a time when comparative
interest is running high. Just as important are the possible uses of
the grammar by the Mohawk people themselves, Further, as everyone
knows, language exists in a social and cultural context, and the author
has gone beyond description of linguistic structure alone to include
discussion of the Akwesasne speech community, the changing use of
kinship terms and some of the phonological changes-that have resulted
from contact with European languages.

Michael K. Foster
Iroquoian Ethnologist



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The research for this grammar was carried out at the Akwesasne
(St. Regis) Reserve, St. Regis, Quebec, Canada and Franklin County,
New York. I wish to thank the St. Regis Band Council (Canada) and all
of the people of Akwesasne for the opportunity to live and study on the
Reserve,

It is difficult to express the gratitude I feel for the many
people who helped me with this work., However, I would like to
particularly thank Mrs, Beatrice Francis, without whose knowledge and
patience this work would have not been possible, I also wish to
especially thank Mrs. Mary Thomas, Mrs. Mary Tebo, Mr. Ernest Benedict,
Mr, Paul Caldwell, and Mrs. Florence Benedict for their assistance.

To all these people and many others, I wish to express my thanks
for helping in collecting the material for this grammar and for their
patience at my mistakes,

I also would like to gratefully thank Mrs. Gloria Thompson, the
late Mr. Ronald Thompson, and Mrs. Bernice Seymour for their kind
hospitality.

I owe an enormous intellectual and personal debt to my advisor
and sponsor, Professor Harvey Pitkin, I wish to thank him for his
helpful guidance and insightful advice throughout my graduate career
at Columbia University, I also wish to thank Professor Floyd G.
Lounsbury for his aid, both direct and indirect, in the analysis of an
Iroquoian language., The linguistic analysis of 2fkwesasne Mohawk which
is presented in this grammar is heavily influenced by Lounsbury's work,

partly as presented in his Oneida Verb Morphology and partly as discussed




with him in class and privately., I would especiaslly like to note his
advice on the organization of the verbal aspect suffixes. Most of the
terminology used in this grammar for the labelling of affixes is
consistent with Lounsbury's work., In addition, I would like to mention

the influence of the work of Professor Wallace Chafe (A Semantically

Based Sketch of Onondaga; Meaning and the Structure of Language) from

which ideas about agent/patient relations have been adopted.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the financial support which
made my fieldwork possible: a Dissertation Improvement Grant from the
National Science Foundation; three Contracts in Ethnology and
Linguistics from the National Museums of Canada; and a grant from the

Freida Foundation, New York.



.. &y

2.0.

3.0.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introductory: Ethnography
Introductory: Language
2.1. Iroquoian
2.2. Mohawk
2.3. Language
2.3.1. Principles of Language
2.3.2, Terminology
2.3.3. Symbols
2.4. Definition of the Word
2.4.1, Words
2.4,2, Syllables
2.5, TFormation of the Word
2.5.1. The Verb
2.5.2. The Noun
2.5.3. The Particle
Phonemics
3.1. Inventory of Consonant Phonemes
3.2. Distribution of Consonant Phonemes
3.3, Peripheral Phonemic Consonants
3.4. Inventory of Vowel Phonemes
3.5, Distribution of Vowel Phonemes
3.6,  Peripheral Phonemic Vowel

3.7. Suprasegmentals

14
14
14
15
15
16
18
18
18
21
23
23
25
26
R7
27
35
36
41
42
L2
43



L,.0, Morphophonemics

k.1,

L.?,

Morphophonemic Characteristics of Mohawk

Morphophonemic Rules

b2, 1.

ha2.2,

5.0. Verb Bases

5.1,

5:24

Rules

Ordering

Structure of the Mohawk Verb

Verb Pases

1 .

2.2.2,

e 3

Reflexive/Reciprocal
Incorporated Noun Root

Verb Root

6.0, Pronominal Prefixes

6.1.
b 2,

6.3

6.L.

Introduction

Stem-Classes

Subjective Pronominal Prefixes

6.3, 1.
6.3: 2,
s34« 3
6.3.L.
6.3, 5.
6.3.6.

Semantics

3rd person Singular Subjects

3rd person Non-singular Subjects
Subjective Pronominal Prefixes
Rules (with verb stems)

Rules (with verb prefixes)

Pronominal Prefix Components

Bl Le
6.4.2,
6.4.3.
6.h.L,
bulin5a

Singular Components

Non-Singular Components

Component Co-occurrences

Formation of Non-Singular Prefixes

Paradigms

51
51
52
53
60
66
66
70
70
76
80
82
82
82
84
84
85
38
88
97
102
104
104
104
105
105
107



7'0'

6.5. Objective Pronominal Prefixes
6.5.1. Semantics
6.5.2, Objective Morphemes
6.5.3. Arrangement
6.5.4. Rules
6.5.5. Paradigms
6.6. Transitive Pronominal Prefixes
6.6.1. Transitive Pronominal Prefixes
6.6.2, Summary
6.6.3. Rules
6.6.L. Paradigms
6.7. Kinship Terminology
6.7.1. Introduction
6.7.2. Transitive Prefixes
6.7.3. Terms of Address
6.7.4. Subjective and Objective Prefixes
6.7.5. Ethnographic Correlates and Historical Change
Verbal Prefixes
7.1. Modal Prefixes
7.2, Non-Modal Prefixes
Verbal Suffixes
8.1, Verbal Suffixes
8.2, Verb Formation
8.3. Non-Aspectual Verb Root Suffixes
8.4L. Aspect Suffixes

8.5, Attributive Suffixes

114
114
116
117
118
123
126
126
136
139
145
151
151
152
155
156
158
163
164
172
198
198
199
201
10
218



9.0, Nominal Constructions
9.1. Formal Nouns
9.2, Other Nouns
9.3. Nominal Suffixes
9.4, Personal Possessive Prefixes
9.5. Enumerations
Appendix A: Particles

Appendix B: List of Affix Morphemes

Bibliography



A GRAMMAR OF AKWESASNE MOH AWK

1.0, INTRODUCTORY: AKWESASNE

1.1. Mohawk is 2 northern Iroquoian language spoken by Mohawk
Indians at six reserves in Canada and the United States: Akwesasne
(St. Regis) Reserve, located partly in upper New York State and partly
in the Canadian provinces of Ontario and Quebec; Six Nations Reserve,
located in Ontario; Gibson Reserve, Ontarioj Tyendinags Reserve,
Ontario; Oka Reserve, Quebec; and Caughnawaga Reserve, Quebec,

According to Canadian government documents,l the following figures

represent the populations of these reserves for 1970:

Akwesasne 29632
Caughnawaga L514
Gibson 206
Oka 777
Six Nations 86803
Tyendinaga 2111

The figure for the population on the New York State area of

Akwesasne is: 2,22?.“

1 Linggistic and Cultural Affiliations of Canadian Indian Bands.
Publicatlon of the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Indian Affairs Branch, Ottawa, 1970.

2 fThis figure represents only the residents of the portion of the
Akwesasne Reserve which is located in Canada.

3 This figure represents the entire population of the Six Nations
Reserve which consists of members of the Mohawk, Seneca, Oneida, Onondaga,
Cayuga, and Tuscarora Nations,

L

State of New York, State Interdepartmental Committee on Indian Affairs:
The Indian Today in New York State, page 4. Albany: 1970,




These figures represent the number of people residing at each

reserve and not necessarily the number of speskers of Mohawk.

1.2, Akwesasne Reserve
The Akwesasne Reserve is located, as mentioned above, jointly

in upper New York State (Franklin County) and in the Canadian provinces
of Ontario and Quebec (see map, page 9). The people of Akwesasne are
historically, linguistically, and culturally one people and see
themselves as such, The divisions among them into two national
territories and two provincial territories within Canada are viewed as,
and in reality are, arbitrary delineations imposed by the respective
national governments,

There are four geographically distinct parts of Akwesasne (see
map): 1. Cornwall Island, Ontario, located in the St. Lawrence
River between New York State and the Canadian province of Ontario;
2, St. Regis Village, Quebec, located on a peninsula between the St.
Lawrence River and the St. Regis River; 3, Snye, Quebec, located
on the southern shore of the St, Lawrence Riverj; and 4. the portion
of Akwesasne located in New York State and containing areas known as
State Road, Cook Road, St. Regis Road, Raquette, and Hogansburg. In
addition, numerous islands in the St. Lawrence River east of Cornwall

Island in the province of Quebec form part of Akwesasne.

1.3. The Mohawk Language at Akwesasne
The grammar which follows is based on the Mohawk language
as spoken at Akwesasne, It is difficult to estimate the number of
people at Akwesasne who are speakers of Mohawk. However, a number of

generalizations can be offerred. People of middle age or older are
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almost certain to be Mohawk speakers, With younger people, especially
in their teens or younger, there is great variability. Some children
grow up bilingual in Mohawk and English while others speak only English,
A small number of children spesk only Mohawk until they enter school.
However, it seems that among children under 15 years of age, the
majority speak only English, although many of these are able to
understand Mohawk,

In addition to age, geographical residence on the Reserve seems
to be a factor in the number of Mohawk speakers, In general, of the
four major geographic areas (see 1.2. above), a higher proportion of
the residents of Snye and Cornwall Island are speakers of Mohawk than
those people living in St. Regis Village and New York State., This
general difference in percentage of speakers refers mainly to the
younger people -- those in their twenties or younger -- since almost
all of the people of Akwesasne over 30 years of age speak Mohawk.

Most people at Akwesasne speak English, although some old
people and a few pre-school children speak only Mohawk, French is
spoken by some Akwesasne residents, also generally older people.

There has been much concern expressed recently about the decrease
in the general use of the Mohawk language at Akwesasne and about the
inability of many young people to speak their langusge. This concern
has been expressed along with the resurgence of many aspects of traditional
Mohawk culture, And both of these concerns have arisen with the
awakening and strengthening of pride in the people's identity as
Indian and as Mohawk.

Encouragement of the use of the Mohawk language has been concretely

evidenced by the inclusion of the teaching of Mohawk in the curriculum
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of the three elementary schools on the Canadian side of the Reserve,

These schools are located one each on Cornwall Island, St. Regis
Village, and Snye, Language courses were begun in the spring of 1969
at these schools and have continued to the present, although with some
interruptions., Classes in the Mohawk language were begun in the spring
of 1971 at Salmon River Central High School in New York State. Mohawk
students from Akwesasne account for approximately 50% of the total
school enrollment at Salmon River Central. The language classes,
taught by an Akwesasne Mohawk speaker and teacher, are optional for the
entire school. The great majority of the students in the classes are

Mohawk although a few white students also attend,?
1.4. Linguistic Fieldwork

1.4.1. Length of Field Stay
The fieldwork for the grammar was conducted at the
Akwesasne Reserve during nine months during the period from May 1969

through June, 1971,

1.4.2., Informants
Three regular informants were employed in the study.
During the period of fieldwork, an average of five hours per day for five
days per week were spent in elicitation., In addition to these
three informants, many other Akwesasne residents were consulted

concerning the language.

> One "official" problem in instituting language courses at the
schools has been the scarcity of Mohawk speakers who have teaching
certificates, This requirement, existing in both Canada and the
United States, has unnecessarily stood in the way of comprehensive
innovations in the schools serving Akwesasne in terms of both
language and culture courses,
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Of the regular informants, work was done predominantly with B.F.,
a woman in her late 30's., She is fluent in both Mohawk and English and
also has some knowledge of French, having at one time studied in a
French-run boarding school in Quebec. The two other regular informants,
M.T. and M,T.T., are both women in their 60's, Both are fluent in
Mohawk and English, All of the informants are able to read and write,
to some extent, the form of written Mohawk introduced by Jesuit

missionaries in the 17th century.

1.4.3. Elicitation
Three major types of elicitation procedures were employed
in the fieldwork: single-word elicitation, sentence-elicitation, and
text-elicitation. Research began with simple single-word elicitation
but rapidly expanded to include phrase- and sentence-elicitation.

At several points in the fieldwork, reference was made to the two
available studies of other northern Iroquoian languages.6 These works
were used in a few instances as guidelines to what kinds of structures
could be expected to come up in the elicitation of Mohawk.

The bulk of the elicitation, especially with the main informant,
B.F., was based on the use of text. This method was found to be highly

productive since it presented a large portion of "real speech'" and

6 Chafe, Wallace. Seneca Morphology and Dictionary. Washington, DC:
Smithsonian Press, 1967.

Lounsbury, Floyd. Oneida Verb Morphology. Yale University
Publications in Anthropology No. 48, 1953,

The work of Paul Postal (see bibliography) was not consulted as the
basis for this grammar.

Also, note should be made that, for the most part, the terminology
used in this grammar to label Mohawk affixes is consistent with the
terminology that is generally accepted for Iroquoian languages and
used in the cited works,
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thus enabled the elicitation of many structures which do not readily
appear in isolated utterances.

A number of types of text was used. One was stories and
narratives of actual events, Another was recipes or descriptions of
how to make or do things. A third was the use of existing materials
written in Mohawk script. And a fourth was the use of actual taped
conversations between several people which was then transcribed.
This last type of text was perhaps the singly most effective for
elicitation although all types were invaluable.

All text material was then used as the basis of detailed
paradigmatic elicitation of particular verbal, nominal, and syntactic

constructions.



2.0, INTRODUCTORY: LANGUAGE

As mentioned in 1.1. above, Mohawk is 3 northern Iroquoian
language. The other northern Iroquoian languages are: Oneida, Onondaga,
Cayuga, Scneca, and Tuscarora, A related Iroquoian language, called
southern Iroquoian, is Cherokee. Of these, Mohawk is most closely
related to Oneida. Although Mohawk and Oneida have many similar words

in common, they are not mutually intelligible,

2.1, Iroquoian
According to Lounsbury, the approximate time depth for the
Iroquoian language family is LOOO years. The approximate time depth
for the divergence of the northern and southern Iroquoian languages is
2500 years, And the approximate time depth for the divergence of

Mohawk and Oneida is 1000 years.l

2.2, Mohawk
The grammar which is presented in the present work is based

on the language spoken at Akwesasne. Akwesasne Mohawk is one of six
mutually-intelligible dislects of Mohawk which are spoken at six reserves
in southern Canada and northern New York State (see 1.0. above.).

Since these dialects are, by definition, mutually-intelligible,
most of the grammatical rules governing Akwesasne Mohawk are also
applicable in the other Mohawk dialects. However, there are certain

phonological, morphophonemic, and lexical differences. Therefore,

1 Lounsbury, Floyd. Seminar in Iroquoian Linguistics. Yale
University. March 1971,
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unless otherwise stated, the term '"Mohawk" used throughout this work
refers specifically to Akwesasne Mohawk. Research is currently being
carried out and a grammar is being prepared of the Caughnawaga dialect
of Mohawk, It will be very interesting and useful to pursue comparative
studies among the various Mohawk dislects as the material becomes

available,
2.3. Language

2.3.1. Principles of Language
A langusge is a system of systems which interact and
are interrelated in all areas of sound, structure, and meaning.

The importance of language lies in its function in communication.
Indeed, it is the only systematic means of communication available or
even conceivable, As such, the pivotal area of language in its
function as communication is the semantic area , or area of meaning.
Features and rules of sound and structure in language determine the
forms by which meaning is communicated. Study is made of such
linguistic rules in order to determine the ways in which the semantic
organization of the language is'conveyed, However, a study of
phonological and structural rules without the relation of such rules
to semantics, is, in all ways, meaningless,

The present grammar, then, will proceed as follows:

1. an introductory discussion of the definition and

delineation of words will be given in 2.4, and 2.5,
below;

2. a description of the sound system of Mohawk will be

given in Chapter 3;
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3, a discussion of general morphophonemic rules will be
given in Chapter 4;

L. a discussion of linguistic systems and rules applicable
to verbs will be given in Chapters 3 through 6;

5., a discussion of linguistic systems and rules spplicable
to nouns will be given in Chapter 9.

A detailed study of syntax is not within the scope of this
grammar, However, syntactic relationships are of great relevance to
the specification of the semantics of the morphological affixes. The
semantic labels given to the affixes in the following chapters are
therefore to be understood as temporary. They are generally consistent
with labels in the literature of Iroquoian languages. A more exact
specification of the semantics of verbal and nominal affixes awaits a

fuller trestment of the syntax of Mohawk.

2.3.2. A Note on Terminology
The general discussion of language in the preceding

section (2,3. above) should make it clear that language is not
conceived of in terms of strict levels. That is, the systems of sound,
structure, and semantics are not seen to comprise discrete, isolable
levels of language, but rather are seen to interact and be interrelated
throughout, However, aspects of sound, structure, and semantics can be
isolated at some points in a discussion of individual units. That is,
levels of language can be labelled in the process of an analysis and
description, These labels are useful in referring to certain systems
of linguistic phenomena which do differ in important respects. The

important point to keep in mind is that such linguistic "levels'" are
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not separate but sre thoroughly interrelated and interacting.

The following terms will be used in this work:

1. phonemics: the linguistic system of the organization of souna.

2. phoneme: 5 minimal range unit of sound which can be
specified in terms of articulatory and/or acoustic
features; it functions in the differentiation of
meaning although it contains no inherent meaning
in itself,

3. morphophonemics: the linguistic system of rules which operate
in the organization of sound., Rules of morphophonemics
account for the phonological adjustments of
morphemes when they co-occur in adjacent positions
as the result of morpheme combinations within a
word,

L. morphology: the linguistic system of the organization of units
of sound and meaning within a unit called a "word"
(see 2.4. below,).

5. morpheme: a minimal unit of sound and meaning whose phonemes
cannot be further segmented and assigned to
meanings, A morpheme may represent a single
semantic component (e.g. lst person singular
subject) or it may contain a unity of semantic
components (e.g. lst person singular subject and
2nd person singular object).

6., syntax: the linguistic system of relationships and

juxtapositions of words within multi-word

constructions.
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7. semantics: the linguistic system of meaning.

Again, these terms are used as defined but they do not represent
separate "levels." Rather, they are the means of labelling specific
interrelated and inseparable systems of language in order to specify

the characteristics of each and discuss their interaction.

2.3.3. A Note on Symbols
The symbols employed in the present work are as follows:

/ / :+ phonemic brackets; symbols written between such
brackets are phonemes.

[ ] : phonetic brackets; symbols written between such
brackets represent phones,

{ } : morphemic brackets; symbols written within such
brackets constitute a morpheme or a morpheme
cluster,

F : "in the envirorment of'; for example: /t/ —» d/_V,
i.e. the phoneme /t/ is realized as its allophone
[d] in the environment described as "preceding a
a vowel,"

—> ¢ M"is realized as''; see example above.

2.4. Definition of the Word

2.4L.1, The Mohawk word can be defined on the basis of
phonological, morphophonemic, morphological, syntactic, and semantic

characteristics.

2.4L.11, Phonological Characteristics

In terms of phonology, a Mohawk word can be defined
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as a sequence of phonemes which are isolated from other sequences of
phonemes by features of juncture, or pause, both at the beginning and
at the end of the sequence. The sequence of phonemes comprising a

word is also accompanied by suprasegmental features of vowel length and
stress. In Mohawk, the features of vowel length is optional; that is,
a word does not necessarily have to contain a long vowel. The feature
of stress is obligatory, however, All Mohawk words? must contain one
and only one stressed vowel, The determination of the placement of
stress within the word is complex and will be discussed in detail in
3.7.1. below, Generally, though, stress is placed on the penultimate
vowel, Most exceptions to this general rule can be accounted for by
subsidiary rules which shift stress from the penultimate to a preceding

vowel (see 3,7.2. for the conditions of this adjustment.).

2.4.12, Morphophonemic Characteristics
In terms of morphophonemics, a Mohawk word can be

defined as a unit within which morphophonemic rules are applied. That
is, morphophonemic rules are relevant only within a word and not between
words, These rules result in the phonological adjustments of separate
morphemes as they co-occur and are combined within the boundaries of a
word, They do not apply across syntactic sequences,

Mohawk, as all other Iroquoian languages, is characterized by
great complexity on the morphophonemic level, The rules which make
up the morphophonemic system will be discussed in Chapter 4 and in other

appropriate sections of the grammar,

2 There are certain particles (see Appendix A) which occur
unstressed,



2.4.13. Morphological Characteristics
In terms of morphology, a Mohawk word can be
defined as a unit characterized by the presence and arrangement of
members of a specific number of morpheme classes, The ordering and
membership of these classes depend upon the type of word concerned,
That is, nouns and verbs are generally characterized by being composed
of members of different morpheme classes (see 2.5. below.).

Morphemic brackets are used as defined in 2.3.3. above. That
is, they encompass segments which are either monomorphemic or morpheme
clusters. A morpheme cluster so designated is a fused unit which
functions externally as a single morphemic unit although historically
it may be composed of a cluster of separate semantic components. For
example, certain pronominal prefixes are treated functionally as single
morphemes while it is recognized that they are composed of specific
morphemic clusters. Most subjective pronominal prefixes for non-
singular subjects contain a component for person and a component for
number (see 6.L4. below). Each cluster of these components representing
a specific pronominal prefix is treated as a fused unit since it
functions as such.

In sum, then, a unit which is called a morpheme may be either a
monomorphemic segment or s cluster of morphemic components. Both
types of "morphemes" are labelled and treated identically because they

are functionally identical.

2.4.14. Syntactic Characteristics
In terms of syntax, a Mohawk word can be defined

a8 a unit which functions as a unit of sound and meaning in lineal



relationships with other similarly constructed and defined units.
A discussion of Mohawk syntax will not be included in the present
grammar, although certain syntactic points will be mentioned as they

relate to other aspects of the language.

2.4.,15, Semantic Characteristics
In terms of semantics, a Mohawk word can be defined
as a unit of sound which is associated with a particular meaning or
meanings, Different types of words, i.e. verbs and nouns, can be
characterized by different general semantic components (see 2,5.

below. ).

2.4.2, Syllables
A syllable is defined as a minimal sequence of sound
which is sble to be accompanied by suprasegmental features of length,
stress, and pitch, By definition, then, a syllable must minimally be
characterized by the presence of a vowel since vowels are able to
co-occur with features of length, stress, and pitch whereas Mohawk

consonants are not so able,

2.4.21, Syllables in Mohawk can be discussed in terms
of the following:
1. vowel-initial; and

2. consonant-initial,

2.,4.,211, A vowel-initial syllable is minimally
a unit comprised of a single vowel: V., It may also be a unit comprised
of a bi-vocalic cluster,

Vowel-initial syllables may be open or closed. That is, if open,
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they end with a vowel (in which case they contain only a single vowel
or a bi-vocalic cluster); if closed, they end with a consonant or
consonant cluster,

Vowel-initial syllable types attested in the data are:

open: \'
Vv

closed: VC VVCC
Vve vecee
vece vvcee

A combined formula can be written for vowel-initial syllables
which accounts for both open and closed syllables:
v(v)(c)(c)(c)
The obligatory member of a vowel-initisl syllable is V., "V" may
be represented by one or two vowels, Closed syllables may end with

from one to three consonants,

2.L.,212, A consonant-initial syllable is minimally

a unit of a single consonant followed by a single vowel: CV. It, too,
may be open or closed; that is, it may end with either a vowel (open)
or a consonant (closed). Such a syllable may begin with either a
single consonant or a consonant-cluster and may end with either a
vowel, a bi-vocalic cluster, a single consonant, or a consonant-cluster,

A combined formula can be written for consonant-initial syllables
which accounts for both open and closed syllables:

c(e)(cyv(vy(e)(c)(c)
The obligatory members of a consonant-initial syllable are CV.

"C" may be represented by from one to three consonants and "V" may be
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represented by one or two vowels, Closed syllables may end with from

one to three consonants,

2,4.22, Syllables in Mohawk can co-occur with
suprasegmental features of length, stress, and pitch. These features
are carried by the vocalic elements in the syllables,

Syllables, that is, vowels, may be long or short and may be
stressed or unstressed, Restrictions exist in Mohawk concerning the
number of syllables within s single word which can be long or
stressed. Restrictions also exist concerning the co-occurrences of
length and stress within a syllable. (see 3.7. for a discussion of

suprasegnental features and co-occurrences, )

2.5. Formation of the Word

Mohawk words are formed out of members of a specific number
of morpheme classes, The morpheme classes which apply depend upon the
type of word which is constructed. There are three major word types
in Mohawk:

1. Verbs

2. Nouns

3. Particles

They will be discussed in turn below,

2.5.1, Verbs
By far the largest number of words in Mohawk are of the
verb word-type. Verbs comprise the central statistical, structural, and
semantic tvpe in Mohawk. A verb can be defined on the basis of both

structural and semantic properties,
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2.5.11, In terms of semantics, a verb contains elements
of meaning which fundamentally convey the idea of an action or state.
Mohawk verbs basically consist of the following semantic components:

1. the specification of the action or state;
2. the specification of the subject (agent) and/or the
object (beneficiary) of the action or state; and
3, modifications of the action or state in terms of components

of mode, aspect, time, space, number, etc.

2.5.12, In terms of structure, s verb contains members
of specific morphological classes which are particular to verbs., The

basic outline of a Mohawk verb is:

Verbal Pronominal Verb Verbal
Prefix Prefix Base Suffix

The verbal prefix class contains modsl and non-modal prefixes
(see Chapter 7); the pronominal prefix class contains prefixes
designating the subject, object, and/or the co-occurrence of a
particular subject and a particular object (see Chapter 6); the verb
base class contains reflexive components, verb roots, and incorporated
noun roots (see Chapter 5); and the verbal suffix class contains verb
root suffixes, aspect suffixes and attributive suffixes (see Chapter 8).

As a class, the verbal prefix class is optional; that is, a verb
can be constructed without the presence of any member of the verbal
prefix class. The class of verbal suffixes is slso optional, some
verbs being constructed without a member of the verbal suffix class.
The other two classes are obligatory; that is, a properly constructed

verb must contain at least one member of each of the classes of pronominal
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prefix and verb base, (For discussions of obligatory and optional
members of each class and co-occurrences of members within each class,

see the appropriate sections in Chapters 5 through & below.)

2,542, Nouns>
The second major word-type is the noun. In Mohawk,
nouns are statistically fewer and structurally simpler than are verbs.
However, they, too, can be defined on the basis of both structural and

semantic properties,

2.5.21. In terms of semantics, a formal noun contains
elements of meaning which fundamentally label a person, animal, place,
or thing. Mohawk nouns also may contain semantic components which

specify person, gender, number, condition, location, etc.

2,5.22, 1In terms of structure, a noun contains members
of specific morphological classes which are particular to nouns. The

basic outline of a Mohawk noun is:

Nominal Noun Nominal
Prefix Stem Suffix

The nominal prefix class contains prefixes which specify the word
as a noun and/or modify the noun in terms of person, number, and
relation to verbs and to other nouns; the noun stem class contains a

single noun root or corpound of noun roots; and the nominal suffix

3 This discussion of Mohawk nouns refers to formal nouns, i.,e, words
which contain nominal morphological features. Morphological verbs
which function as nouns are discussed under verbs., See Chapter 9
for a further discussion of formal nouns,
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class contains suffixes which specify the word as a noun and/or modify
the noun in terms of person, number, attribute, location, or relation
to verbs and to other nouns. (see Chapter 9.)

As a3 class, the nominal suffix class is optional; tﬁat is, a
noun can be constructed without the presence of any member of the
nominal suffix class, The other two classes are obligatory; that is,
a properly constructed noun must contain at least one member of each
of the classes of nominal prefix and noun stem. (For a discussion of
obligatory and optional members of each class and co-occurrences of
members within each class, see the appropriate sections in Chapter 9

below, )

2.5.3. Particles
The last word-type is the particle. In Mohawk, particles
are statistically few and structurally simple., However, certain of

their structural and semantic properties can be discussed.

2.5.31., 1In terms of semantics, a particle generally
expresses ideas of relationships between, and modifications of, other
word-types (i.e. of verbs and nouns). Particles basically express

temporal and spatial relationships and modifications.

2.5.32. In terms of structure, a particle can really
only be defined negatively. That is, a particle is usually a comparatively
short sequence of phonemes and morphemes which does not share any of
the structural features of verbs or of nouns,
Particles will not be discussed in any detail in the present grammar,

although they occur in some examples of verbal and nominal constructions.

(However, see Appendix A for a list of Mohawk particles, )



27

3.0.  PHONEMICS

3.1. Inventory of Consonant Phonemes

There are ten consonant phonemes in Mohawk:

Place of Articulation

~Apico- | Blade-

Blade- !Dorso— Ciobtal
lilveolar |Alveolar

Palatal Velar

|
<

Obstruents: |

Stops ; t Kk o
5 1
o))
5 ! ‘ !
g Affricates i
o -
y
& Spirants | s | h
ct | '
> f ‘
e e
£ Resonants:
. t
. i
] Nasals - n |

Laterals E 1 ‘

Semi - i ‘ y W

Vowels . |

l |

3.1.1 Description of Obstruent Consonants

3.1.11. Stops
The two stops, an apico-alveolar /t/

and a dorso-velar /k/, occur both voiceless ( Ltj, [k] ) and
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voiced (ld], Lg]) according to the following rules:

stop /t /m—gvoiced igl /__(w,y) V

voiceless iﬁ l /___(W) #
| ___C (non-Semi-Vowel)
The allophones [t | and _k| are voiceless and strongly
aspirated at the end of a word or before another consonant,
except when before a consonant identical to itself where it
occurs voiceless but unaspirated; that is, in the clusters
/-tt-/ and /-kk-/, the first stop is unaspirated.
The allophones Ld] and | g| are voiced and released.

For example:

voiced:
/oli:te?/ Loli:de? | "pigeon"
/otahsa/ Lodahsa | Mtailt
/tékeni/ ldégeni | "two"
/oya :kala/ Loyé:galaj "shirt"
/k&:1is/ Lef:1is | "stocking"
voiceless:
/sahset/ Lz4hset | "Hide it! (sg.)"
/ohyétsah/ Lohyétsah | "chin"
/wisk/ Lw{ékj "five"
/3iks/ Liiks | "Ely"

The distribution of the stop /t/ is restricted to some
extent. It never occurs before the semi-vowels /y/ and /w/.
The underlying sequences ¥/ty/ is in all cases represented on

the surface by the sequence /ky/. The surface /ky/ therefore
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may represent underlying /ky/ or underlying */ty/ sequences,
The sequence */tw/ is represented on the surface as /tew/ (see

L.2.14. below.).

For example:
/ohné :kwa/ Lohné: gwa | "cheek"
/kydhtu/ Lgydhdu | "nine"
From an underlying */ty/:l

» [veagyv ]
"T11]1 sit down"
%/atyd :tawih/—— |akvi:tawih | —— _apgvd:dawih |

*/vkatyv/ —— /vkakyv/

"garment"

The third Mohawk stop, a glottal /?/, is sometimes released
with aspiration when occurring at the end of a word. Glottal /?/
occurs as glottal stricture before all words beginning with a vowel.
However, it is not written in this initial position since its
occurrence there is predictable and therefore non-phonemic.

Examples of words with phonemic /?/ are:

/ojiztv:?a/ "bird"

/ahta?/ ""shoe"

Most underlying */ty/ clusters derive from the combination of the
reflexive/reciprocal morpheme § -at- } and a noun or verb stem
beginning with /-y/. In the examples given, the underlying
%/vkét v? "I*11 sit down" can be analyzed as: { v_} future mode;

-k- ¢ 1lst person singular subjective pronominal prefix; i'-pt
reflexive; %-vv} verb root meaning "place,put'. Similarlv the
underlying */atva tawih/ "garment" can be analyzed as: at-
reflexive; «ya rtg- } noun stem meaning "body'": and {-wih} verb
stem "to give". These prefixes. stems and roots will be
discussed further in the appropriate chapters below.



30

3.1.12. Affricate
Only one affricate consonant occurs in
Mohawk: a blade-palatal /j/. It occurs in accordance with the
following phonological rule:
affricate /j/ — voiceless LéJ/C___y,i

voiced |j )/ elsewhere

The voiced allophone [jj sometimes occurs following a glottal
/2/ before /y/ or /i/ in free variation with the voiceless allo-
phone Lcj.

The affricate /j/ is palatal in all of its occurrences
although its palatal quality may be stronger when it precedes
the palatal semi-vowel /y/ or the palatal vowel /i/.

Examples of words with the affricate /j/ are:

/oji:ja/ Lojl:ja] "flower"
/3iks/ Ljiks | eyt
/ahj{ha/ Lahc{ha) "garters"

X el3, Spirants
The spirant /s/ is a blade-alveolar obstruent.
It occurs in accordance with the following phonological rule:
spirant /s/-——+ voiced Lz]/V___V

# v

voiceless [s |/ elsewhere:  C
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For example:

/so0:1ah/ z6:1ah | "duck"
/onisela/ Lonizela | "shelf"
/kahnithsa 2/ Lgahnihsa? | "house"
/stu:ha/ {sdu:ha | "a little bit"
/jiks/ Ljiks | nflyt

In some instances, there is free variation betyeen the
voiced allophone Lz] and the voiceless allophone [s] when in
initial position before a vowel and when following a glottal
/?/ before a vowel.

For some speakers, there is a tendency for the alveolar
/s/ to become a palatal Lé] in the environment /___i. For example:

/ohsi :na/ Lohéi:naj "eg"
/ahsile?/ Lahsile? | "shawl"
Both the alveolar and palatal articulations of /s/ are acceptable

and occur in this environment.

A morphophonemic rule applies to the cluster of alveolar
/s/ and palatal /y/. It is:
*/s/ + */yl— [3/°
The affricate consonant /j/ which occurs in place of the
inadmissable cluster */sy/ is characterized by the blade arti-

culation of /s/ and the palatal articulation of /y/.

The symbol /j/ may therefore represent both the simple phoneme
/3/ and the morphophonemically derived /i/. resulting from the
combination of the vhonemes /5/ and /y/. The one symbol /j/ is
used in both cases since the two segments are phonetically
identical.
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For example:
/té3a?k/ "Break it in one break! (sg.)"
This form comes from an underlying %/tésya?k/ and can be analyzed
as: &\te- l duplicative prefix; {.-s- § 2nd person singular subjective
pronominal prefix; and {-ya?k } verb stem meaning "break'". (These

prefixes, stems, and suffixes will be discussed further in the

appropriate chapters below.)

The spirant /h/ is a voiceless glottal obstruent. Examples

of words in which /h/ occurs are:

/kahndhsa?/ "house™"
/h\;/ "'yes"
3.1.2. Description of Resonant Consonants

3.1.71. Nasal

There is only one nasal consonant phoneme
in Mohawk: an apico-alveolar /n/. It occurs in accordance with
the following phonological rule:
nasal /n/ voiceless Lg}/?___#
voiced (n )/ elsewhere
For example:
/nt:wa?/ Lnl:wa? | "now"
/a?V:na/ La?V:na | "bow and arrow"

/tésta?n/ Ldésda?g] "Stand up! (sg.)"



33

3.1.22. Lateral

There is only one lateral consonant in
Mohawk: an apico-alveolar /1/. It occurs voiced except that it
becomes voiceless in final position within a word. In this envir-
onment, the lateral /1/ is followed by aspiration or "breath."

Examples of words with the lateral /1/ are:

/latha?/ "he™

/kahlu?/ "cradleboard"
/éhlal/ "dog"
/oj{:nekwal/ "yellow, orange"

There is some variability in the sequences of resonant + h
or of h + resonant. That is, certain words with underlying /h +
resonant + h/ sequences may appear with the preceding or follow-

ing /-h-/ deleted. For example :

/akya?tidhna?/ "helt"

/akya?tanha?/ "belt"

/atkalahna?/ "goggle, eyeglasses"
/atkalanha?/ "goggle, eyeglasses"
/ahjinha?/ "garters"

/ahjiha?/ "garters"
/yetstahléhsta?/ "shingles"
/yetstalhéhsta?/ "shingles"
/yekutselahlbhsta?/ "paintbrush"

/yekutselalhbhsta?/ "paintbrush"
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Generally, in these examples, older informants tended to
use the /resonant + h/ sequences while younger informants tended

to use the /h + resonant/ sequences.

3.1.73, Semi-Vowels

The blade-palatal /y/ is a voiced semi-vowel.
It is voiced in all of its occurrences. However, its distribution
is restricted by the following morphophonemic rule:
*/s/ + *y/—3/i/ (see 2.1.13. above)
Examples of words with the semi-vowel /y/ are:
/ya yak/ "six"

/kv :yeh/ "grease"

The dorso-velar semi-vowel /w/ occurs according to the follow-
ing phonological rule:
semi-vowel /w/— voiceless [g)/___#
voiceless [f]/___h
voiced {w]/ elsewhere

For example:

[wisk/ | wi'sk | "eive!
Jowi :1a?/ Low{ :1a? | "baby. infant"
/o?whahsa/ Lo?fahsa | YskirtV

/té :sekw/ Ldézzekg] "pick it up! (sg.)"
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3.2 Distribution of Consonant Phonemes
The following statements account for the distribution

of consonant phonemes:

1. All consonant phonemes occur in word-initial
position.

2. All consonant phonemes occur medially in words.

3. The following consonant phonemes occur word-
finally: /t/, /x/, /2/, /s/, /v/, /n/, /1/, /y/ and /w/. The
palatal affricate /3j/ does not occur in final position in words.

4. Clusters of two consonants may occur word
initially, medially, and finally.

5. Clusters of more than two consonants do not
occur initially in words.

6. Clusters of three or four consonants may occur
medially in words.

7. Tri-consonantal clusters occur finally in
words, but rarely in this position.

8. Clusters of more than three consonants do not

occur finally in words.

The following is a chart of the bi-consonantal clusters
in the data (clusters written /CC/ occur initially and/or

medially; those written /-CC/ occur only medially):
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3.3.

3.3.1.

Peripheral Phonemic Consonants

Description of Peripheral Phonemic Consonants

In addition to the ten consonant phonemes described

above, there are two consonant phonemes which are of limited

occurrence in Akwesasne Mohawk and are considered peripheral.
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They are:
Place of Articulation
Bi-labial
Obstruent: Stop p
Resonant: Nasal m

The bi-labial stop sound /p/ occurs in accordance with the
following phonological rule:

stop /p/ — b/_V

p/ __03
For example:
/aplam/ [apl4m | "Abram, Abraham!
/papa?/ L b4ba? | "Papa
/lapéhpot/ L1abahbot | "catfish; bullhead"

The bi-labial nasal sound /m/ always occurs voiced.

3 It is interesting to consider the problem of whether the stop
sourd /p/ follows the allophonic pattern of the stop phoneme
/t/ or /k/. The question revolves around the occurrence of
/p/ before semi-vowels. No such cluster is attested in the
data. However, there are two possible reasons for this lack:
one, that the clusters %*py and *pw are restricted from occur-
ing (as the clusters */ty/ and */tw/ are restricted); and two,
that since the sound /p/ is of limited occurrence the possible
clusters *py and *pw simply have not been attested. It is
impossible to make any judgments on the merits of either of
these alternatives. They have been suggested in order to bring
up the problem of the distribution of peripheral sounds which
are of foreign origin.
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For example:
/méjis/ "matches"

/thamthaks/ "t humbtacks"
3.3.7. Origin and Restriction

Both bi-labial consonants /p/ and /m/ are of
limited occurrence in Mohawk, attested only in words of foreign,
i.e. French and English, origin. Aside from the question of origin,
there are a number of specific considerations which point to the
peripheral nature and function of these consonants in the sound

system of Mohawk.

3.3.21. One consideration is based on knowledge
of the phonemic systems of other northern Iroquoian languages.
In none of these do bi-labial consonant phonemes occur.h Com-~
parative and historical material also establishes the phonemic
system of proto-Irogquoian as one which lacks bi-labiagl consonants.5
The fact that these sounds are considered phonemic, although

peripheral, in Akwesasne Mohawk, indicates their relatively recent

origin.

b See Lounsbury, Floyd, 1953 (Oneida); Chafe. Wallace, 1967
(Seneca) and 1970 (Onondaga). Also, unpublished material on
Tuscarora and Cayuga supports this statement.

5 Lounsbury, Floyd. Seminar in Iroquoian Linguistics. Yale
University, March 1971.
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3.3.22. Another consideration is based on the
phonological distribution of these bi-labial consonants within a
word. The stop /p/ occurs only once in a consonant cluster:
/aplefm/6 "Abram, Abraham"

The stop /p/ is not attested preceding any other consonant nor
following any consonant. The nasal /m/ is never attested in any
consonant cluster.

Also, the stop /p/ never occurs in final position in the
corpus.

These distributional facts are clearly aberrant in comparison

with those of other Mohawk consonants. (see 3.2. above.)

3.3.23. A third consideration is based on the
kinds of words in which the bi-labial sounds are attested. They
occur only in proper personal names of Christian origin and in
certain nouns denoting articles of material culture introduced
through contact with European peoples. The bi-labial sounds
never occur in any inflectional or derivational morphemes. Nor
do they occur in any verb roots. These are very important
considerations especially in view of the fact that the verb is

the central word type in Mohawk.

6 This word is additionally aberrant in that it is stressed
on the final syllable in violation of very strong stress
rules (see 3.7.71. below,).
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3.3.24, The lateness of the appearance in
Mohawk of the bi-labial sounds /p/ and /m/ even as phones in the
language is confirmed by a comparison of words of early and of
late foreign origin. That is. certain proper names and noun
labels entering Mohawk through French at an early time do not
contain any bi-labials which occurred in the French words.
Instead, the sounds of the French words were modified so that
the loanword conformed to the Mohawk phonemic system.

For example:

/ugé:li?/ "Marie"
/wisheh/ "Michael, Mitchell"

Later loanwords, particularly recent loans from English,
retain the occurring foreign bi-labials:

/majis/ "matches"
/thamthaks/ "thumbtacks"

The question of the relative time-depth of the incorporation
of foreign loanwords into Mohawk and the manifestation of such
temporal differences in the phonological alteration or acceptance
of foreign words is a topic of great interest and importance.

A more detailed study of this process in Mohawk should be pursued.
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3.4. Inventory of Vowel Phonemes

There are six vowel phonemes in Mohawk:

Front (unrd.) Central (unrd.) Back (rd.)
High | i u
Mid e v o
1
Low a

3.4.1. Description of Vowel Phonemes
There are four oral vowels in Mohawk: a high-

front unrounded /i/, a mid-front unrounded /e/, a low-central
unrounded /a/, and a mid-back rounded /o/. There are two nasal
vowels: a mid-central unrounded /v/ and a high-back rounded /u/.
For the sake of simplification of notation, the nasalization mark is
omitted in the writing of the nasal vowels since oral vowels
do not occur in the same articulatory positions.

The back vowels, /o/ and /u/, are very weakly rounded. The
back nasal vowel /u/ is often articulated with complete lip
closure, producing a sound very close to an Lm]. However, there
is no muscle tension in the lips, distinguishing this vowel from
the consonant sound /m/. In fact, the closure of the lips may
result from just such a lack of muscular tension. Older speakers
tend to preserve the open vowel cuality of /u/ to a greater degree

than do the younger speakers.
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The following list of numerals illustrates all of the

vowel phonemes:

/vhskah/ "one"
/tékeni/ "two"
/ahsv/ "three"
/kayé:1i/ "four"
/wisk/ nfiver
/ya :yak/ Mgix"
/jatah/ "seven"
/sa?té ku/ "eight!
/kyéhtu/ "nine"
/oyé:li?/ "ten"

3.5. Distribution of Vowel Phonemes
The following statements account for the distribution

of vowel phonemes:

1. All vowel phonemes occur initially in words.
Word-initial vowels are preceded by some weak glottal structure.

2. All vowel phonemes occur in medial position
in words.

3. All vowel phonemes occur word-finally.

4. Bi-vocalic clusters may occur initially and
medially, but do not occur finally in words.

5. Clusters of more than two vowels do not occur.

3.6, Peripheral Phonemic Vowel

There is a peripheral phonemic vowel /1/, a mid-high
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front unrounded oral vowel. It occurs in only two basic words
in the entire corpus:
/kitkIt/ "chicken"
/¥wlskwls/ "pigh
The basic words for "chicken" and "pig", i.e. /kItkIt/ and
/kwiskwIs/, respectively, occur as part of the derived words
which denote the animal's habitual man-made shelters, i.e.
/kItkItne/ ‘"chicken coop" and /kwIskwisne/ "pig pen, pig sty."
The sequence /-kwls/ also occurs in the word /kvskwIs/ which
means "dirty-clothes basket, hamper."
The vowel sound /I/ is considered peripheral to the Mohawk

phonemic system because of its extremely limited occurrence.

3.7 Suprasegmentals
3.7.1. Length and Stress
Length and stress are both considered to be
prosodic features which occur with vowels. They are not viewed
as separate phonological segments but rather as prosodic modifi-
cations of vowels. Length refers generally to the prosodic feature
of increased temporal continuation of a vowel. Stress refers
generally to the prosodic feature of increased voice pitch
accompanying the vowel.
3.7.11. In Mohawk, there are two degrees of length:
long and short. They are written as follows:
V = short vowel

V: = long vowel
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In Mohawk, there are two degrees of stress: stressed and

unstressed. They are written as follows:

V = unstressed vowel
ﬁ = stressed vowel
3.7.12, There is some co-occurrence of length

and stress in Mohawk. All long vowels are stressed.  However,
not all stressed vowels are long, although this is predominantly
the case. There seems to be some degree of predictability to the

rules:

V—sV /_ cev
That is, a stressed vowel will tend to be long if it precedes a
single consonant whereas it will tend to be short if it precedes
a consonant cluster. However, the fact that there are many
exceptions to these rules indicates that if vowel length is
predictable from stress, the rules governing this predictability
are very complex.

For example:

/onfi:ta?/ "hill"

/a:?ale?/ "erinoline slip"
/kahlu?/ "cradleboard™
/kakhwa?/ "food"

/6hskyv/ "bone"
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but :
/okwaho/ "wolfn7
/onéja?/ "wheat'"
/ojisela?/ "window glass, window pane"

A long stressed vowel sometimes occurs before a consonant
cluster, although usually such lorg vowels derive from an under-
lying sequence of */-6?00_/ (see 3.7.14. below). For example:

/onunyd :kwa?/ "dirt, clump of dirt"
(underlying: */onunyo?kwa/)
/d:nyale?/ "snake"

(underlying: %/62?nyale?/)

3.7.13. Only one vowel in each word is stressed:
therefore, all the other vowels in the word must be unstressed.
Likewise, only one vowel in each word may be long; all the other
vowels being short. However, it is possible that no vowel in
the word be long. Therefore, then, each word must contain one
and only one stressed vowel and may contain one or no long vowels.
The rule that only one long vowel may appear in any given word
is a derivative rule, derived from the rules that all long vowels

must be stressed and that only one stressed vowel may appear in

any given word,

7 It can be noted that in the majority of words which have short
stressed vowels preceding a single consonant, the single
consonant in gquestion is /-h-/. However, there are also other
exceptions to this dominant pattern.
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The following grid diagram shows these co-occurrences:

, Stress
Stressed V Unstressed V
Length
Long V + =
Short V + +

When words are said in multi-word constructions in normal
speech, the length of a long vowel and the stress of a stressed
vowel may be somewhat diminished in keeping with phrasal and
sentence contours. For example:

/oji:nekwal/ "yellow, orange'"
but:

/ojinekwal nika3ji?jo:tv/ "dandelion" (yellow
flower)

3.7.14. There is one morphophonemic rule governing
the occurrence of lerpgth and stress. The rule can be stated as
follows:

G h + resonant — V:
V ? + consonant——V:

That is, the underlying sequences of stressed vowel + h +
resonant or of stressed vowel + ? + any consonant undergo a
process which results in the loss of the /-h-/ and the /-2-/,
respectively, and a lengthening of the stressed vowel, accompanied

by falling tone. (Stress and falling tone are written with the

symbol: V.)
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For example:
/ond:ta?/ "milk"
(underlying: */onma?ta?/)
/oka:1a?/ "eye"
(underlying: */ok4hla?/)
/onawa :tsta?/ "mud "

(underlying: */onawi?tsta?/)

3.7.2. Placement of Stress
3.7.21. The problem of the placement of stress
within the word is very complex. However, a few patterns can be
pointed out here, with others to be discussed in later sections.
To begin with, the preferred syllable to receive stress is the
penultimate., A word of more than one syllable spoken in isolation
is very rarely stressed on the final syllable. Monosyllabic

words are extremely rare.

3.7.22. _The rule placing stress on the penultimate
syllable must apply before the application of two additional
morphophonemic rules. The first such rule supplies epenthetic
vowels. For example:

/k& :yahle?/ "I remember (it)"

k- 1st person sinrular subjective

pronominal prefix

-ehyahl- verb stem "remember"

-? perfective aspect suffix
The final vowel in this word, /-e-/, is epenthetic, functioning to

break up an inadmissable cluster of */-l?/. The stress is placed on
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the penultimate vowel in the underlying sequence */k-ehyahl-?/:
#/k-&:yahl-?/. Then the epenthetic /-e-/ is inserted.
In potentially monosyllabic words before the insertion of
an epenthetic vowel, a "dummy" vowel is placed initially in the
word in order to create an available penultimate position to
receive stress. For example:
/i :kehle?/ "I want, I want to..."
-k- 1st person singular subjective pronominal
prefix
-ehl- verb stem "want, want to..."
-? perfective aspect suffix
A dummy vowel, /i-/, appears in order to vprovide for the placement
of stress. Then, after the stress is placed, the epenthetic /-e-/

is inserted after the verb stem.

3.7.23. The second rule which applies after
stress-placement is the rule inserting a morpheme joiner, usually
/-a-/. The morpheme joiner, or filler vowel, occurs within verb
stems and serves to join the various roots and morphemes that
make up the verb stem (see Chapter 5 below.). For example:

/wa®katelv :nayv?/ "T prayed" (literally: "I had a prayer"):
wa?- declarative mode prefix
-k- 1st person singular subjective pronominal prefix
-atelvnayv? verb stem '"pray"
-ate- reflexive prefix
-lvn- root '"vpray, rrayer"

~yv? root '"have, own, possess"
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The filler vowel, /-a-/ functions to join the two verb roots,
/-1vn-/ and /=yv/. Althouch the vowel, /-a-/. is penultimate, it
cannot carry stress Therefore. the preceding vowel /-v-/ is

stressed.

3.7.3. Pitch
3.7.31. Pitch is an important prosodic feature

which is relevant in sentence intonation contours and particularly
in interrogative constructions. When the interrogative particle
/kv?/ is used, it receives strong stress and a rise in pitch, as
in the question

/i:se gg; tho yahse?/ "Did you (sg.) go there?"
However, it is possible to omit the interrogative particle
/k¥2/ in a question. Then, in order to convey the interrogative
meaning, the stressed syllable of the verb receives a strong rise
in pitch, as in

/i:se tho ;Zhse?/ "Did you (sg.) go there:"

The change in pitch in the above question distinguishes the
interrogative '"Did you (ss.) po there?" from the declarative
statement "You (sg.) went there.":

/i:se tho yahse?/

3.7.32, The morphophonemic rule affecting
underlying sequences of /6 h + resonant/ and of /6 ? + consonant/
discussed above in 3.7.14. has a tonal component. The rule as
stated above is:

é h + resonant-—yV:



50

7 2 + consonant -+V:
That is, there is a lengthening of the stressed vowel accompanied

by falling tone in replacement of the following /-h-/ and /-2-/.
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4 .0. MORPHOFHONEMICS

L4L.1. Introduction
The importance of morphophonemic adjustments as a major
characteristic of Mohawk cannot be overstressed. Patterns of
phonological modifications and alterations resulting from the
co-occurrence of separate morphemes are complex and pervasive,

Mohawk is also characterized by a high degree of fusion of
morphemes. That is, there are many instances where morpheme cuts
cannot realistically be made because of the depree to which the
separate semantic components within the segment have each lost
much of their own distinctive phonological representation. The
resulting unit is one which expresses several components of meaning
but each compornent cannot be assigned to a definite phonological
sequence. This complexity is found in several linguistic categories,
especially in certain transitive pronominal prefixes (see 6.6.
below for a full discussion of these prefixes.).

Although only a few verb roots will be discussed thoroughly
in this grammar, it should be pointed out that many roots in
Mohawk are likewise characterized by a high degree of fusion.

That is, many verb roots and noun roots are unanalyzable in terms of
their morphemic components. Verb stems can be analyzed and their
verb class components can be segmented but the roots themselves

are often not susceptible to further sesmentation because of old
processes of morphemic fusion. This process has occurred and is
preserved in many verb stems in Mohawk. Perhaps, with more

material from Mohawk and from the other Iroquoian languages, the

segmentation of some unanalyzable verb and noun roots will become
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possible,

L.2. Morphophonemic Rules

Morvhophonemic rules in Mohawk can be divided into two

general types:

1. Rules which apply in the co-occurrence of a
member of one of the four major classes within the verb with a
member of another of the four classes (see 2.5.12. above for a
discussion of these classes).

2. Rules which apply in the co-occurrence of
members of the same major class within the verb.

Only the first type of morphophonemic rule will be discussed
in this chapter. That is, this chapter will outline and discuss
nine general morphophonemic rules which have been abstracted from
the data. The discussion here by no means includes the large
number of morphophonemic rules which operate in such complex
fashion in Mohawk. However, the discussion is aimed at formulating
generalizations about morphophonemic processes which are applicable
to large portions of the language. Rules applying to co-occurrences
of particular members within each broad class are not included in
this discussion but will be brought up in the appropriate chapters

which follow.
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L4L.2.1. General Morphophonemic Rules
4.2.11. Rule Governing Length and Stress

6 h + resonant —V:
V 2 + consonant -—sV: (see 3.7.14. for
a discussion of the operation of this rule)
The underlying sequences of stressed vowel + h + resonant
and of stressed vowel + ? + any consonant undergo a process of the
loss of the /-h-/ and /-2~/, respectively, and a lengthening of the
stressed vowel, acccmpanied by falling tone. For example:
/onti:ta?/ "milk"
(underlying: */onu2ta?/)
/o3i:3a?/ "flower"
(underlying: */oj{?ja?/)
/o?wi :1u?/ "meat!
(underlying: */o%wahlu?/)
The appropriate rules are confirmed, not only by the acoustic
features of length and falling tone, but also by the phonological
shapes of the stems when they occur in unstressed contexts.

For instance, compare the following pairs of nouns:

/onli:ta?/ "milk"

/onu?ta :ke/ "in the milk"

/oji:ja?/ " flower"

/jikaji?jayvtho/ "flowerbed" (literally: where the
flowers are planted)

/o0%wi :1u?/ "meat"

/ka?wahlakel{:ta?/ "fried meat"
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From an examination of each of these pairs, it is possible to
discover the identity of the lost segment of the noun stem.

That is, since the word /onu?ta:ke/ "in the milk" contains the
phonological sequence /-u?t-/, it can be determined that in the
word /onﬁ:ta?/ "milk" the sequence /-ﬁ:t-/ represents an underlying

sequence of /-07t-/.

L.2.12. */t/ + */y/—>/kxy/ (see 3.1.11. above)
The underlying sequence */-ty-/ is inadmissable in Akwesasne
Mohawk. On the surface, the stop /-t-/ is replaced by the stop
/-k-/ before all occurrences of the phoneme /-y-/. The resulting
sequence /~ky-/ is, of course, affected by the phonological rule
which selects the voiced allophone of /k/ and is therefore
represented phonetically as i-gy-].
The morphophonemic rule */t/ + %/y/— /ky/ applies to verbs
whose stems are composed of the reflexive/reciprocal prefix
i at/atat} , followed by verb roots (or incorporated noun roots)
beginning with the consonant /-y-/. (see 5.72.1., below for a
discussion of the reflexive/reciprocal prefixes.) For example:
/sakyv/ "Sit down! (sg.)"
s- 2nd person sinpular subjective prefix
-at- reflexive prefix
-yv  verb root "place, put”

The verb /sikyv/, therefore, literally means "You (sg.) place

yourself!" TIts underlying structure is */s-at-yv/.
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L.2.13. %/s/ + #*/y/—/3/ (see 3.1.13. above)

The affricate /j/ which occurs in place of the inadmissable
%/-sy-/ cluster is characterized by the blade articulation of
/s/ and the palatal articulation of /y/.

This rule applies particularly in the formation of verbs
from /y-/ initial verb stems with 2nd person singular subjects.
(see 6.3.43. below). For example:

/jvtho/ "Plant it! (sg.)"

s- 2nd person singular subjective pronominal prefix
-yvtho verb root '"plant"
The underlying structure %/s-yﬁtho/ is manifested on the surface

as /jvtho/.

The morphophonemic rule */s/ + */y/~ -3/ applies also to
verbs containing the "iterative' non-modal verbal prefix i_s- }
followed by a pronominal prefix beginning with /-y-/. (see 7.2.8.
below.). For example:

/tejetenyﬁkwas/ "she, one keeps changing"

te- duplicative verbal prefix
-s- diterative verbal prefix
~ye- 3rd person feminine/indefinite singular
subjective pronominal prefix
-tenyﬁkwas verb stem "Keep changing"
The underlying structure */te-s-ye-tenyﬁkwas/ is manifested

on the surface as /tejetenyukwas/.
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L.2.14. Prefix ending in obstruent consonant —

obstruent consonant + e / l, n, w, %

That is, an epenthetic
vowel, /-e-/, is inserted after a verbal, pronominal, or verb
stem prefix ending with an obstruent consonant when such a prefix

precedes any one of the consonants /-1/, /-n/, /-w/, and /-2/.

This rule applies to a large number of prefixes:
reflexive: -at- (see 5.2.11.)
reciprocal: -atat- (see 5.2.12.)
subjective pronominal prefixes:
1lst person singular: -k- (see 6.3.51.)
2nd person singular: -s- (see 6.3.52.)
transitive pronominal prefixes:
I:her, it k- (see 6.6.11,)
you (sg.):me ~(h)sek- (see 6.6.12.)
you (sg.):him -ts- (see 6.6.12.)
he:me -lak- (see 6.6.13.)
she, one, thev: me -yuk- (see 6.6.14.)
she, it:me —wak- (see 6.6.15.)
Since this is a phonologically conditioned rule, it applies
to all appropriate occurrences of obstruent consonants before

/-1,-n,-w, and -2/.
L.2.15. /fa/ + /i) — [N/

This rule applies in cases of the co-occurrence of a pronominal

prefix ending with /-a-/ and a verb stem beginning with /-i—/.
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For example:
/ki :telu/ "I live, stay (there)"
k- 1lst person sinpgular subjective pronominal prefix
~-i?telu verb stem "live, stay"
but:
/1% :telu/ ""he lives, stays (there)"
la- 3rd person masculine singular subjective pronominal
prefix
-i?telu verb stem "live, stay"
The underlying structure */la-i:telu/ is manifested on the surface

as /1¥:telu/.

The morphophonemic rule /a/ + /i/-*?/v/ applies to a long
list of pronominal prefixes:
subjective:
la- 3rd person masculine singular (6.3.53.)
ka- 3rd person feminine/neuter singular (6.3.55.)
tewa- 1st person plural inclusive (6.3.58.)
yakwa- 1st person plural exclusive (6.3.59.)
sewa- 2nd person plural (6.3.61.)
transitive:
kwa- I:you(pl) (6.6.11.)
we(du.):you(pl.) (6.6.16.)
we(pl.) :you(sg.,du.,pl.) (6.6.17.)
(h)skwa- you(sg.,du.):us(pl.) (6.6.12.,
6.6.18.)

you(pl.):me,us(du.,pl.) (6.6.19.)
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(h)va- he:you(sg.) (6.6.13.)
la- he:her, it (6.6.13.)
(h)sukwa- he:us(pl.) (6.6.13.)
(h)tsisewa- he:you(pl.) (6.64.13.)
you(pl.):him (6.6.19.)
luwa- she,one,they:him (6.6.14.)
kuwa-  she,one,they:her,it (6.6.14.)
sa- she,it:you (sg.) (6.6.15.)
yukwa- she,it:us(pl.) (6.6.15.)
sewa- she,it:you(pl.) (6.6.15.)
yakwa- we(pl.):her,it (6.6.17.)
(h)sakwa- we(pl.):him (6.6.17.)

(h)sewa- you(pl.):her, it (6.6.19.)

.25, {»wa?% + R wa}-——a/u/
This rule applies to the co-occurrence of the aorist modal
prefix { wa?-‘{ and the 1st person objective pronominal morpheme

, L
{-wa_-L (see 6.5.41., and 7.1.11. below).

)
For example: /wakekstV:ha/ "I'm old"
-wa- 1lst person objective morpheme
-ke- 1lst person singular pronominal prefix
-kstv:ha verb stem 'be old"
but: /ukekstv:hahne?/ "I became old"
wa?- aorist modal prefix
-wa- 1lst person objective morpheme

-ke- 1st person singular pronominal prefix

—kstv:hahne? verb stem '"become old"
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The underlying structure */wa?-wa-ke-kstﬁ:hahne?/ is manifested

on the surface as /ukekstv:hahne?/.

L.2.17.  /-2/ + /y-/—> loss of /-y-/
This rule applies to the co-occurrences of verbal prefixes
ending with /-?/ and pronominal prefixes bepinning with /-y/.
(See 6.3.6. below.) For example:
/yuté:lats/ ""'she, one hunts, is hunting, is a hunter"
yu- 3rd person singular feminine/indefinite subjective
pronominal prefix

—ato:lats verb stem '"hunt"

/wa?utd:late?/ "she, one hunted"
wa?- aorist modal prefix
-yu- 3rd person singular feminine/indefinite subjective
pronominal prefix
-at6:late? verb stem '"hunted"
The underlying structure */wa®-yu-atd:late?/ is manifested on

the surface as /wa?uté:late?/.

The morphophonemic rule /=2/ + /y_/__aloss of /-y-/ applies
in cases where a verbal prefix endine with /-2/ precedes any
allomorph of the following pronominal prefixes: 3rd person
singular feminine/indefinite (6.3.54.): 1st person exclusive dual
and plural (6.3.6.). It also applies to the /y-/ initial objective
pronominal prefixes for 3rd person feminine/indefinite/neuter

singular, dual,. and plural objects (6.5.41., 6.5.43.,) and applies
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to all /y-/ initial transitive prefixes (see chart in 6.6.2.).

L.2.2, Ordering of Rules

The importance of the proper ordering of
morphophonemic rules has, to some extent, been touched upon in
L.2.1, above. However, these points need to be exemplified and
discussed in greater detail.

The following examples will be examined:
/atha?kéhsu ne yahi:ke?/ "I walked there, went
there by foot™"
(verb root: -e-)
and
/atha?kéhsu ne vahésene?/ "you (dual) walked there,
went there by foot"
(See 7.1.16. and 7.72.62. for a discussion of the verbal prefixes

which occur in these verbs.)

L.2.71. The verb form /yahi:ke?/ 1 went there,
walked there" will be examined first below. The ordered
morphophonemic rules are stated to the left and the derived forms
resulting from these rules are given to the right. The notation
under each rule refers to the section in the grammar in which

the rule has been, or will be presented.
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*/y-—wa?-k-e-2/

l. y+wa?—ya? -—mm—mm———3y /y-a?—k—e-?/
(7.1.15.)

2, V- ——7V/penultimate S T O TR
(3.7.2.)

3. y—syVh/ V¥ s /yVh-a?-k-e-2/
(7.2.52.)

L. yVh—syWqh/_ T ) /yah-4?-k-e-2/
(7.2.52.)

5, —U?Ce -3 -V:C- 3 /yah-3:-k-e-2/
(3714 )

Therefore 3 /yahé:ke?/

L.2.22, The necessity for ordering the rules
as given above can be illustrated by comparing this derivation
with the one offerred below:

/yahésene?/ "you (dual) went there, walked there"

#*/y-wa?-sen-e-?/

l. y + wa?-—ya? 3 /v-a?-sen-e-2/
{7:.1.15.)

2 V-—%v/penu1timate - ?/V-é?-sen-e-?/l
(3.7.2.)

The epenthetic vowel /-e-/ in the subjective pronominal prefix
/-sen-/ does not function in syllable counting. Therefore, the
preceding vowel /-a-/ is actually counted as penultimate and
receives the stress.



62

3. y— yVh/___V B i y /yVh-&'i-sen-e-?/
(7.2.52.)

L. yVh~——>yV1h/___V1 o /yah-i?-sen-e-?/
(7.2.52.)

5. (w)a? — (w)e/___se- oo y/yah_é-sen-e-7/
(7.1.14.)

Therefore --- e —oom————=3 [yahlsene?/

b 2,23, The two derivations eiven above are

identical in rules 1 throurh 4, differine only in rule 5. The
order for rules 1 and ? is actually interchangeable, but these
two must precede the others., The application of rules 3 and 4
cannot be made until the initial /w-/ of the declarative modal
prefix e wa?- % is lost and until the vowel /-a-/ receives stress.
Rules 3 ;nd 4 must apply before rule 5. This is demonstrated by
the derivation for the 2”nd person dual subject where it can be
seen that the epenthetic vowel in /yVh-/ must be specified as
/-a-/ before the change of /-a?-/ to /-e-/. If this were not the
case, the form would be incorrectly derived as */yehésene?/
instead of the correct /yahésene?/.

If the rules for each of the two derivations were viewed
as closed sets of rules applying only to these particular forms,
then the 5th rule in the derivation for the 1st person singular
subject could occur after the ?nd rule in that derivation,
However, it is placed at the end because it is assumed that the
same set of rules applies to the entire paradigm. In fact, rule 5

in the 1lst person singular subject derivation should more

specifically be listed as rule 6 since in an ordered sequence of
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all rules applying to the whole paradigm it must occur after rule 5
of the 2nd person dual subject derivation has been applied. If

this were not the case, then the 2nd person dual subject form

would be incorrectly derived as */yahd:sene?/ rather than the correct

/yahésene?/ .

2.2k Therefore, in summary, the rules for the
derivation of all the person forms in the paradigm for declarative
mode translocative verbs are ordered as follows:

1. y + wa?-— ya?

2, V— \'i/penultimate

N ya—~;yVh/___6

h.  yVh— yVIn/__ U1

B (w)a?-.hy(w)e/___se-

6 -\;?C- —3 —'\}':C-

In the derivations presented in 4.2.21. and 4.2.22, above,
the application of rule 5 is motivated by the presence of the 2nd
person dual subjective pronominal prefix /sen-/. Once this rule
has applied, rule 6 is no longer applicable and therefore is not
activated. In the 1st person singular subject derivation, rule 5

is bypassed since the appropriate motivating environment is

lacking. Then rule 6 can be applied.

L2525 There are a number of considerations
supporting the method of formulating derivational rules in ordered
sequences applying to whole paradigms. One consideration is the
economy and clarity of the resulting statement of rules. Rather

than postulating overlapping rules for a number of sub-sets in a
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given paradigm, only one set of rules need be formulated. If the
rules in such a system are properly ordered, exceptions to any
particular rule will not have to be marked. The application of
a later rule when inappropriate to the final outcome of the
underlying structure will be inhibited by a previous rule which
changes the derived form on which further rules are applied.
(see L4.2.2L. above.)
In addition to the economy and clarity of rule-writing,
this view of rule ordering has the advantage of an ensuing relative
simplicity of the model of language processes. By ordering and
thereby expanding the domain of a particular set of rules, the
entire system of rules within a language is simplified. Instead
of postulating a larger number of sets of rules with applicability
to a more restricted number of derivations, fewer systems of rules
can be postulated. A more encompassing system of rules can be
applied in a greater number of derivations, thereby eliminating
overlapping rules and resulting in a tighter organization of rules.
Cn the one hand, it seems more desirable and realistic,
considering the way a language functions, to depict language
processes in as general terms as possible. On the other hand,
too much generalization in rule-writing is not desirable and, in
fact, is misleading because although the economy of the rules is great,
so also is the confusion resulting from the listing or marking of
many exceptions. A too general view of language rules implies
too great a burden on the speaker in sorting and arranging the
components of his language. It also ignores historical linguistic

processes which may affect only certain portions of a particular
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language for historical and linguistic reasons.

Therefore, the view of language advocated here is that it
is best to present linguistic rules in systems as broad as possible
so that the rule systems are economical and have as general an
applicability as possible without putting an undue burden on the
speaker's ability to construct utterances. Greater applicability
of rule systems is often achieved by the orderine of the rules,

One further note should be added to this discussion. It
concerns the danger of confusine any particular model of description
of a language with the actual workings of the language process.

In the real behavior of speech, phonological forms and linguistic
processes and rules operate together as a system, or a system

of systems. Rules are abstracted from phonological segments in
the writing of a description of a language because this is
schematically the only clear way to present any linguistic
analysis. However, it is only obvious to say that this separation
does not occur in actual speech behavior. Nor can one really
specify the exact operations taking place within the brain of the
speaker. A particular model of .description is chosen because

it is thought to present the results of a linguistic analysis in
as clear and realistic terms as possible. Of course, linguistic
analysis and description are actually separate, a description being
a way of organizing and presentine the results of an analysis.

The two are obviously related but they are not identical, just as
the description of a language and the behavioral reality are

related but not identical.
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5.0. VERB BASES

5.1. An introductory note should be given describing, in broadest

terms, the structure of Mohawk verbs in order to indicate the placement

of each of the verbal position classes within the verbal system.

5.1.1. The Mohawk Verb

Verbal Pronominal Verb Verbal
Prefixes Prefixes Base Suffixes
modals subjective reflexive verb root
suffixes
non-modals objective reciprocal
aspects
transitive verb roots
attributives
incorporated

noun roots

Mohawk verbs consist of elements which can be divided into four
general classes: verbal prefixes, pronominal prefixes, verb bases, and
suffixes. The first of these, verbal prefixes, is an optional class.

The last, verbal suffixes, is also an optional class. That is, some verbs
do not contain members of either of these two classes. The other two
classes, i.e. pronominal prefixes and verb bases, are obligatory classes.
That is, all properly constructed verbs must contain at least one member
of each of these classes.

1. Verbal prefixes occur initially in verbs. They are of two
general semantic types: modal and non-modal.

a. Modal prefixes: The modal prefixes express the attitude of
the speaker toward what is being said, reflecting the validity, probability,

or desirability of the action or state described by the verb.
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In structural terms, modal prefixes are sometimes word-initial

although they are sometimes preceded by some other verbal prefix.

b. Non-modal prefixes: Non-modal prefixes express a variety
of different ideas such as negation, direction of action, repetitiveness
of action or state, partition of action, relation of action specified to
some other aspect of time or space, etc.

In structural terms, non-modal prefixes are sometimes word-initial

although they are sometimes preceded by some other verbal prefix.

2. Pronominal prefixes occupy the second major position class within
the verb. They denote the subject and/or object of the action or state
described by the verb and are of three major types: subjective, objective,
and transitive.

a. OSubjective: Subjective pronominal prefixes express the
subject or agent of the action or state described by the verb.

b. Objective: Objective pronominal prefixes express the object
or beneficiary of the action or state described by the verb.

c. Transitive: Transitive pronominal prefixes express the co-

occurrence of a particular subject and a particular object.

3. Verb bases occupy the third major position class within the wverb.
They are composed of one or more verb roots, or of an incorporated noun
root and a verb root, and various expansions of the verb roots. The verb
base may also contain an initial unit expressing the idea of reflexivity

or reciprocality which refers to the subject of the verb.
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L. Verbal suffixes occupy the final major position class within

the verb. They are of three general types: root suffixes, aspect
suffixes, and attributive suffixes.

a. Root suffixes: Root suffixes express a number of ideas
concerned with modifying the verb or expressing relationships between the
subjects and objects of the state or action described by the verb.

b. Aspect suffixes: Aspect suffixes express the temporal
distribution of the action or state described by the verb., Aspect
suffixes designate an action or state in relation to its position on a
continuum of time, without referring to any particular time or tense.
That is, they describe whether an action or state is continuous,
interrupted, repetitive, etc.

c. Attributive suffixes: Attributive suffixes express ideas
which involve particular characteristics of size, number, or condition
referring to the subject or agent of the verb. Attributive suffixes

occur with non-modal verbs and also with nouns.

The verb base and the verbal suffixes together form the verb stem.
The shape of the verb stem is crucial in the conditioning of the
pronominal prefixes, although in some cases, the shape of the modal prefix
is also a determining factor in conditioning the shape of the pronominal

prefixes.

5.1.2, The four general verbal classes (see 5.1.1. above) are
established on both structural and semantic grounds. In structural terms,
the members of each class occur in the same broad positional slot within

the verb. Moreover, they share characteristics of morphophonemic
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patterning. That is, they are sensitive to common morphophonemic rules
and adjustments. Often, the members of each class function in similar
ways to condition morphophonemic adjustments in members of adjacent
verbal classes.

In semantic terms, the members of each verbal class share some
element of common meaning. For example, the class of pronominal prefixes
is made up of separate elements all of which share the general meaning of
denoting the subject and/or object of the action or state described by
the verb. The class of verb bases consists of elements all of which share
the general meaning of denoting a specific action or state which the verb
functions to convey. The classes of verbal prefixes and verbal suffixes
are more heterogenous in meaning but their members also share

characteristics of general semantic and grammatical meaning.

5.1.3. Each of these four general verbal classes can themselves
be analyzed into several sub-classes. These will be discussed in turn in
each of the relevant chapters that follow. However, it can be pointed
out here that the establishment of the sub-classes is also based upon
both structural and semantic grounds. Each sub-class, therefore, has
two major characteristics. One describes the sub-class in terms of the
morphophonemic structure of its members and the lineal positional
arrangement in which each member belongs in relation to other members of
the same sub-class. The other characteristic describes the sub-class in
terms of a common shared meaning.

In most instances, the structural and semantic characteristics of
verbal sub-classes converge; that is, the sub-class established on

semantic grounds is identical to the one established on structural grounds.



70

However, especially in the broad general verbal classes of verbal prefixes
and verbal suffixes, this is not always the case. For example, the class

of verbal prefixes consists of the semantic sub-classes of modal and
non-modal prefixes. Structurally, however, the member of each of these
semantic sub-classes do not always occur in the same lineal position in
relation to each other or to other verbal classes. This complexity of

the interaction of structural and semantic characteristics will be

explained and exemplified in particular detail in the appropriate chapters
which follow. The problem has been mentioned in this introduction in

order to give some insight into the general characteristics and complexities

of Mohawk verbs.

5.2. Verb Bases

Verb bases in Mohawk are composed of the following obligatory
and optional elements:

(reflexive/ (incoporated verb root (s)

reciprocal) noun root)

As has been outlined above (see 5.1.1.), the verb bases occupy the
third major position class within the Mohawk verb. Verb bases are
themselves composed of three kinds of elements. The first of these is an
optional reflexive/reciprocal element: the second is an optional
incorporated noun root: and the third is an obligatory verb root.

5.2.1. Reflexive/Reciprocal: {—at—/Latat- }

The first element in the verb base is an optional reflexive {—at—.}

It has a variety of functions:

l. To express a reflexive meaning, ie. the subject or agent
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performing some action upon himself;

2. to make the subject or agent the beneficiary of the action
or state described by the verb:

3. to convert transitive verbs into intransitive verbs;

L. to make a form of "medio-passive," where the verb expresses
a kind of passive without a specific agent overtly expressed;

5. to reverse the meaning of certain verb roots.

The reciprocal {-atat-} is formally a reduplication of the reflexive.
It is used to express action by two or more people toward each other.
This formal reduplication is interesting semantically. That is, {-at-}
expresses a reflexive idea (action happening by one person to himself)
and {-atat-) expresses a reciprocal idea (action happening by two or more
people to each other).

The reciprocal is also used in some verb bases to express the idea
of reflexivity when the verb base already contains the reflexive element

for some other function.

5.2.11. The reflexive {-at-} is affected by the following
morphophonemic rules:
{-at-} — -at-/__V
____C (non-1, n, w, ?, h/C, y)
ak-/__y
-ate-/ 1, n, w, ?, h/C
-an-/___incorporated noun roots beginning with /-i-/
-C- (t, k, te, n)/ o____

u

s
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The following examples of the occurence of the reflexive {-at-)

are grouped according to semantic functions (see 5.2.1. above): 1

1. to express a reflexive meaning, i.e. the subject or agent
performing some action upon himself:
/wahate?nikuhlisa?/ "he made up his mind"
wa- aorist modal prefix
-h-  3rd person masculine singular subject
-ate- reflexive
-?nikuhlisa?  "make a mind"

/tausahsatahwa?néta?/ "you (sg.) would put another covering on
yourself again"

tau- indefinite modal and duplicative prefix
-sa- iterative prefix

-hs- 2nd person singular subject

-at- reflexive

-ahswa ?néta? "put a covering on"

/ni: niyotenaktatsvlyu/ "she, it found a place, bed for herself,
itself"

ni- partitive prefix
-yo- 3rd person singular feminine/neuter object
-(a)te- reflexive

-naktatsvlyu "final a bed, place"

1 Note that in these examples and elsewhere, unless otherwise stated, the
segments which are isolated after the examples are given in their proper
allomorphic shapes. For a full discussion of underlying structures and
their morphophonemic adjustments, see the appropriate chapters following.
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2. to make the subject or agent the beneficiary of the action

or state described by the verb:
/u:kweh loti:?u/ 'he became human"
lo- 3rd person singular masculine object
-(a)t- reflexive
-1:?u  "become, make"
/satenehkwa?éhstu/ "you (sg.) are baptized"
s— 2nd person singular object
-ate- reflexive
-nehkwa ?éhstu  "baptize"
/askwatelvnayv:hahse?/ "would you (sg.) pray for me"
a= 1indefinite modal prefix

-skw-  transitive pronominal prefix for 2nd person singular
subject and lst person singular object

-ate- reflexive

-lvnayv:hahse? "pray" (literally: have a prayer for)

3. to convert transitive verbs into intransitive verbs:
/tewakatehnuhukyt:ne?/ "I had my door open"

te- duplicative prefix

-wak- 1st person singular objiect

-ate- reflexive

-hnuhukyl:ne? "open door"
/watkatelyv?tawvliye?/ "I made a mistake"

wa- declarative modal prefix

-t- duplicative prefix

-k- 1st person singular subject
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-ate- reflexive

-yv?tawvlye? "make a mistake" (literally: stir up an error)

L. to make a form of "medio-passive," where the verb expresses

a kind of passive without a specific agent overtly expressed:

/wa?tewakatenuhyanihtv/ "I was shocked"

wa 7- aorist modal prefix

-te- duplicative prefix

-wak- 1lst person singular object

-ate- reflexive

—nuhyanihtv verb stem ''shock, surprise, be an unusual event"
/wakatela?swaksv/ "I have bad luck"

wak—- 1lst person singular object

-ate- reflexive

~la?swaksv  "bad luck"

/yakotelihukhohtani :tsku/ "she, one tires easily, gets bored
easily"

yako-  3rd person singular feminine/indefinite object
-(&)te— reflexive

-lihukhohtani:tsku "tire easily"

5. to reverse the meaning of some verb bases:

/wakhni :nu? akya:tawih/ "I bought a coat™

wa- aorist modal prefix
-k- 1lst person singular subject
~hnf :nu?  "buy"

/wa?katvhni :nu? akya:tawih/ "I sold a coat"

wa? aorist modal prefix
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-k- 1lst person singular subject
-at- reflexive
-vani inu?  Msell
/wa?ukenih/ "I borrowed it"
wa?- aorist modal prefix
-uke- 1st person sinpular object
-nih  "borrow"
/wa®katv:nih/ "I lent it out"
wa?- aorist modal prefix
-k- 1st person singular subject

-v:nih  M"lend"

5.2.12. The reciprocal {-atat-} is affected by the
following morphophonemic rules: (Note that these rules are similar to
the rules which affect the reflexive -- see 5.2.11. above):

{-atat-} —-atat-/___V
___C (non-1, n, w, ?, h/C, ¥y)

-atak-/ v

-atate-/ 1, n, w, 7, h/C
-atan-/ incorporated noun roots beginning with /-i-/
-taC- (tat, tak, tate, tan)/o

u

The reciprocal {-atat-} is used to express the idea of the action
performed by two or more individuals upon each other. With certain verb
bases, the reciprocal also functions to express or emphasize a reflexive
idea. This usage occurs with verb bases which already contain the reflexive

{—at—) where the latter refers to some other semantic function.
For example:

/yakwatate?kv:%?a/ "our (pl., excl.) sister" (literally: "we (pl.,
excl.) are siblings to each other")



76

yakw- 1st person plural exclusive subject
-atate- reciprocal
-7kv:%a "gibling"

/i :kweh lotatii:ni/ "he made himself human"
lo- 3rd person masculine singular
object
-(a)tat- reciprocal

-u:ni verb stem '"make, build"

The following three verb stems can be compared:
/-uni/ "make, build"
/-atuni/  "grow"

/-atatuni/ "make oneself"

The first of these, /-uni/, is the basic verb stem "make, build."
The second, /-atuni/, is formed by the prefixation of the reflexive
/-at-/ to the base /-uni/ and gives the meaning "grow." The last stem
/-atatuni/, is formed by the prefixation of the reciprocal /-atat-/ to
the base /-uni/ and gives the meaning "make oneself'" as in "make oneself

human."

5.2.2. The second element in the verb base is an optional
incorporated noun root. Most transitive verbs which have direct objects
are able to incorporate the noun root representing the direct object.
However, not all noun roots are able to become incorporated in verb bases.
There is a certain amount of hierarchical nominal classification in
Mohawk. That is, certain nouns are grouped together semantically and form

a particular sub-class of nouns. Each sub-class contains a general noun
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which can substitute in nominal incorporation for all of the specifie
nouns in its sub-class. When this occurs, the specific noun is retained
in the construction as a separate word. Its function is to specify the
exact reference which is only broadly categorized by the incorporated

general noun root.

5.2.21. One type of noun incorporation is completely
optional. That is, the verb base may or may not contain its direct
object as an incorporated noun. Both possibilities for such verbs are
given below:

1. /wa%kyvtho? oji:ja?/ "I planted a flower"
wa?~ aorist modal prefix
-k~ lst person singular subject
-yvtho?  "plant"
/akji?jay¥tho?/ "I planted a flower™
2. /wakhni:nu? kandkta?/mI vought a bed™
wa—- aorist modal prefix
-k- 1lst person singular subject
-hni:nu?  "buy"
/wa?kenaktahni :nu?/ "I bought a bed"
3. /lawé:ku no?wa:lu/ "he ate, has eaten the meat"
law- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-é:ku  "eat"
/lo?wahla:ku '"he ate, has eaten the meat"
L. /wahohkalé:wahte? lahyo?sahke/ "he hurt his elbow"

wa-  declarative modal prefix

-ho- 3rd person masculine singular object
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-hkalé:wahte?  "hurt, injure"

/wahohyo?sakalé:wahte?/  '"he hurt his elbow"

5.2.22. Another use of noun incorporation is required
with certain verb bases. These nouns are not, strictly speaking, the
direct objects of the verbs. However, they are obligatory in the
construction of the given verb bases and must always be incorporated:

/li?niku:lale?/ "I'm watching, guarding him"
1li- transitive pronominal prefix for lst person
singular subject and 3rd persnon singular
masculine object
~?niku:lale? '"watch, guard"
/o?niku:1a?/  "mind"
/niha?nikuhla:?a/ "he is mentally childish"
ni- partitive prefix
-ha= 3rd person masculine singular subject
-?nikuhla:?a  "be childish"
/oniku:la?/  "mind"™

/wa?teskwatkahli:ti/ "you (sg.) pave me a dirty look"

wa?- aorist modal prefix
-te-~ duplicative prefix
-skw-  transitive pronominal prefix for 2nd person

singular subject and lst person singular object
-at- reflexive
-kahld:ti  "dirty, bad look"
/oka:1la?/ "eye"

/latelihwato:lats/ '"he's a gossip, he gossips, he's gossiping"



79

1- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-ate- reflexive
-lihwato:lats "gossip" (literally: hunt news)

N
/oli:wa?/ 'news, ideas"

5.2.23. Noun incorporation is also used to express the
noun classifier which represents the sub-class of nouns to which the
specific direct object belongs. In these cases, the specific noun is
expressed as a separate word in the construction:

/wakenahskwayv:tahkwe? ne takéhs/ "I used to have an animal - cat"
wake- 1st person singular object
-nahskwa- animal
-yv:tahkwe? "have, own, possess"
/—takéhs/ fcat!
/wakeselehtahni :nus?se? ne "bike"/ "I bought a vehicle - bike"
wake- 1st person singular object
-selehta~  vehicle
-hnf :nu?se? "buy (for)"
/K4 :seleh/  "vehicle"
/wake?wahlani:waks ne kItkIt o%wa:lu/ "I'm hungry for meat -

chicken meat"

wake- 1st person singular object
-?wahla- meat

-nu:waks "be hungry for, hunger for"
/o%wa :lu/  "meat"

/kftkIt o?wa:lu/ "chicken meat"
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5.2.3. The final element in the verb base is the obligatory
vert root. Some verb bases contain one verb root while others may contain
two verb roots.

Verb roots may consist of as little as one phoneme, either a consonant
or a vowel. Verb roots may, of course, be more complex, but they rarely
contain more than two syllables.

Because of the complexities of both the derivational and inflectional
processes in Mohawk, a complete verb generally contains a verb base which
is more than a minimal verb root. However, verbs are attested which
contain a simple verb root as the entire structure of the verb base.
Several of these are listed below: (Note that these verbs do, of course,
contain pronominal prefixes as well as certain other inflectional
elements occurring as verbal prefixes or suffixes.):

/i:kehle?/ "I want (it), I want to..."

i:- dummy vowel

-k- 1st person singular subject

-ehl~- root: "want it, to..."

-? perfective aspect suffix

/wa:kv/ "I said it, I'm the one who said it"

wa:- 1st person objective prefix

-k- 1lst person singular subject

-v root: '"say"

/0:nv wa :koh/ "now I've arrived"

wa - 1lst person objective prefix

-k- 1lst person singular subject

-oh root: "arrive, come"

/shé :ku nikuhne?/ "I'm still alive"

ni- partitive prefix
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-k- 1st person singular subject
-thn- root: "live, be alive”"
-? perfective aspect suffix
/kv: ka:yv?/ "it's here, it's lying here"
ka- 3rd person singular feminine/neuter subject

-yv? root: ''place, put, be, lie"

5.2.4. The formation of verb bases by the addition of verbal
suffixes to verb bases will be discussed in the chapter on Verbal Suffixes

(see 8.0. below.).
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6.0. PRONOMINAL PREFIXES

6.1. As discussed in 5,1.1. above, the pronominal prefixes
occur in the second broad position class within the verb, Pronominal
prefixes, in general, designate the subject or actor of the action or
state described by the verb, In Mohawk, there are three types of
pronominal prefixes: subjective, objective, and transitive., The
subjective prefixes designate the agent of the verb; the objective
prefixes designate the object or patient of the action or state of the
verb; and the transitive prefixes express an array of co-occurrences
of persons or things as agent and patient of the action or state
described by the verb.

The specific allomorphic shape of the pronominal prefix is
determined by the initial phoneme or phonemes of the verb stem and in
certain specific cases 1is secondarily determined by the final phoneme
of the modal verbal prefix.

This chapter will proceed as follows: an outline of stem-~classes
will be given, followed by a description of the pronominal prefixes,
The first to be discussed are the subjective prefixes. The objective
prefixes will follow and finally the transitive pronominal prefixes

will be discussed.

6.2, Stem-Classes
There are eight stem-classes which determine or select the
allomorphic shape of the pronominal prefix which precedes. These
stem-classes are established on both formal and functional grounds.

In formal terms, the members of each class share a common initial
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phonological element or sequence, In functional terms, the members
of each class select identical allomorphs of the pronominal prefixes,
Class I. This stem-class consists of four sub-classes of consonant-
initial verb stems:
a. stems with the initial single consonants: t, k, j, s, and h;
b. stems with initial consonant cluster: h/C (where C represents
any consonant);
c. stems with initial: s/stop;

d. stems with initial: k/resonant

Class II, This stem-class also consists of four sub-classes of
consonant-initial verb stems:

a, stems with the initial single consonants: 1, n, and w;

b, stems with initial /?/, whether as a single consonant or in
a cluster;

c. stems with initial bi-consonantal clusters not covered above
in Class I b, I ¢, and T d;

d. stems with initial tri-consonantal clusters.

Class III. Stems with initial A/.

Class IV, Stems with initial A/.

Class V., Stems with initial /a/.

Class VI, Certain stems with initial /e/ (these will be referred to

as /el/ stems).

Class VI Certain stems with initial /e/ (these will be referred to

as /e?/ stems) and all stems with initial /u/.
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Class VIII, Stems with initial /o/ and stems with initial fu/.

6.3. Subjective Pronominal Prefixes

6.3.1. The following is a chart of the semantic categories

which can be expressed by the subjective pronominal prefixes:

Person Number ' Inclusive/ Gender
Exclusive
1st singular
B dual incl /excl
plural incl /excl
2nd | singular
dual
plural
3rd singular masculine

feminine and
indefinite

feminine and
neuter

dual masculine

feminine and
indefinite and
neuter

plural masculine

feminine and
indefinite and
neuter

As can be seen, it is possible to express three kinds of person:
first, second, and third. First-person subjects are specified for

one of three kinds of number: singular, dual, and plural
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(three of more). Non-singular 1st person subjects are further
specified as inclusive or exclusive. The inclusive/exclusive
designation is not applicable to lst person singular subject.

Second-person subjects are also specified for singular, dual,
or plural number. The inclusive/exclusive designation is not
applicable,

Third-person subjects are specified for singular, dual, or
plural number, Additionally, they are specified for gender. In
Mohawk, there are four semantic genders but only three morphological
or grammatical genders. As used in this grammar, a semantic gender
(also: a semantic category) is one that is defined and abstracted on
the basis of a shared meaning. A morphological gender (also: a
morphological category) is one that is defined and abstracted on the
basis of shared morphological features. In Mohawk, then, there is
some overlap and convergence of semantic categories into
morphological ones, The four semantic genders are: masculine,

feminine, indefinite, and neuter. They are discussed below.

6.3.2., Third person Siigular Subjects
6.3.21. Masculine
Masculine singular subjective pronominal prefixes
are used to designate male human beings or male animals,
6.3.22. Non-masculinel

The non-masculine semantic genders are: feminine,

L The term "non-masculine" is not used here to imply a basic opposition

of masculine/non-masculine, It is used simply as a convenient covering
label for three semantic genders which have no masculine semantic
components,
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indefinite, and neuter, These three semantic genders overlap and fall
together into two morphological categories, The following discussion
arranges the non-masculine semantic genders into their two morphological
categories and points out the semantic components of each of them,
The ma jor semantic problem is the differentiation of female beings
and their assignment into one of the two morphological classes.
6.3.221, Feminine/Indefinite
The feminine/indefinite morphological gender
consists of "feminine" and "indefinite" semantic genders.
a. The "indefinite" compoment consists of':
1. all unidentified humans whose sex is either unknown
or not thought to be relevant;
and 2, indefinite or generalized persons, spoken of in English
as "one," "a person,”" "they" as in "One should behave," or "What are
they wearing this year ™
b. The "feminine" component consists of:
1. female human beings who are regarded in some
prestigeful or respectful way by the speaker. Generally included
in this category are old women, especially when older than the
speaker, Women of high social status in the family or community
are generally within this category, regardless of the personal
attitude of the speaker toward such a woman. This may be changing
somewhat with younger speakers but it is still the norm.
and 2, female human beings, regardless of social or
relational considerations for whom the speaker has feelings of

affection or closeness.
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6.3.222, Feminine/neuter
The feminine/neuter morphological class
consists of "feminine" and "neuter" semantic genders.
a. The "neuter" component consists of:
1. all inanimate objects.
b. The "feminine" component consists of:
1. all female animals and any animal of unspecified sex.
and 2, female human beings who do not come under the description
given in 6,3.221. above, The designation of a female as falling into
this category may be derogatory, although this is not necessarily
so, It may or may not reflect a momentary or general negative
feeling on the part of the speaker toward the female who is spoken
about. Some speakers feel that there is a physical criterion here,
That is, a girl or woman who is awkward or aggressive may more readily
fall intothis category, whereas one who is graceful and quiet may
tend to be classed above, There seems to be general feeling that
this category, while perhaps not involving disrespect, does not
signal respect.

6.3.223. It is very difficult to be precise
about the differentiation of female humans into the two categories of
"feminine/indefinite" or M"feminine/neuter" because there are very
few general rules which can be abstracted from actual behavior. Age
is the only criterion which approaches having general applicability
and even this is modified by the relative age of the speaker and
referent and perhaps recently by attitudes of younger speakers toward

the elderly.



88

6.3.3. Third-Person Non-singular Subjects

6.3.31. Masculine
In 3rd person non-singular, i.,e. dual and plural,
numbers the masculine morphological category comprises male human
beings and any grouping of male and female subjects, That is,
"masculine dual" may designate either two males or one male and one
female, Likewise, "masculine plural" may designate a plurality of
males or a plural group of any combination of males and females,
including at least one male,
6.3.32, Non-Masculine
In 3rd person non-singular, i.e., dual and
plural, numbers all "feminine," "indefinite," and "neuter" semantic
genders fall together into one morphological category. That is,
the semantic distinctions among these three non-masculine genders
are neutralized on the morphological level, The 3rd person non-
masculine non-singular numbers include all females, all indefinite
persons, and all inanimate objects.
6.3.4. Phonological Shapes of the Subjective Pronominal
Prefixes
The data for the selection of the proper phonological
shape of the subjective pronominal prefixes will be presented below.
Rules accounting for the attested shapes of the prefixes are given,
The data are organized in terms of the stem-classes which are the

determining or selecting factors.
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The charts on the following pages summarize the morphophonemic

adjustments which will be discussed in turn in 6,3.41, through

6.3.48, below,

Class 1st person
sg. dual dual plural plural
inel. excl, incl, excl.,
I k- teni- yakeni- tewa-~ yakwa~
Ak ke~ teni- yakeni- tewa- yakwa-
I11-
(=y-) k- teni- yakeni- tewa- yakwa-
IV
(-i-) k- yaken- yakw A~
Y-a-) k- ky- yaky- tew- yakw-
VI
(~el-) k- ten- yaken- tew- yakw=
VII
(-e2-S k- yaken=- yakw—
)
VIII
(-o-, k- ten- yaken= tew- yaky-
~g)
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Class 2nd person
sg. dual plural

I (h)se- seni- sewa-—
IT1 (h)se- seni- sewa-
%E;_) (h)s- seni- sewa-
IV_ (h)s- sen- SewA-
(-i-)
'
(-a-) (h)s- 3= sew-
Yzel-) (h)s- sen- sew-
VII
(-e°- (h)s- sen- sew-

.,
VIII v
(~0-, (h)s- sen- J=
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Class | 3rd Person
masc,| masc, masc, fem/ fem/ fem/ | fem/
Sge dual 1 ind, neut. i/ i/n
sg. Sg. duval | pl.
I la- (h)ni- lati- | ye- ka- keni- | koti-
11 la- (h)ni- lati- | ye- ka- keni- | koti-
I1I la- (h)ni- | 1lati- | ye- ka-~ keni- |koti-
(-y-)
Iv
(~4-) 1a- (h)n- lun- ye- k- ken- | kun-
'
1- (h)y- lu- yu- W- ky- ku-
(-a-)
YEel-) 1- (n)n- lun- y- W- ken- |kun-
ya=
VII
(-e2-) | 1law- lun- yakaw- yaw- kun-
.,
VIII
(~0-) (h)1- (h)n- lun- yak- y- ken- |kun-
(-u-)
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6.3.41, Prefixes selected by Stem-Class I (stems with

initial: t, k, j, s, h, h/C, s/stop, and k/resonant):

1st person singular k-

2nd person singular 2(h)se-

3rd p. sg. masculine la-
feminine/

indefinite ye-

feminine/
neuter ka-
1st p. dual inclusive teni-
exclusive yakeni-

1st p. plural inclusive tewa-
exclusive yakwa-
2nd p. dual seni-

plural sewa-

3rd p. dual magcyline (h)ni-
feminine/
indefinite/
neuter keni-
plural masculine lati-
feminine/
indefinite/

neuter koti-

2 The notation (h) indicates that when the 2nd person singular
prefix is word initial it appears without the /h-/ but when it
is non-initial, the /h-/ is realized.
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6.3.42, Prefixes selected by Stem-Class II (stems
with initial: 1, n, w, ?, bi-consonantal clusters not covered in
Class I, tri-consonantal clusters): These prefixes are identical
to those selected by Stem-Class I above with the following

difference:

1st person singular ke~

6.3.43. Prefixes selected by Ctem-Class IIT (y-stems)
are also the same as those selected by Stem-Class I above with the
following difference:

2nd person singular (h)s-

6.3.4),, Prefixes selected by Stem-Class IV (i-stems):

1st p. sg. k-
2nd p. sg. (h)s-
3rd p. sg. masculine 1a-
feminine/
indefinite ye~-
feminine/
neuter ka-

1st p. dual inclusive/
exclusive yaken-

plural inclusive/

exclusive yakwa-
2nd p. dual sen-
plural sewa~

3rd p. dual masculine (h)n-



fem. /indef/

neuter

plural masculine

fem/indef/

neuter

ken-

lun-

kun-

Following all pronominal prefixes ending in vowels, the initial

/i-/ of the verb stem is lost.

1st p.
2nd p.

3rd p.

1st p.

2nd p.

3rd p.

6.3.45 Prefixes selected by Stem-Class V(a-stems):

singular
singular
sg. masculine
fem/indef
fem-neuter
dual inclusive
exclusive
plural inclusive
exclusive
dual
plural
dval masculine
fem/indef/

neuter

plural masculine

fem/indef

neuter

K=
(h)s-
1-

yu-

yakw-

SewW-

(h)y-

lu-

ku-

Here, too, prefixes ending in vowels are followed by verb

which lose their initial /a-/.

stems



lst p.
2nd p.

3rd p.

1st p.

2nd p.

3rd p.

ist p.
2nd p.

3rd p.

b3, 46,
singular
singular
sg. masculine

fem/indef

fem/neuter
dual inclusive
exclusive
plural inclusive
exclusive
dual
plural
dual masculine
fem/indef/
neuter

plural masculine

fem/indef/

neuter
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Prefixes selected by Stem-Class VI (el-stems):

k-
(h)s-

;

y (and in some cases /fya-/

which involves loss of stem
initial /e-/)

ten-
yaken-
tew-
yakw=
sen-
sew-

(h)n-

ken-

lun=-

kun=-

6.3.47 Prefixes selected by Stem-Class VII (e2-/

stems and all /a~/ stems):

singular
singular
sg. masculine

fem/indef

fem fieuter

(h)s-
law-

yakaw-

yaw-



1st p.

2nd p.

3rd p.

(/o-/ stems
1st p.
2nd p.

3rd p.

1lst p.

2nd p.

3rd p.

dual inclusive/
exclusive

plural inclusive/
exclusive

dual

plural

dual /plural

masculine

fem/indef /neuter

6.3.48.
and fu-/ stems):
singular
singular
sg. masculine
fem/indef
fem/neuter
dual inclusive

exclusive
plural inclusive
exclusive
dual
plural
dval masculine
fem/indef/

neuter
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yaken-

yakw-
sen-

Sew-

lun-

kun-

Prefixes selected by Stem-Class

(h)s=
(h)1-

yak=-

ten-
vaken-

t ew-~
yaky-
sen-

(h)n=-

ken=-

VIII
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plural masculine lun=-
fem/indef/
neuter kun- (and in some cases free

variation with kon-)

6.3.5. Rules
On the basis of the data presented in the previous
section, more general rules can be formulated to account for the
attested shapes of the subjective pronominal prefixes. These
rules are stated below in terms of generalizations of phonological

selection.

6,351,
1st p. singular {k=} — k-/__V
S
____single t, k, j, s, h
___hfC
____s/stop
____k/resonant
ke-/ __single 1, n, w
2
____CC (ot h/C, s/stop,

k /resonant.)

CCC

6.3.52
2nd p. singular {(h)s-}] — (h)s-/__ ¥

P
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(h)se-/____C (non-y)

6.3.53
3rd p. singular {nla-} hnla-/__ ¢
masculine lv-/___i (loss of i)

(h)1-/___o, u, a, et
law-/___€?, v
One general morphophonemic rule applies to all masculine
pronominal prefixes (singular, dual, and plural):
1 — 14
h/when non-initial
This rule applies throughout except in verbs where the syllable
preceding the masculine pronominal prefix is stressed. Stress is
placed in accordance with counting and shifting rules stated in
3.7.2. above, The syllable preceding the pronominal prefix may
either contain a verbal prefix or it may be an empty syllable
containing a "dummy" vowel., The purpose of empty syllables is to
provide for the placement of stress and is necessary in the
construction of certain verbs,
When a stressed syllable precedes a masculine pronominal prefix,
the initial /-1-/ of the pronominal prefix is retained. For example:
/latb:1lats? "he hunts, is hunting, is a hunter"
1- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-at6:lats hunt!
/%ehalistéZlalaks/ "he types, is typing, is a typist"
te- duplicative prefix

-ha- 3rd person masculine singular subject
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-listé:lalaks "type!
-list- "iron, metal®
-olalak- '"press, squeeze"
-s serial aspect suffix
but:
/i:lehle?/ "he wants it, wants to..."
i:-~ dummy vowel
-1- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-ehl- "want"
-7 perfective aspect suffix
/yaha:lawe?/ ™he arrived there, went there, reached the top"
yah- translocative prefix
-a:- declarative modal prefix
-la- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-w- M"arrive,"
-7 punctual aspect suffix
/atakéhsu ne vthle?/ "he will walk here, ccme here on foot"
V- future modal prefix
-t- cislocative prefix
-hl- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-e~ "come"

-7 perfective aspect suffix

6.3.54.
3rd p. singular { ye-) ye/__C
feminine/ i (loss of i)
ndefinite yu-/___a (loss of a)

y=, yv=/___el (loss of el
occurs after yv=-)
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yakaw-/ €<, A

yak=/ o, u

643455,
3rd p. singular {ka-} —ka-/___C
feminine/ =/ i (loss of i)
neut er w-/___a, el
yaw—/_____ez, A
y-/___o, u
3. 56,
1st p. dual {teni-} —teni-/ _ C
inclusive ten-/___ V (non-a)
Jky-/__a
6.3.57
1st p. dual {yakeni-} — yakeni-/__ C
exclusive yaken-/ _ V (non-a)
yaky-/__a
6.3.58
lst p. plural {tewa-} —ytewa-/___ C
inclusive tewa-/_ i (loss of i)

tew-/___ V (non-i)

3 This form is not as aberrant as it looks on the surface. The cluster
*/-ty-/ is not permissable in Akwesasne Mohawk. It is realized
instead as /-ky-/ (see 4.2.12, above, ).
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63+ 5%
1st p. plural {yakwa—} — yakwa~/__ C
exclusive yakn-/ i (loss of i)
vakw-/ ___a, e, A
yaky-/___0, u
6.3.60
2nd p. {seni-} ——yseni-/___ C
dual sen-/___V (non-a)
bi-/__a
6.3.61.
2nd p. {sewa-} —3y sewa~-/___C
plural sewan-/ i (loss of i)
sew-/___V (nonw-i)(non-o,
u)
5;[___9, u
6.3.62
3rd p. dual {(h)ni—} — (h)ni-/_C
Masculine (h)n~/___V (non-a)
(h)y-/__a
6:3:63.
3rd p. dual {keni-—_} —— keni-/___C
feminine/ ken-/ __V (non-a)
indefinite/
neuter ky/ a

This form is not as aberrant as it looks on the surface. The
o . D . ‘ . & ex ng & 771 4 .
cluster */»sy4/ is not permissable in Akwesasne mohuwﬁ\buu 18
represented on the surface by /-j-/ (sce Lh.2.13, abovej,
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6.3.6L.
3rd p. plural {1ati-) —lati-/__ C
masculine lun-/__ V (ron-a)
lu-/__ a (leus of a)
6.3.65
3rd p. plural { koti~} —koti-/ ¢
feminine/
indefinite/ kun=/___V (non-a
neuter ku-/ 2 (loss of a)

6.3.6. Certain pronominal prefixes are affected by the
shape of the modal prefix which precedes them. A general
morphophonemic rule can be stated which applies in all such cases,
This rule is secondary; that is, it applies to the given
pronominal prefix after the shape of such a prefix is first selccted
on the basis of the morphophonenic rules given in 6.3.5 above,

The rule for the selection of pronominal prefixes by verbtal
prefixes is:
verbal prefix ending /-?/ + pronominal prefix beginning
[y-/ — loss of prefix initial /fy-/
This rule applies specifically to the following pronominal
prefixes:

"feminine/indefinite" singuler: {ye-}
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1st p. exclusive dual: { yakeni}
1st p. exclusive plural: {yakwa-}
For example:

/vyekwé:ni ne tho yviyv/ M"she, one will be able to go"
v- future modal prefix
-ye- 3rd person singular feminine-indefinite subject
-kwé:ni "can, be able to"

/wa %ekwe:ni ne tho yé:yv/ "she, one was able to go"
wa?- declarative modal prefix
~e- 3rd person singular feminine/indefinite subject
~kwé:ni Mcan, be able to"

To examplify the hierarchial process of rule application, the
rules for the formation of the verb /wa%ekwe:ni/ '"she, one was able to
..." are given below:

1. modal prefix + pronominal prefix + verb stem

2. declarative mode + 3rd p. sing. fem/indef + "be able to"

3. declarative mode + 3rd p. sing. fem/indef + {-kwe:ni)}

L. declarative mode + {ye-} + {-kwéEni}

5 { wa?-  + {ye-} {-kwéEni}

b {wa?} + /&ekwé:ni?/

Te /Ma?ekwé;ni?/

This schematization of the proper construction of the verb
/ha?ekwe;ni/ indicates that the proper form of the pronominal
prefix is selected first by the verb stem which follows it. Then the
pronominal prefix is secondarily affected by the shape of the modal

prefix which precedes it.
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All of the allomorphs of the pronominal prefixes mentioned
above, i.e. {ye-,| {yakeni-), and [yakwa-} are affected by the
/y-/ deletion rule, as are the fy-/ initial allomorphs of the 3rd
person feminine/neuter singular prefix, i.e., /yaw-/ and /y-/, the
feminine/neuter prefixes which occur preceding stem-classes VII

(e2- and A- stems) and VIII (o~ and u-stems), respectively.

6.4, Pronominal Prefix Components
On the basis of the data and the rules given in 6.3.5. and
6.3.6. above, certain recurring components can be isolated from the
subjective pronominal prefixes and particular meanings can be
assigned to them,

6.4.1. Singular Components

1st person -k~
2nd person ~5-
3rd person
masculine ~la-
feminine/
indefinite -ye-
feminine/
neuter -

6.4.2. Non-singular Components

inclusive -te-
exclusive ~-ya-
dual =il
plural

1st, 2nd p. —wWa-
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3rd p. -ti-

6.4.3. The following tree diagrams schematize the co-
occurrences of person, number, and gender components., The person
and number components are primary. The distinction of inclusive
and exclusive person and the distinctions of gender are secondary
since their application is restricted to a particular person
component and even within these persons, the distinctions are
sometimes merged. Since the person and number components are
equally primary, the trees can be arranged according to two equal
alternatives. The tree structure beginning with the person components
is given below:

1st person
/

singular dual plural

inclusive exclusive inclusive exclusive

2nd person

singular dual plural

3rd person

e PO

singular dual plural
e ] /\ £y
masc, fem/ fem/ masc fem/ masc fem/
indef neuter indef/ indef/
neuter neuter

6.4.4. Formation of Non-singular Prefixes
In some cases, the shape of the non-singular
pronominal prefix is arrived at by the simple joining of the person
and number components, In others, certain phonological changes take

place in the formation of the non-singular pronominal prefixes, In

one instance, i.e, in the non-masculine dual and plural 3rd person,
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there is a neutralization of two categories distinguished in the
singular, That is, the categories of "feminine/indefinite" and
"feminine/neuter are merged in the dual and plural, The resultant
shape of the prefix is derived from the singular prefix for
"feminine/hheuter,"

6.4.41. The following chart contains an analysis of the
non-singular pronominal prefixes in terms of their components:
Person Inclusive/ Number
Exclusive

Incl.| Excl. Dual ,Plural

1st dual te- -ni |
incl. l

1st dual k-  ya- -ni |
excl,

B

l
lst plural ' ]
incl. | te- | -wa

1st plural
excl,

e

2nd dual

19}
|
|
3
.

2nd plural

3rd dual (1)-

masculine o

d 1 i
3¥em§§gdef/ ke~ -ni |
neuter '

3rd plural

| 41
masculine 1a

|
3rd plural
fem/indef/| ku- |
neuter ko- -ti
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6.4.42. The inclusive prefixes are not marked for person.
It is possible that since "inclusive'" only occurs in the 1lst person, its
overt marking for person is redundant and therefore unnecessary. The
fact remains, however, that the exclusive prefixes are marked for

person althougl they, too, only occur in the 1lst person.

6.4.43. In the 1st and 2nd person non-singular prefixes,
the allomorphic shape of the person marker is in keeping with
selection rules specified in 6.4.1. and 6.4.2. above (with the
exception of the 1st person plural exclusive). That is, the inclusion
of an epenthetic vowel, -e-, is necessary to break up an inadmissable

consonant cluster. For example: 2nd person /s-/ + dual /-ni/ —>
{seni-}

6.4.44. In the 3rd person masculine dual prefix, the
person marker only appears when the pronominal prefix is non-initial.
And in non-initial position, /1-/ is realized as /h-/, in keeping with
the rule stated in 6.3.53. above.

6.L.45. The person markers for the 3rd person non-
masculine non-singular prefixes are somewhat aberrant and do not follow
directly from the rules for singular prefixes. As mentioned above, the
sinpular categories of '"feminine/indefinite" and "feminine/neuter"
are merged in the non-singular forms, but the vowel in the resulting
person marker seems peculiar to these prefixes and does not follow

the previously stated general rules.

6.4.5 The following complete paradigms illustrate the

selection rules for the formation of the subjective pronominal prefixes.
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The eight paradigms illustrate the selection rules appropriate to each
of the eight verb stem-classes (see 6.2. above.). The following verb
stems are exemplified:

Class I: -hninu- "buy"

Class II: -nutek- "close"

Class II1: =-yvtho- "plant"

Class IV: -i*“telu- "live, stay"

Class V: =-atolat- "hunt"

Class VI: -ehl- "want!"

Class VII: -enu- "walk, go by foot"

Class VIII: -uni- "make, build"

Class I: ~-hninu- "buy" (see 6.3.41. above.)

e i e e e e — e e e o e e e e e e e .

khni :nus k hni :nus "I buy, am buying, am a
buyer"

sehni :nus se hni :nus "you (sg.) buy"

lahni :nus la hni :nus "he buys"

yehni’:nus ye hni :nus "'she, one buys"

kahni :nus ka hni :nus "she, it buys"

tenihni :nus teni hni:nus "we (dual incl.) buy"

yakenihni :nus yakeni hni :nus "we (dual excl.) buy™

tewahni :nus tewa hni :nus "we (pl. incl.) buy"

yakwahni :nus yakwa hni :nus "we (pl. excl.) buy"

senihni :nus seni hni :nus "you (dual) buy™

sewahni :nus sewa hni :nus "you (pl.) buy"

nihni :nus ni hni :nus "they (masc. dual) buy"



kenihni :nus

latihni :nus

kotihni :nus

Class II: -nutek- "close" (see 6.3.42. above)

kenu :teks
senu:teks
lani:teks
yenu :teks
kanu :teks

teninu:teks
vakeninu:teks
t éwanu :teks
yakwanu :teks
seninii:teks
sewanu :teks
nind :teks
keninu:teks
latini:teks

kotinu:teks

=)
C
N

keni hni :nus

lati hni :nus

koti hni:nus

ke nu:teks
se nu:teks
la nu:teks
ye nu:teks
ka nu:teks

teni nu :teks

yakeni nu:teks

tewa ni:teks
yakwa nﬁ:teks
seni nu:teks
sewa nu:teks
ni nu:teks

keni nu:teks
lati nu:teks

koti nu :teks

"they (f/i/n/ dual) buy"

"they (masc, pl.) buy"

"they ({/i/n pl.) buy"

"I'm closing it"

"'you (sg.) are closing it"
"he's closing it"

"she, one is closing it"
"she, it is closing it"

"we (du. incl.) are
closing it"

"we (pl. incl.) are
closing it"

"we (du. excl.) are
closing it"

"we (pl. excl.) are
closing it"

"you (dual) are closing
it"

"you (pl.) are closing
it "

"they (masc. dual) are
closing it"

"they (f/i/n dual)are
closing it"

"they (masc. pl.) are
closing it"

"they (f/i/n pl.) are
closing it"
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"I plant, am planting,
am a planter"

"you (sg.) plant"

"he plants"

"she, one plants"
"she, it plants"

"we (du. incl.) plant"
"we (du. excl.) plant"
"we (pl. incl.) plant"
"we (pl. excl.) plant"
"you (dual) plant"

"you (plural) plant"
"they (masc. du.) plant"
"they (f/i/n du.) plant"
"they (masc. pl.) plant"

"they (f/i/n pl.) plant"

"I live, stay (there)"
"you (sg.) live"
"he lives"

"she, one lives"

Class III: -yvtho- "plant" (see 6.3.43. above.)
kyvthos k y¥thos
jvthos j ¥thos
lay¥thos la y&ihos
yey&thos ye yéthos
kayéthos ka yGthos
teniy\/rthos teni yw';thos
yakeniyvthos yakeni yvthos
teway%thos tewa yvthos
yakway{}thos yakwa, y\'}thos
seniyﬁfhos seni yGthos
sewayvthos sewa yvthos
niy&thos ni yGthos
keniyvthos keni y¥thos
latiyithos lati yvthos
kotiyvthos koti yéthos
Class IV: ~-i?’teln- "live,stay" (see 6.3.4LL. above.)
ki:telu k 1:telu
ji:telu 3 i:telu
1v:telu 1v: telu
yé:telu ye: telu
kv:telu kv: telu

yakeni :telu

yakwv:telu

vaken 1 :telu

yakwv: telu

"she, it lives"

"we (du. incl, excl)
live"

"we (pl. incl, excl)
live"



seni :telu
sewv:telu
ni:telu

keni :telu
luni:telu

kuni :telu

Class V: =-atolat-

kato:lats

sato:lats
lato:lats
yuto:lats
wato:lats
kyato:lats
yavkato:lats
tewato:lats
yvakwato:lats
jato:lats
sewato:lats
vato:lats
kyato :lats
luto:lats

kuto:lats

"hunt 1"
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sen i:telu

ser: telu
S

n i:telu

ken i:telu

lun i:telu

kun i:telu

(see 6.3.45. above.

"you (dual) live"

"you (plural) live"
"they (masc. dual) live"
"they (£f/i/n du.) live"
"they (masc. pl.) live"

"they (f/i/n pl.) live"

~—r

k atd:lats

s ato:lats

1 atb:lats

yu to:lats

w ato:lats

ky ato:lats
yvaky ato:lats
tew ato:lats
yakw ato:lats
j ato:lats
sew ato:lats
y ato:lats
ky ato:lats
lu to:lats

ku to:lats

"I hunt, am hunting,
am a hunter"

"you (sg.) hunt"

""he hunts"

"she, one hunts"

"she, it hunts"

"we (dual incl) hunt"
"we (dual excl) hunt"
"we (pl. incl) hunt"
"we (pl. excl) hunt"
"you (dual) hunt"

"you (plural) hunt"
"they (masc. du.) hunt"
"they (f/i/n du.) hunt"
"they (masc. pl.) hunt"

"they (f/i/n pl.) hunt"
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Class VI: -ehl- '"want (see 6.3.46. above.)

{:kehle~ {: k ehle” "I qant it, I want to..."
ihsehle? { hs ehle” "you (sg.) want"
{:lehle” {: 1 ehle- "he wants"

i:yehle” {: y ehle: ""she, one wants"
i:wehle" i: w ehle: "she, it wants"
itenehle~ i ten ehle* "we (du,incl) want"
yakenehle* yaken ehle* "we (du.excl) want"
{tewehle? { tew ehler twe (pl. incl.) want"
yakwehle” yakw ehle- "we (pl.excl.) want"
{senehle? i sen ehle” "you (dual) want"
{sewehle* i sew ehle~ "you (plural) want"

L il i hn ehle” "they (masc.du.) want"
{kenehle? { ken ehle* "they (f/i/n du.) want"
10 :nehle* li:n ehle* "they (masc. pl.) want"
ku:nehle® ku:n ehle? "they (f/i/n pl.) want"

Class VII: =-enu- "walk, go by foct" (see 6.3.47. above.)

/
nitewaké :nu ni:te wa k e:nu "I walked her, came by
foot"
/

nitehse :nu ni te hs e:nu "you (sg.) came"

/ 7’
nithawe :nu ni t haw e:nu ""he came"
5

Note that the form /fhnehle”/ is an exception to the
morphophonemic rule: V + h + resonant —V: (see 3.7.14.).
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nikyakawéﬁnu ni k yakaw é:nu "she, one came"
nikyawé:nu ni k yaw e:nu ""she, it came"
4

nikyakene :nu ni k yaken é:nu "we (dual incl, excl)
came'"

nikyakwe :nu ni kyakw e:nu "we (pl. incl, excl)
came'"

nitesene :nu ni te sen e:nu "you (dual) came"

nitesewé:nu ni te sew e:mu "you (plural) came™

nithune:nu ni t hun é:nu "they (masc dual, pl.)
came'!

nitekune :nu ni te kun é:nu "they (f/i/n du., pl.)

came™

Class VIII: -uni- "make, build" (see 6.3.48. above)

ku:nis k u:nis "I make, build; am making,
building; am a maker,
builder"

su:nis s u:nis "you (sg.) make"

hlu:nis hl u:nis "he makes"

yakﬁ:nis yak-ﬁ:nis "she, cne makes"

yunis y u:nis "she, it makes"

tenu:nis ten u:nis "we (du incl) make"

yakenu:nis
/ 03
tewu:nis
yakyu:nis
rd
senu:nis
ju:nis
nu:nis
kenu:nis

lunu:nis

kunu :nis

yaken U:nis
tew u:nis
yaky u:nis
sen u:nis

j u:nis

n u:nis
ken u:nis
lun u:nis

kun u:nis

"we (du excl) make"

"we (pl. incl.) make"
"we (pl. excl.) make"
"you (dual) make"

"you (pl.) make"

"they (masc dual) make"
"they (£/i/n dual) make"
"they (masc pl) make"

"they (f/i/n pl) make"
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6.5. Objective Pronominal Prefixes

Objective Pronominal Prefix:

subjective objective
pronominal +  prefix
prefix marker

The objective pronominal prefix consists of the subjective
pronominal prefix and an objective marker. The particular positional
arrangements of these two components for each person will be discussed

in 6.5.2. below and following.

6.5.1. Objective pronominal prefixes express a number of
relationships between the agent and patient or beneficiary of a verb.
These relationships are outlinedand exemplified below.

1. Animate agent and neuter patient. (These verbs are often
translated into English as transitives.):
Jwakakye’s/ "I lose it, I keep losing it"

wa- objective marker

-k- 1lst person singular prefix

-akye?- "lose"

-s serial aspect suffix

/%ewakatuhujé:ni/ "T want it, I want to do it"

te-~ duplicative prefix

-w- objective marker

-k- 1st person singular prefix

—atuhujﬁ:ni "want"

/loka :latus/ "he tells stories"

1- 3rd person masculine singular prefix
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~-0o- objective marker
~ka:latu- "tell a story"
-s serial aspect suffix

2. Neuter agent and animate patient. (These verbs are often
translated into English as passives.):

/ukenehlé:ko?/ "it surprised me; I was surprised"

u- objective marker and declarative modal prefix
-ke- 1st person singular prefix
-nehls :ko?” "surprise"
/ukwatv anahlo?/ "I've been witched"
u- objective marker and declarative modal prefix
-kw~ 1st person singular prefix
-atv@ nahlo? Mwitch®
/Wahoteselﬁ:ti?/ "lightning hit him; he was hit by lightning"
wa~ declarative modal prefix
-h- 3rd person masculine singular prefix
—-o- objective marker
~teselu:ti? "(lightning) hit"

3. There are certain verb bases which occur only with objective
pronominal prefixes. The prononimal prefix is often translated as
the subject or actor, the verb generally describing a state or
condition of the grammatical subject. The whole construction is
often translated into English as an intransitive verb.

/Wakewé;nis/ "] stutter, I'm a stutterer"

wa- objective marker

-ke- 1st person singular prefix
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—wgzni "stutter"
-s serial aspect suffix
/lokst¥v:ha/ 'he's old"
1- 3rd person masculine singular prefix
-o- objective marker
—ksté:ha "be old"
/y3:ta’s/ "she, it is sleeping"
y- 3rd person feminine/neuter singular prefix
-5:- objective marker
~ta“~ M"sleep"
-s serial aspect suffix
L. With verb bases containing a noun root, the objective prefix
refers to the possessor of the incorporated noun:
/tewakenuhsahju/ "my house is dirty™
te- duplicative prefix
~wa~ objective marker
-ke- 1lst person singular prefix
-nuhs- "house'"
-éhju "be dirty"
/wakenahskwayv?/ "I have an animal"
wa- objective marker
~ke~ 1st person singular prefix
“nahskwa- "animal"

-yv. '"have, own, possess"

6.5.2 Objective Morphemes

The objective morphemes which co-occur with the
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subjective pronominal prefixes are:
1st person (singular, dual, plural): wa-
2nd person (singular): -a

3rd person (singular, dual, plural): -o

6.5.3. Arrangement
The arrangement of the objective morphemes in relation

to the subjective pronominal prefexes is as follows:

Objective Pronominal Prefixes

Person

1st person

singular objective subjective

marker: wa- prefix: -k-
dual wa-= -ya-keni-
plural wa- -ya-kwa-

2nd person

singular subjective objective
prefix: (h)s- marker: -—a-
3rd person
singular subjective objective
masculine prefix: 1- marker: -0-
feminine/ yak- -o-
indefinite
feminine/ y- -o-
neuter
dual, plural subjective objective
masculine prefix: 1-ti marker: -o-
feminine/
indefinite/
neuter y-ti -o-

\s can be seen, in the lst person (singular and non-singular),



—
Josdk
X

the objective morpheme precedes the appropriate subjective prefix.
In the 2nd and 3rd persons, the objective morphemes follow the
appropriate subjective pronominal prefixes. Also, as can be seen,
the objective marker does not co-occur with 2nd person non-singular

prefixes, as will be further discussed in 6.5.42. below.

6.5.4. There are a number of general morphophonemic
rules which apply in the oonstruction of objective pronominal prefixes.
These are discussed below.
6.5.41. Two rules apply to the lst person objective
pronominal prefixes:
{w?}  + {owa-) —/u-y/
{wa-} + -(y)a- — /(y)u-/
The first rule applies in 1lst person singular forms with the
modal prefix {wa?—.} It means that when the objective morpheme
{-wa-} occurs following the declarative modal prefix {wa?—,} both
are merged and are realized as /u-/. For example:
/wakekst¢:ha/ "I'm old"
wa- objective marker
-ke- 1st person singular prefix
~kst¥viha "be old"
/ukeksté%hahne?/ "] became old"
u- declarative modal prefix and objective marker
~ke- 1st person singular prefix
—kstﬁ@hahne? "become old"
The underlying structure for "I became old" is

*5&af-wa-ke—kst§:hahne?/.
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However, before a verb base with an initial vowel /-a-/, the

rule is slightly modified:
{wa?~} + {—wa—} - {-k-} (1st person) +/-a-/—> jukwa-/
That is, /-w-/ is inserted after the 1lst person singular prefix
{—k-—r} before the stem-initial vowel /-a—/.
For example:
/wakatelaswi:yo/ "I have good luck"
wa- objective marker
-k- 1lst person singular prefix
-atela“swi:yo "have good luck"
/ukwatela ‘swi:yoste./ ™I had good luck (e.g. last night)"
u- declarative modal prefix and objective marker
-kw- 1st person singular prefix
-atela swi:yoste: "have good luck"
The underlying structure of "I had good luck" is
*/wa “-wa-k-atel “swi :yoste?/.

The second rule listed above, i.e. {wa-} + /(y)as — /(y)u/,
applies to all lst person non-singular prefixes. That is, the
subjective pronominal prefixes {yakeni-} and {yakwa—,} the
dual and plural lst person prefixes, respectively, become /yukeni-/
and /yukwa-/ in the objective paradigm.

When these 1lst person non-singular objective prefixes co-occur
with the declarative modal prefix {wa?-} (or with any other
verbal prefix ending with /-?/), the initial /y-/ of the pronominal
prefix is lost following the final /-7/ of the verbal prefix, in

keeping with the rule stated in 6.3.6. above. For example:
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/yukeni nikuhlaksvs/ "we (dual) are sad"
yakeni- 1lst person dual prefix
yukeni- 1st person dual objective prefix
-7nikuhlaksv~ 'be sad"
-s serial aspect suffix
/wa.“ukeni “nikuhldksv/ "we (dual) were sad"
wa ‘- declarative modal prefix
-yukeni- 1st person dual objective prefix
-‘nikuhlaksv '"be sad"

Note that in the cbjective 1lst person non-singular prefixes,
the distinction between inclusive and exclusive person is neutralized.
The attested non-singular objective prefixes are derived from the
subjective exclusive prefixes. It is interesting to recall that the
subjective pronominal prefixes for inclusive lst person agents do not
contain a 1lst person component (see 6.4.42.). That is, the subjective
pronominal prefixes for 1lst person inclusive dual {teni—} and lst
person inclusive {tewa—} lack the 1lst berson component marker {—k-} .
This fact and the fact that the objective prefixes for lst person non-
singular are based on the exclusive lst person prefixes suggest
that the category of "exclusive'" is more basic in Mohawk than is the
category of "inclusive."

The shape of the 1lst person subjective pronominal prefixes, both
singular and ron-singular, which follow the objective morpheme {wa—}
is in all cases consistent with the selection rules given in 6.3.5.
above. That is, the subjective prefix is selected by the shape of

the verb stem which follows it.
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6.5.42 The objective morpheme for 2nd person
singular {-a-} follows the singular subjective 2nd person prefix
{(n)s-} . The shape of the subjective prefix is in keeping with
the selection rule stated in 6.3.52. above; that is, the 2nd person

singular prefix is realized as /(h)s-/ when preceding the vowel
/-a/.
The following rule applies to the shape of the 2nd person
singular objective morpheme:
{-a-} —ba/___C
v/___ i (loss of i)
@/ V (non-i)

In the 2nd person non-singular, i.e. dual and plural, there is
no overt representation for the objective. Therefore, the shape of
the 2nd person non-singular prefixes in the objective paradigm are
identical to those in the subjective paradigm.

In Akwesasne Mohaﬁk, the objectiﬁe morpheme is overtly
realized in the 2nd person singular only with verb stems beginning
with consonants. It does not occur with vowel-initial verb stems in
Akesasne Mohawk except those beginning with /-i/, and in this case,
the objective morpheme undergoes the same morphophonemic changes
that characterize underlying /-a-/ occurring with /-i-/ stems
(see 6.3.4). above). That is, the /-a-/ of the objective morpheme
is realized as /-v-/ preceding /i-/ initial verb stems (with a

characteristic loss of the stem-initial /i-/).

6.5.43 The objective morpheme for 3rd person

(singular and non-singular), {—o—} , follows the 3rd person
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subjective pronominal prefixes. The shape of the subjective prefix
is consistent with the selection rules given in 6.3.53., 6.3.54. and
6.3.55. above. That is, the subjective prefixes, which occur are

those which are appropriate before the vowel /-o-/. These are:

3rd person sing. masculine: (h)1-
feminine/
indefinite: yak-
feminine/
neuter: y-

When the 3rd person objective prefixes precede verb stems

beginning with vowels, the initial vowel of the stem is lost:
objective
morpheme {—o-} + /V-/initial —— loss of initial
verb stem V of stem
In the 3rd person non-singular prefixes, the objective morpheme
-0o- follows the person marker but precedes the number marker.
The distinction between dual and plural 3rd person is neutralized
in the objective prefixes. The objective prefixes for non-singular
3rd person are derived from the plural subjective prefixes.

The 3rd person non-singular objective prefixes are:

with consonant-initial verb stems:

masculine: loti-
feminine/
indefinite/
neuter yoti-

with vowel-initial verb stems:
masculine: lon-
feminine/

indefinite/
neuter: yon-
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These 3rd person non-singular objective prefixes are

constructed with the following components:

Person Objective Plural
masculine: 1 - o - ti/_C
n/__V
feminine/
indefinite/
neuter y - o - ti/ C
n/ v

As can be seen, the 3rd person non-singular, non-masculine
objective prefix is based on the 3rd person singular subjective
prefix for "feminine/neuter." The allomorph which occurs here,

/y-/, is the appropriate one preceding the vowel /-o-/.

6.5.5. To summarize and illustrate the rules given in the
section 6.5 above for the formation of objective pronominal prefixes,
three complete paradigms are given below. The following verp stems
will be illustrated:

~hs%- "finish "Stem-Class I)
-ahtvky- "leave, go away" (Stem-Class V)
-‘nikuhlaksv- 'be sad, cry" (Stem-Class II)

Stem-Class I: -hs - "finish (see 6.3.41. above)

o ——— - —— — . 1. . e . . . e e . . —

wakhsu? wa k hsu? "I (have) finished it"
sahsu? s a hsu? "you (sg.) finished it"
16hsu? 1 6 hsu¥ "he finished it"

yakéhsu? yak & hsu? "she, one finished it"

yohsu? y 6 hsu? "she, it finished it"



124

@ 5 P4 "
yukenihsu* y-keni u hsu:
yukwahsu ? y-kwa u hsu?

P . o
senihsu* seni hsu®
sewahsu? sewa hsu?

e oy
lotihsu? 1-ti o hsu®

b < « o
yotihsu* y-ti o hsu-

Stem-Class V:

-ahtvky- "leave, go away"

"we (du.) finished it"

"we (pl.) finished it"
"you (dual) finished it"
"you (pl.) finished it"
"they (masc.) finished it"

"they (f/i/n) finished it"

(see 6.3.45. above)

wakaht vkyu wa k ahtvkyu
sahtvkyu s ahtikyu
lohtékyu lo htkau
yakohtkau yak o htikyu
yoht@kyu y o ht@kyu
yukyahtékyu y-ky u aht?kyu
yukwaht vkyu y-kw u ahtvkyu
jahtvkyu 3j ahtvkyu
sewahtékyu sew ahtkau
lonahtvkyu 1-n o ahtvkyu
yonaht@kyu y-n o ahtﬁkyu

Stem -Class II:

"Ile't, went away"
"you (sg.) left"
"he left"

"she, one left"
"she, it left®

"we (dual) left"
"we (pl.) left"
"you (dual) left"
"you (pl.) left"
"they (masc.) left"

"they (f/i/n) left"

-“nikuhlaksv- '"be sad, cry (over sadness"

(see 6.3.42. above)

wake “nikuhliksvs

sa?nikuhlaksvs s a “nikuhlaksvs
/ N 7

lo“nikuhlaksvs 1 o “nikuhlaksvs

yako?nikuhléksvs

wa ke “nikuhlaksvs

yak o “nikuhlaksvs

"I'm sad, crying"
"you (sg.) are sad"
"he is sad"

"she, one is sad"



yo’nikuhlaksvs
yukeni “nikuhlaksvs
yukwa “nikuhlaksvs
seni“nikuhlaksvs
sewa ‘nikuhlaksvs
loti ’nikuhlaksvs

yoti “nikuhlaksvs

125

y o “nikuhlaksvs
y~keni u “nikuhlaksvs
y-kwa u “nikuhlaksvs
seni “nikuhliksvs
sewa -nikuhlaksvs
1-ti o “nikuhléksvs

y-ti o “nikuhlaksvs

"she, it is sad"

"we (dual) are sad"
"we (pl.) are sad"
"you (dual) are sad"
"you (pl.) are sad"
"they (masc.) are sad"

"they (f/in/n) are sad"
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6.6 Transitive Pronominal Prefixes

The transitive pronominal prefixes express the co-occurrence
of the agent and the patient of the verb. That is, they express the
relationship of one person or thing as agent of the action of the
verb to another person or thing as patient. For the most part, the
transitive pronominal prefixes cannot be easily analyzed into
component parts and are best treated as fused units which express
the idea of a relationship in addition to denoting specific persons or
things.

The transitive pronominal prefixes are listed and discussed
below. They are arranged in paradigms according to the agent of the
verb. Rules for the selection of the phonological shapes of the
transitive prefixes are given and then general rules applying to these
prefixes are abstracted and discussed.

6.6.1. Transitive Pronominal Prefixes
6.6.11. 1lst person singular agent:
I : you (sg.) 6ko- —ko/___C

6 {ko—} varies freely with /ku-/. Both can occur initially and
both can occur stressed or unstressed. In comparison with other
Iroquoian languages, it seems that the basic proto-Iroquoian shape
of this prefix has the nasal, rather than oral, vowel:; that is
*/ku~/ or possibly */khu-/. The Akwesasne Mohawk /ko-/ is the result
of the denasalization of /-u-/ to non-nasal /-u-/ and a lowering of
the vowel height of /-u-/ to /-o-/. The first change, i.e.
denasalization, is subphonemic while the second change is a phonemic
one. However, in current Akwesasne speech, the free variation of
/ku-/ and /ko-/ indicates that these changes are not yet complete.

Although representing the prefix as {ko-} rather than as /ku-/
superficially obscures the historical origin of the form, the choice
was made on the basis of the fact that {ko-} is statistically more
prevalent at Akwesasne than is /u-/.
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e,i (loss of vowel)

koy/___a,o,u
I : him 1li — 19/ C

e, i (loss of vowel)

liy/ __a,o,u
I : her, one, khe- —+ khe/ C

them
e, i (loss of vowel)

khey/ __a, o, u

I : her, it k= — k/___ C (non-?,1,n,w)
v
ke/ “,1,n,w
I : you (dual) keni- —keni/ _ C

ken/ __V (non-a)

ky/ a

I : you (pl.) kwa- — kwa/___C

e, a (vowel loss)

kwv/___i (vowel loss)

ky/ o, u

6.6.12. 2nd person singular agent:
you (sg) : me (h)sek- — (h)sek/ V (non-a, i)
C (non-7,y,1,n,w)

7(h)ske/__‘-‘",l,n,W)

7 There is free variation in the 2nd person subject transitive prefixes
between the prefix partials /(h)s-/ and /ta-/ when preceding a
consonant. That is, /(h)ske-/ can also be realized as /take-/ but
/(h)sek-/ can only be realized as /(h)sek-/. For convenience, all
forms are written /(h)s-/, with the understanding that this can be
replaced by /ta-/ before consonants.
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(h)skw/__a
(h)sk/__y, i
you (sg) : him ts- — 8ts/____V
____C (non-7,1,n,w,h/n)
tse/ ____?,1,n,w,h/n
vou (sg) : her, (h)se- -~ - (h)se-/___C

one, them
e, i (vowel loss)

(h)sey/ a,o,u,
you (sg) : her, (h)s- we—a (h)s/ C (non-:,y,h/n)
it
V (non-i)
se/___?, h/n
iy, 1
you (sg) : us (h)skeni- - = (h)skeni/ ¢
(dual)
____V (non-a,o,u)
(vowel loss)
(h)skeniy/ o,u
(h)sky/__a
you (sg) : us (h)skwa= ——— (h)swka/ G
(plural)

____a,e (vowel loss)

There is free variation between the cluster /-ts-/ and the affricate
/-c—-/ before a vowel in any of the transitive prefixes which express
any subject/object co-occurrence of the 3rd person singular masculine
and 2nd person singular, dual, or plural. The only prefix in which
this free variation has no relevance is the one expressing 3rd person
singular masculine subject with 2nd person singular object ("he:

you (sg.)"). The stated free variation is irrelevant in that prefix
because it has a completely different phonological shape. For
convenience, the cluster is always written /-ts-/, with the
understanding that it varies freely with /-c-/ when preceding

a vowel.



he

he

he

he

he

he

he

6.6.13.

. me

: you (sg)

: him

: her, one
them

: her, it

: us (dual)

:us (plural)
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(h)skwv/___i (vowel loss)
(h)skway/___o,u

3rd person singular masculine

lak- ~-—— lak/___C (non-?,1,n,w)
____V (non-a)
lake/ ___ Y,1,n,w
lakw/____a
(h)ya- — (h)ya/_C

a, e (vowel loss)

(h)yv/___i (vowel loss)
(h)Y/ o, u
lo- — 1lo/__C

V (vowel loss)
(h)sako- — (h)sako/ __C

V (vowel loss)
(non-u)

(h)saka/ ___u
la- % la/___C
____V (loss) (non-i,u)

lv/___ i (loss)

(h)l/__u
(h)sukeni- — (h)sukeni/ _ C
____V (loss)
(non-a)
(h)suky/___a

(h)sukwa —— (h)sukwa/___C

____V (loss)
(non-i)



he

he :

: you (dual)

you (pl.)

6.6k,
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(h)sukwv/__i (loss)

(h)tsiseni~ — (h)tsiseni/ G

____V (loss)
(non-u)

(h)tsisen/ ___u

(h)tsisewa~ — (h)tsisewa/ c

feminine/indefinite agent:

she,

she,

she,

she,

she,

one : me
one : you
(sg.)
one : him
one : her,

one

one : her, it

yuk-

yesa-

luwa -

yutat-

V (loss)
(non-i,0,u)
(h)tsisewv/__i (loss)
(h)tsisew/ o, u

3rd person singular

——3 yuk/ ___ C (non-:,1,n,w)

o

___V (non-a)
yuke/ 7,1 n,w
yukw/ a
yesa/ ___C

____V (loss)
luwa/ __ C

V (loss) (Non-i)

luwv/ i (loss)

yutat/ _ C (non-+%,1,n,w,y)
Vv

yutate/____ ?,1,n,w

yutak/___y

kawa/____ C

____V (loss) (non-i)

kuwv/___i (loss)



she, one : us
(dual, plural)

she, one : you
(dual, plural)

she, one : them
(masc. )

she, one : them
(fem/indef/
neuter)

6.6.15.

feminine/neuter agent:

she, it : me

she, it : you (Sg)

she, it : him

she, it : her,
one, them

she, it : her, it

she, it : us
(dual)

she, it : us
(pl.)
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yukhi- —- yukhi/__ ¢

—_V (loss)
yetsi- —iyetsi/ __ C

____V (loss)

luwati- — luwati/ C
V (loss)
kuwati- —ikuwati/__ C

___V (1loss)

3rd person singular

wak- — wak/ __ C (non-7,1,n,w)
v
wake/ __ “,1,n,w
sa~ —— sa/ C
—_V (loss) (non-i)
sv/___ i (loss)
lo~ ~—3} lo/__C
___V (loss)
yako- — yako/___C
—_V (loss)
yo= =—3 yof. ___C
___V (loss)
yukeni- — yukeni/ _ C
yuken/ __ V (non-a)

yuky/ a

yukwa~- —7 yukwa / C

__V (loss) (non-i)



she, it : you (du)
she, it : you (pl)
6.6.16.

we (du) : you (sg)
we (du) : him
we (du) : her,

one, them
we (du) : her, it

W

o

(du) : you (du)

we (du) : you (pl)

8.6.17

we (pl) : you (sg)
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yukwv/ i (loss)

seni- — seni/ C

V (loss)

sewa- — sewa/ C

V (loss) (non-i)
sewv/ i (loss)

lst person dual agent:

keni- -—) keni/ __ C

ken/ V (loss) (non-a)

ky/ ___a
(h)sakeni~ (h)sakeni/ ¢

yakhi-

yakeni-

kwa -

——s

(h)saken/__V (non-a)
(h)saky/____a
yakhi/ ¢

—__V (loss)
yakeni/ ¢
yaken/___V (non-a)

yaky/____a

keni/ C
ken/ V (non-a)
ky/ a

kwa, / C

——

—V (loss) (non-i)

kwv/___i (loss)

1st person plural agent:

kwa -

— kwa/__ C



we (pl) : him
we (pl) : her, one,
them
we (pl) : you
(dual, plural)
6.6.18.

you (du) : me

you (du) : him

you (du) : her,
one, them

you (du) : her, it

you (du) : us
(dual)

(h)sakwa—-

yakhi-

kwa -

9(h)skeni-

tsiseni~

yetsi-

(h)seni-

(h)skeni-
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____V (loss) (non-i)
kwv/____i (loss)
(h)sakwa/ ___C

____V (loss) (Non-i)

(h)sakwv/___i (loss)
yakhi/___C
____V (loss)
kwa/___C

____V (loss) (non-i)

kwv/___ i (loss)

2nd person dual agent:

(h)skeni/___ C

____V (loss) (non-a)
(h)sky/ __a
tsiseni/___C

___V (loss) (non-a)
tsij/___a
yetsi/___ C

___V (loss) (non-g)

yetsiy/ _ a
(h)seni/ ___C

___V (loss) (non-a)
(h)skeni/___C

____V (loss) (non-a)

See footnote # 7 in 6.6.12. above for the alternation between

/(h)s—/ and /ta-/ when preceding a consonant.



you (du) : us
(plural)

6.6.19,

you (pl) : me

you (pl) : him

you (pl) : her,

one, them
you (pl) : her, it
you (pl) : us

(dual, plural)
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(h)skwa-

(h)sky/ ___a
(h)skwa/___C
—_V (loss) (non-i)

(h)skwv/___ i (loss)

2nd person plural agent:

lO(h)skwa—

tsisewa-

yetsi-

(h)sewa-

(h)skwa-

10 See footnote # 7 in 6.6.12. above

(h)skwa/___C

—V (loss) (non-i)
(h)skwv/___ i (loss)
tsisewa/___ C

——V (loss) (non-i)
tsisewv/___ i (loss)
yetsi/__ ¢

—V (loss) (non-a)

yetsiy/ _ a
(h)sewa/ ¢

V (loss) (non-i)

(h)sewv/ i (loss)

(h)skwa/ ___ C
—_V (loss) (non-i)

(h)skwv/___i (loss)

for the alternation between

/(h)s-/ and /ta-/ when preceding a consonant.
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6.6.20. 3rd person non-singular (dual, plural) masculine,
feminine/indefinite/neuter agents:

The transitive prefixes which express the co-occurrences of 3rd
person non-singular masculine, feminine/indefinite/neuter agents are
identical to those for 3rd person singular feminine/indefinite agents
discussed above in 6.6.14.

The forms for 3rd person singular feminine/indefinite agents and
those for 3rd person non-singular agents can be disambiguated by the
addiﬁion of separate pronominal words which refer to the agent of
the verb. For example:

ll/wa‘l’ukhl():li'i/ "she, one told me" '"they told me"

("told it to me/told me to...")
but :

/akauha wa?ukhlo:1i%/ "she, one told me"

/lonuha wa“ukhlo:1i”/ "they (masc., dual, plural) told me"

Jomiha wa‘ukhld:li'/ "they (fem/indef/neuter, dual, plural)

told me"

The pronouns for '"they" can be further disambiguated as follows:

/tehni:kweh wa“ukhlo:1i%/ /two men, they told me"

/lonu :kweh wa-ukhlo:1i%/ "many men, they told me"
and

/tekenu :kweh wa?ukhldzli:/ "two women, they told me"

1 e initial /y-/ of the transitive prefix { yuk-} "she, one, they:

me" is lost after the final /-./ of the aorist modal prefix wa’“-,
as discussed in 6.3.6. above.



/konu :kweh wa

6.6.2,

“ukhlo:1i"/

The charts below summarize the transitive pronominal
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prefixes which express agent/patient co-occurrences.

ratient

~
~

agent -~

~

1 sing.

1 dual

"many women, they told me"

1 plural

1 sp.
1 dual

1 pl.

- — T--

2 sg.

(h)sek-

2 dual

(h)skeni-

(h)skwa-

(h)skeni-

(h) skeni

(h)skwa-

2 pl.

—— s i -

(h)skwa-

(h)skwa-

(h)skwa-

3 sing.
masc.

— e e e i e S o e e e

3 sing.
fem/ind.
nonsing.
masc/fem/
ind/neuter

- ——

3 sing.
fem/n.

lak-

(h)sukeni-

(h)sukwa-

yukhi-

yukhi-

wak-

yukeni-

yukwa -
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~
~ patient
I~
agent D 2 sing. 2 dual 2 plural
1 sg. ko- keni- kwa -
- e
1 dual keni- keni - kwa -
1 plural kwa - kwa - kwa -
2 sg.
2 dual
2 plural
3 sing. |
masc. (h)ya- | (h)tsiseni- ' (h)tsisewa
3 sing.
fem/ind.
nonsing. ;
masc/fem/ |
ind/neuter yesa- yetsi- . yetsi-
3 sing.
fem/
neuter sa- seni- sewa-
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|
. patient
. 3 sing. 3 sing. 3 sing. 3rd nonsing.
masc. fem/ fem/ masc/fem/
agent L indef. neuter ind/neuter
1 sing. li- khe- k- ¢ khe-
1 dual (h)sakeni- yakhi- yakeni-— yakhi-
1 pl. (h)sakwa- yakhi- . yakwa- yakhi-
— - —— — ‘r . — e e b < i i e
2 sg. ts- (h)se- (h)s- (h)se-
e e e e e e e | —
2 dual tsiseni- yetsi- (h)seni- yetsi-
2 pl. tsisewa- yetsi- (h)sewa- yetsi-
3 sing.
masc. lo- (h)sako la- (h)sako
— i s e et e o ——
3 sing. i
fem/ind. ;
nonsing. 2
masc/ § ;
f/i/n i luwa- yutat- kuwa - . luwati-(masc.)
! | kuwati~(fem/
‘ indef/
§ neuter)
!
S — ;ﬁ e ——— = R W —— e,
3 sing. i
fem/
neuter llo— yako- yo- yako-
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6.6.3. A number of general rules can be abstracted from the
data given in the section above.

6.6.31. The agent and patient components in transitive
pronominal prefixes are generally thos.: that were abstracted for the
subiective pronominal prefixes (see 6.4. above).

The rules for the ordering of agent/patient components within

transitive pronominal prefixes are as follows:

Person ~ Transitive Prefix

1st person: 2
sing.: ' apent + patient
dual: §
plural ‘

2nd person: : agent <+ npatient

. {
sing. :
|

dual: % agent + vpatient (if patient is 1lst person)
plural | .
patient + agent (if patient is 3rd person)

3rd person:
sing. masc. patient + agent

sing. fem/
ind/neuter

nonsing. agent -+ npatient
masc/fem/
ind/neuter

e e e e

That is, the agent component precedes the patient component unless the
patient is 3rd person singular masculine, in which case the patient

component expressing 3rd person singular masculine patient always
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precedes its agent. However, if the agent is 2nd person non-singular
(i.e. dual and plural) and the patient is masculine (singular, dual, or
plural), then the patient component always precedes the agent component.
It is to be noted that these rules apply only to those transitive
prefixes which overtly express both the agent and patient components.
They logically cannot apply where the agent and patient are so highly
fused that the transitive prefix cannot be further analyzed into
separate agent and patient components but must be treated as a fused
unit. Alsn, these rules logically cannot apply where one or the other

~»f the agent and patient components is not at all overtly expressed.

6.6.311. The only isolable component in the transitive
prefix paradigm which has not already been discussed is the reflexive/
reciprocal {—atat—} .  The reciprocal component {-atat-} occurs in
the transitive prefix expressing the co-occurrence of 3rd person
singular feminine/indefinite agent with 3rd person singular feminine/
indefinite patient (and therefore also 3rd person non-singular agent
with 3rd person feminine/indefinite patient). This transitive prefix
is {yutat—} (see above chart). The initial /a~/ of the reciprocal

{-atat—} is lost when in combination with the 3rd person singular
feminine/indefinite prefix /yu-/, as discussed in 6.3.54. above.
It is interesting and important to note that the only paradigm
is which prefixes expressing 3rd person non-singular patients are
different from those expressing 3rd person singular feminine/indefinite
patients is the paradigm for 3rd person singular feminine/indefinite
agents. The co-occurrence of 3rd person singular feminine/indefinite

apents with 3rd person singular feminine/indefinite patients is expressed
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by the transitive prefix {yutat—} whereas the co-occurrence of 3rd
person singular feminine/ndefinite agents with 3rd person non-singular
patients is expressed by the transitive prefixes {luwati-} and
{kuwati—} , for 3rd person non-singular masculine patients and
3rd person non-singular feminine/indefinite/neuter patients,
respectively. This is also the only occurrence of separate transitive
prefixes for 3rd person non-singular masculine and 3rd person non-
singular non-masculine patients. They are formed in this case by the
addition of the 3rd person plural marker /-ti/ to the transitive
prefixes for 3rd person singular masculine patient {luwa—} and 3rd

person singular feminine/neuter patient {kuwa-} .

6.6.32. The phonological alternations of transitive prefixes
expressing 1st person singular patients follows the rules given for
1st person singular subjective pronominal prefixes given in 6.3.51.
above. That is, an epenthetic vowel /-e-/ is inserted after the lst
person singular component /k-/ when preceding the consonants /-1, -n, -w,
and -?/. Clusters of the consonant /k-/ followed by /1,n, or %/ are
always inadmissable in Akwesasne Mohawk. The cluster /-kw-/ is
permissable within a morpheme but is not permissable across morpheme

boundaries.

6.6.33. The transitive prefixes which express 3rd person
singular feminine/neuter agents are identical to the pronominal prefixes
in the objective paradigm, as discussed in 6.5. above. However, the
transitive prefixes expressing the co-occurrence of 3rd person
singular feminine/neuter agent and 3rd person non-singular patient are

different from the prefixes in the objective paradigm. Instead, the
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prefixes for the co-occurrence of 3rd person singular feminine/neuter
agent and 3rd person non-singular patient are identical to the
transitive prefixes expressing the co-occurrences of 3rd person
singular feminine/neuter agent and 3rd person singular feminine/
indefinite patient.

In other words, the co-occurrences of the 3rd person singular
feminine/neuter agent with animate patients is not overtly represented
in the transitive prefixes. They are represented, instead, by the
objective pronominal prefix appropriate to each patient in the

paradigm.

6.6.2L. Transitive prefixes which refer to 3rd person

singular feminine/neuter patients have the subjective pronominal prefix
shape of the agent. That is, 3rd person singular feminine/neuter
patients are not overtly expressed in the transitive prefixes. They are
expressed, instead, by the subjective pronominal prefix appropriate
to the agent.

The only exception to this rule is to express the co-occurrence of
3rd person feminine/neuter patients and 3rd person feminine/indefinite

agents. In this case, the transitive prefix is {kuwa-} .

6.6.35. Non-singular number for agents is expressed
as the final component in the transitive prefixes. Except with 3rd
person singular feminine/indefinite patients (and therefore also
with 3rd person non-singular patients), dual agents are represented
in the transitive prefixes by the final component /-ni/, while plural

agents are expressed by the final component /-wa/. The only exception
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to this rule is when the transitive prefix expresses the co-occurrence
of singular or dual agents with plural patients. In these cases,
non-singular number is represented by the plural marker /-wa/.

12 {kwa-} expresses the

For example, the transitive prefix

following agent/patient co-occurrences:

1st p. sg. agent / 2nd p. pl. patient

1st p. dual agent / 2nd p. pl. patient

lst p. pl. agent/ 2nd p. sg. patient

1st p. pl. agent / 2nd p. dual patient

1st p. pl. agent / 2nd p. pl. patient
The transitive prefix {kwa—} therefore expresses any combination of
1st person agent and 2nd person patient where the agent and/or patient
is plural. The ambiguity of this prefix results from the fact that

plurality of agent and of patient is expressed by the plural marker

/-wa/ and is expressed only once in each particular transitive prefix.

12 The fact that the transitive prefix {kwa—} contains a cluster of
/k/ and /w/ seems to violate the statement in 6.6.3L. above to the
effect that the /-kw-/ cluster is only permitted in Akwesasne
Mohawk within a morpheme and not across morpheme boundaries. It
may be that the prefixes show a high degree of morpheme fusion,
characteristic of Iroquoian languages, which permits certain
/-kw~/ clusters. On the other hand, the statement made concerning

the inadmissability of /~kw-/ clusters across morpheme boundaries may
have to be modified to refer only to the morpheme boundaries between

pronominal prefixes and verb stems; that is, the rule may apply

only across boundaries of different verbal classes but may not apply

across morpheme boundaries within a particular verbal class.
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6.6.351. hen a dual agent co-occurs with a dual
patient, the duality of number is expressed by the dual component /-ni/.
However, as with the plural component, the dual marker is expressed
only once. Therefore, certain transitive prefixes are ambiguous for
other agent/patient co-occurrences. The prefix {(h)skeni-} may
express the following co-occurrences of agent and patient:

2nd p. sg. agent / 1st p. dual patient

2nd p. dual agent / lst p. sg. patient

2nd p. dual agent / 1lst p. dual patient
In other words, the prefix {(h)skeni—} expresses the fact that the
agent and/or patient is dual and neither is more than dual. It
applies to any appropriate combination of 2nd person agent and 1lst

person patient.

6.6.352. The same kind of ambiguity results
with transitive prefixes expressing plural number in some combination
of 2nd person agent and lst person patient. The prefix {(h)skwa-}
has parallel ambiguities to those discussed above for the prefix
{kwa-} except that {(h)skwa-} refers to co-occurrences of 2nd
person agent and 1st person patient while {kwa—} refers to co-
occurrences of lst person agent and 2nd person patient. The prefix
{(h)skwaf} may refer to the following agent/patient co-occurrences:
2nd p. sg. agent / 1lst p. pl. patient
2nd p. dual agent / 1lst p. pl. patient
2nd p. pl. agent / 1lst p. sg. patient

2nd p. pl. agent / lst p. dual patient
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2nd p. pl. agent / 1st p. pl. patient
That is, the prefix {(h)skwa—} can refer to any co-occurrence of

2nd person agent and lst person patient where one or both are plural.

6.6.36. Non-singular number for patients is expressed
as the final component in the transitive prefixes. Except with 3rd
person singular feminine/indefinite agents (and therefore also with
3rd person non-singular agents), dual patients are represented in
the transitive prefixes by the final component /-ni-/, while plural
patients are represented by /-wa/. Examples of these prefixes and
their ambiguities have already been discussed in 6.6.35. above.

It should be kept in mind that only lst person and 2nd person dual
and plural agents and patients are expressed by these non-singular
number markers since 3rd person non-singular patients are expressed
with the same prefix as the one used for 3rd person singular
feminine/indefinite patients. Third person non-singular agents
likewise follow the paradigm for prefixes expressing 3rd person

singular feminine/indefinite agents.

6.6.361. Dual and plural patients are merged
when they co-occur with 3rd person feminine/indefinite agents (and
therefore also with 3rd person non-singular agents). The shape of
the number component is aberrant for 1lst and 2nd person patients.
However, non-singular number is expressed for 3rd person patients

by the regular plural component for 3rd person: /-ti/.

6.6.4. To summarize and illustrate the rules given in

section 6.6.1. above for the formation of transitive pronominal prefixes,
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a complete paradigm is given below. The paradigm involves a
consonant-initial verb stem of Stem-Class I: -hloli’- '"tell,
order" in the sense of '"tell it to someone,™ or '"tell someone to
do something."

A number of morphophonemic rules which have been discussed in
Chapter 4 above will be repeated below since they affect the

underlying sequences in the formation of the appropriate verb forms:

1. All prefixes expressing 3rd person masculine agent
or patient are affected by the rule:
/1-/——% /h=/ when non-initial
2. All pronominal prefixes with initial /y-/ are
affected by the rule:
modal prefix {wa?—} + JyV-/— fwaV-/
3. Under certain conditions the aorist prefix {wa?—}
is realized as /wa-/:
{wa? } 4 fle3{h=)/ 4 fuah/
L. Under certain conditions the aorist prefix i‘wa?ig
is realized as /we-/:

{wa?_} + [se=/—> /wese=/

Stem-Class I: -hloli:~ "tell, order'" (see 6.3.41. above.)

1st person singular agent: (see 6.6.11. above)

wa “kohld :1i 7 wa? ko hldg:1i* "T told you (sg.)"
(told it to you
told you to...$

wahihld:14i¢ wa hi hlo:li* "T told him"

wa “khehlo:1i*” wa’ khe hlo:1li- "I told her, one,
them"



wa “khlo:1i%
wa ‘kenihld:1i:

wa kwahlo:1i"

2nd person singular agent:
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wa? k hlo:1i?

wa- keni hlo:1iv

wa® kwa hlo:1iv

"I told her, it"

"Ttold you (dual)™

"T told you (pl.

(see 6.6.12. above)

wahsekhlo:1i~
wahtshlo:1i?

wahsehlo :1i*

wahshlo:11i?

wahskenihlo:1i"

wahskwak1d:1i "

3rd person singular masculine agent: (see 6.6.

i ———— L~ — i 1110 B« | v ot St e e et e . .

wahakhlo:1i?
wahyahlo:1i%
wahohlo:1i®

wahsakohlo:1i"

wahahlo:1i*

wa hsek hlo:1li"
wa hts hlo:li~

wa hse hlo:1iv?

wa hs hlo:li-

wa hskeni hlc:liv

wa hskwa hld:1i~

wa hak hld:1i~
wa hya h16:14i%

wa ho hlo:1iv

wa hsako hlo:li~

wa ha hlo:1liv

"you (sg.) told
"you (sg.) told

"you (sg.) told
one, them"

"you (sg.) told
it"

"you (sg.) told
(dual)"

"you (sg.) told
(pl.)"

13. above.)

"he told me"

)n

me"
him"

her,

her,

"he told you (sg.)"

"he told him"

"he told her, one

them"

"he told her, it"

wahsukenihlo:1iv

wahsukwahlo:1i?

wahtsisenihlo:1i"~

wahtsisewahlé:lii

wa

hsukeni hlo:1i?

hsukwa hlo:1li®

htsiseni hlo:1li:

htsisewa hlo:li~

"he told us (du.)"

"he

"he

"he

told us (pl.)"
told you (du.)"

told you (pl.)"

3rd person singular feminine/indefinite agent and 3rd person non-

singular agent (see 6.5.14. and 6.6.20. above)




wa ‘ukhlo:1i”

wafesahlézli?

wahuwahlo:1i®

wa“utathlo:1i?

wa “kuwahlo :1i+

wa ‘ukhihlo:1liv

wa ‘etsihlo:1i"

wahuwatihloli:

wa ‘kuwatihlo:1i?
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wa® uk hlo:li
wa? esa hlo:1li?
wa huwa hlo:1iv
wa’ utat hlo:li~
wa” kuwa hlo:1li:
wa: ukhi hlo:li
wa - etsi hlo:li~
wa huwati hlo:1i?

wa " kuwati hl&:liT

3rd person singular feminine/neuter agent:

ukhld:1iv
usahlo:1i”
wahohld:1i:

wa-akohlo:1i:

wa “ohlo:1i"

wa ‘ukenihlé:1iv

wa “ukwahlo:1i~
usenihlo:1i*

usewahlo:1i"

u k hléii
u sa hld:li’
wa ho hld:liv

wa': ako hlo:liv

wa: o hléflil

wa - ukeni hlé:1i-
wa ukwa hl6:1i-
u seni hlo:liv

u sewa hlo:1liv

"she, one, they
told me"

"she, one, they
told you (sg.)"

"she, one, they
told him"

"she, one they
told her, one"

"she, ong they
told her, it"

"she, one, they
told us (du,pl)"

"she, one, they
told you (du, pl)"

"she, one, they
told them (masc. du.pl)"

"she, one, they told

them (fem/indef/neuter
dual, pl.)"

(see 6.6.15. above)

"she, it told me"
"she, it told you (sg.)"
"she, it told him"

"she, it told her, one,
them"

"she, it told her, it"
"she, it told us (du)"
"she, it told us (pl)"
"she, it told you (du)"

"she, it told you (pl)"


http://du.pl

1st person dual agent:

wa ‘kenihld:1i~
wahsakenihlo:1i7

wa?akhihld:1i"

wa‘akenihlo:1li~
wa “kenihl6:1i ¢

wa “kwahld:1i 7

1st person plural agent:

wa “kwahl6:11?
wahsakwahld:1i®

wa “akhihld :1i*

wa ‘akwahlo :1i”

wa ‘kwahld:1i?

2nd person dual agent:

wahskenihlo:1i”
wahtsisenihl6:1i°?

wa ‘etsihl6:1i?

wesenihld:1i?

wahskenihlo:1i?

wahskwahlé:1i?
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(see 6.6.16, above):

wa” keni hld{:1iv "we
wa hsakeni hlé:1i- "ye
wa” akhi hld:1i* "we
wa: akeni hldé:1iv "we
wa‘ keni hld:1i? "we
wa: kwa hlo:li: "we
(see 6.6.17. above):
wa® kwa hlé:1iv "ve
wa hsakwa hlo:li: "we
wa® akhi hlo:1i¥ "ye
wa - akwa hlo:li: e
wa® kwa hlé:1iv "we
(see 6.6.18. above)
wa hskeni hlé:1i? "you
wa htsiseni hld:1i7 "you
wa? ebsi hl6:1i? "you
we seni hld:1i? "you
wa hskeni hld:1iv "you

wa hskwa hlo:1iY ""you

(du) told you (sg.)"

(du) told him"

(du) told her, one,

them"
(du) told her, it"
(du) told you (cu.)"

(du) told you (pl.)"

(p1)
(p1)
(pl)

told you (sg.)"
told him"

told her, one
them"

(pl)

(p1)

told her, it"

told you
(du. ,plo )"

(du) told me"

(du) told him"

(du)
one,

told her,
them"
(du) told her, it"

(du) told us (du)"

(du) told us (pl)m
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2nd person plural agent: (see 6.6.19. above)

wahskwahlo:1i%

wahtsisewahlo

wa“etsihlo:1i”

wesewahld:1i*”

wahskwahl¢:1i?

$1iv

wa hskwa hld:1i~
wa htsisewa hld:1i%

wa® etsi hld:1liv

we sewa hlo:li-

wa hskwa hl4:1i°

"you
"you

"you

"you

"you

(pl) told me™
(pl) told him"

(pl) told her, one,
them"

(pl) told her, it"

(pl) told us (dual, pl.)m
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6.7. Kinship Terminology

This section will present an application of the analysis
of pronominal prefixes to data collected of the Akwesasne kinship
terminological system. Mohawk kin terms are structurally verbs
and, as such, obligatorily contain a pronominal prefix. All
three types of pronominal prefixes, i.e. subjective, objective, and
transitive, occur on kinship terms. The particular type or pronominal
prefix which occurs on any given kin term is determined by that kin
term.‘ They are not interchangeable. The analysis presented below
is concerned only with the pronominal prefixes in the kin terms. The
verb stems which constitute the kin terms will not be analyzed here.
For the most part, the verb stems in the kin terms do not occur with

other functions in other environments.

6.7.1. Mohawk kinship terms may be grouped into two main
classes according to the type of pronominal prefix which is present
in the term. The first, and most numerous, class consists of kin
terms which take transitive pronominal prefixes, while the second
consists of kin terms which take subjective or objective prefixes.
Generally, these types are organized on the basis of the following
broad criteria:

Transitive: older speaker/younger referent
younger speaker/older referent
Subjective
or age equivalence of speaker and referent
objective:

The transitive kin term class contains twenty-four kinship

terms which designate individuals of either of the following
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relationships:

1. relatives belonging to a generation other than that
of the speaker, either younger or older (sixteen terms);
and 2. relatives belonging to the same generation as that of

the speaker but where relative age is distinguished (eight terms).

The subjective/objective kin term class contains ten kinship
terms which designate individuals belonging to the same generation

as that of the speaker where relative age is not distinguished.

6.7.2. The transitive class of kinship terms may be further
divided on the basis of the relative age of the kinsman and the
speaker. As has been discussed in 6.6 above, transitive pronominal
prefixes express the co-occurrence of agent and patient. The prefix
can therefore express the speaker as the agent or as the patient of
the action or state described by the verb. In the kinship terminology,
the relative age of the kinsman and the speaker determines which of
the two is expressed as agent and which as patient. The elder,
whether speaker or person spoken about, is expressed as the agent
while the younger, whether speaker or person spoken about, is
expressed as the patient.

The data below are divided into groups depending upon the

relative age of the kinsman and the speaker:

6.7.21. Where the kinsman referred to is of a
generation older that that of the speaker (Note that the transitive

pronominal prefix expresses the elder kinsman as the agent and the

younger speaker as the patient):
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/lakeniha?/ my father (literally: he to me is father)
/lake’nuha :“a/ my uncle (my mother's brother; my father's
brother)

/laksottha?/ my grandfather
13 .

/aksottha '/ my grandmother
/laksa :wha ¥/ my father-in-law (female speaker)
/yuksa :wha "’ / my mother-in-law (female speaker)
/lakwehtisa”/ my father-in-law (male speaker)
/yukwehisa®/ my mother-in-law (male speaker)

6.7.22. Where the kinsman referred to is of a generation

younger than that of the speaker (Note that the transitive pronominal

prefix expresses the elder speaker as the agent and the younger kinsman

as the patient):

/liy%:?a/ my son
/kheyv:“a/ my daughter
/liyuhwatv: ‘a/ my nephew
/kheyuhwatv:%a/ my niece
/liyatelé::a/ my grandson
/kheyatele:“a/ my granddaughter

13

It can be noted that the transitive pronominal prefix which occurs
in this kin term, /ak-/, differs from the one used in other kin
terms and the one found to express the co-occurrence of 3rd person
feminine/indefinite agents ("she,one") and lst person singular
patients ("me'"). The latter prefix, /yuk-/, has become the pro-
ductive prefix in Mohawk through processes of historical linguistic
change where it has taken over the function of the older prefix
/ak-/. The prefix /ak-/ remains in Akwesasne Mohawk only in a

few kinship terms.
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/liyehisa/ my son-in-law

/khesa :wha?/ my daughter-in-law

6.7.23. Where the kinsman referred to is of the same
generation as that of the speaker but where there are distinctions
made according to relative age (Note that the transitive pronominal
prefix expresses the elder, whether speaker cr kinsman, as the agent

and the younger as the patient):

/lakj{:?a/ my older brother

Jakii:va/ my older sister

/1i%kv:%a/ my younger brother

/khe kv :?a/ my younger sister

/lakuha :wha '/ my brother-in-law (female speaker)
/akuhé :wha”/ my sister-in-law (male speaker)
/1likstv:hah/ my husband

/khekstv:hah/ my wife

For sibling terms, the crucial factor in determining whether
the speaker or his kinsman will be expressed as the agent or the
patient is the criterion of age; that is, the elder, whether speaker
or kinsman, is expressed by the transitive pronominal prefix as the
grammatical agent while the younger is expressed as the grammatical
patient.

In the kinship terms for opposite-sexed in-law of the same
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generation (i.e. "my brother-in-law" (female speaker) /lakuha:wha?/;
and "my sister-in-law (male speaker) /akuhd:wha?/), the transitive
pronominal prefix expresses the kinsman as the grammatical agent
and the speaker as the grammatical patient regardless of the

actual relative ages of the individuals concerned.

In the terms for spouse, i.e. "my husband" /likstv:ha/ and "my
wife" /kyekstv:ha/, the transitive pronominal prefix expresses the
speaker as the grammatical agent and the kinsman as the grammatical
patient, regardless of the actual relative ages of the individuals

concerned.

6.7.3. It should be noted that all of the kinship terms
given above are terms of reference; that is, they are terms which
,are used by the speaker when referring to his kinsman. For the most
part, the terms of address, i.e. terms used by the speaker when
talking directly to or calling his kinsman, contain the same transitive
pronominal prefix as does the corresponding term of reference. The
difference between terms of reference and terms of address concerns
the verbal suffixes which are added to the verb base. However, there
are two kinship terms where the terms of address contain different

pronominal prefixes from the terms of reference. These are:

/liYRGETa/ my younger brother (reference)
/khekv:“a/ my younger sister (reference)

but :
/ku“ko:o:/ my younger sibling (brother; sister)

(address)
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And:
/likstv:ha/ my husband (reference)
/khekstV:ha / my wife (reference)
but :
/sakstvh/ my spouse (husband; wife)
(address)

In the first group, i.e. terms for younger siblings, the terms
of reference are distinguished for sex of the kinsman. However, the
term of address does not distinguish sex. The transitive pronominal
prefix which appears on the term of address for "my younger sibling'",
/ku—/,lh expresses the co-occurrences of the lst person singular
agent ("I") and 2nd person singular patient ("you').

In the second group, the terms of reference for spouse are
likewise distinguished for the sex of the kinsman while the term of
address does not distinguish sex. The pronominal prefix which appears
on the term of address for "my spouse", /sa-/, is the objective

pronominal prefix for 2nd person singular.

6.7.4. Kinship terms which contain a subjective or
objective pronominal prefix are those which are used to refer to
kinsmen of the same generation as that of the speaker where there is
no distinction made according to relative age. The su?jective or
objective prefix which occurs on these kinship terms expresses the
grammatical agent as the lst person non-singular. The pronominal
prefix therefore expresses the unity of the speaker and his kinsman.

1 Note that this prefix form, /ku-/, is the older phonological shape
of the currently used prefix {ko-} . See footnote to 6.6.11.
above.
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The 1lst person dual prefix is used when the term refers to one kinsman

while the lst person plural prefix is used when the term refers to

two or more kinsmen. This is consistent with the idea of the unity

of the speaker and kinsman since the speaker and one kinsman form

a group of two, hence the dual prefix, while the speaker and two

or more kinsmen form a group of three or more, hence the plural prefix.
The kinship terms given below are all those which contain

subjective or objective pronominal prefixes. It should be noted that

the terms given are terms of reference and therefore contain prefixes

which express the 1lst person non-singular exclusive. Kin terms

of address which correspond to these differ in that the pronominal

prefix expresses the lst person non-singular inclusive. This

difference is consistent with the use of inclusive/exclusive markers;

" that is, the inclusive refers to the speaker and hearer (terms of

address) while the exclusive refers to the speaker and someone other

than the hearer (terms of reference).

The relevant kin terms are:

/yakyatétenuhkwei/ we (dual,excl.) are related; we are
relatives; he, she, one is my relative;
my relative

/yakyatateké:?a/ my sibling (we two are siblings)

/yakwatatekv:“a/ my two siblings (we plural are siblings)

/yakwatate ‘ko“oku: “a/ my three (or more) siblings

‘< . 5 :

/yukyala-se:“a/ my cousin (we two are cousins)

/kyakeni :telu~/ my spouse (literally: we two live

there together)

r/ ‘ 3 .
/yukyakyoha "/ my brother-in-.aw (male speaker)
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/yukyaliha' / my sister-in-law, (female speaker)

/yukyat\;:lo‘-\/ we (dual excl.) are the husbands
of two sisters

/yukyattsi/ we (dual excl.) are the wives
of two brothers

For the purposes of this discussion, kinship terms which contain
subjective pronominal prefixes and those which contain objective
pronominal prefixes can be grouped together since the prefix in both
cases expresses an identical idea, that of the unity of the speaker
and his kinsman. The occurrence of the subjective or the objective
prefix is selected by the verb base and the verbal suffixes.

Special note can be made here that the category of terms for
one's sibling-in-law demonstrates both unity and differentiation.
That is, terms for one's own-sexed sibling-in-law occur with the
lst person dual subjective pronominal prefix, thus demonstrating
the unity of the speaker and referent (see /yukyakydha'/ "my
brother-in-law (male speaker)" and /yukyaliha?/ "my sister-in-law
(female speaker)"). Terms for one's opposite-sexed sibling-in-law,
however, occur with the appropriate transitive pronominal prefix,
thus demonstrating a hierarchical relationship between the speaker
and referent (see /lakuha:wha'/ "my brother-in-law (female speaker)"

and /akuhd :wha®/ "my sister-in-law (male speaker)").

6.7.5. The significance of the analysis of kinship terms on
the tasis of the kind of pronominal prefix which occurs relates to
the significance of the distinction of age in Mohawk culture. As
has been shown, transitive prefixes occur on kin terms where relative

age is distinguished, either within the speaker's generation or across

generations. Subjective/objective prefixes occur on kin terms where
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the relative age of speaker and kinsman is not distinguished.

In traditional Mohawk culture, as set down in the literature of
the Iroquois and as later reported by Lewis Henry Morgan in the mid-
19th century (see bibliography), attitudes and behavior toward kinsmen
were very strongly influenced by the relative ages of the people
involved. Attitudes and behavior of deference toward one's elder
relatives, both across generations and within one's own generation,
were very important in the system of social relationships. This
was true both in informal interpersonal behavior and in the formal
behavior associated with the political and ceremonial functioning
of the League of the Iroquois.15

Attitudes of deference toward one's elders are still the ideal
at Akwesasne although actual behavior has changed considerably. The
value placed on the attainment of the ideal is still strong but the
degree to which the ideal is realized has diminished. In the more
traditional sections of the Reserve and among the more traditional
families, the ideal deferential behavior toward one's elders still
occurs. However, for younger people at Akwesasne, deferential
behavior and attitudes toward one's elders is less important in
actual practice than it is for older people. This is especially
so in regard to kinsmen of one's own generation, particularly one's
siblings, although it is also true for many younger people in regard
to kinsmen of an older generation.

15 See especially Morgan (1851) and Horatio Hale, The Iroquois Book of
Rites (1883). See also: The Great law of Peace of the People of
the longhouse (/ite Roots of Peace, 1971).




160

The stability of the kinship terms in contrast to the changing
social habits and values brings up the question of linquistic lag.
The distinctinns which are made within the kin terms as expressed
by the pronominal prefixes are distinctions which were at one time
important in Mohawlk culture but which for the most part do not
function culturally at the present time. The kinship terms have
become frozen lexical items which no longer signal the cultural
behavy'or which the linguistic analysis implies. The linguistic
structure, then, has remained intact even after it no longer has
cultural significance, or when its cultural significance has greatly
diminished.
This is not to imply that the Mohawk kinship system has remained
unchanged. It has in fact changed considerably since Morgan's
description in the mid-19th century.16 However, the changes which
have taken place are changes in the occurrence and distribution of
lexical items. They are not changes within the lexical items themselves.17
That is, the lexical items have remained stable although their usage
has been modified.
According to Morpgan, the term for Father was also used to refer
to Father's Brother and the term for Mother was used to refer additionally

to Mother's Sister. Separate terms existed for Mother's Brother and

Father's Sister. On one's own generation, terms for Brother and Sister

16
Morgan, 1271, pp. 131-169:

17 .
Note the persistance of /ak-/ and /ku-/ in the kinship terms. The
prefix /ak-/ survives only on three kin terms (see 6.7.21. above).
The prefix /ku-/ occurs on one term of address and is the older

phonological shape of the currently used prefix /ko-/, (see 6.7.3. above).
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were extended to refer to one's parallel cousins, i.e. the children
of one's Father's Brother (called "Father") and one's Mother's Sister
(called "Mother"). A person's own children were called Son and
Daughter. These terms were extended to refer to one's same-sexed
siblings' children while the. children of one's opposite-sexed
siblings were called by different terms.

In comparing Morgan's set of kin terms with those elicited at
Akwesasne, a number of striking changes in usage have occurred.
With only one exception, these changes involve the restriction of
kin terms referring basically to the nuclear family. Whereas in
Morgan's time, nuclear family terms were extended to collateral
relatives, these terms are now restricted to usage within the nuclear
family itself. The term for Father, /lake'niha?/, is used to refer only
to one's own father while one's Father's Brother and one's Mother's
Brother are.both called /laketnuhé:Va/ "uncle'". Also, the terms for
Older Brother /lakjf:?a/, Older Sister /ékj{:?a/, Younger Brother
/1i?k§}?a/ and Younger Sister /khe?kéz?a/ are used to refer only to
one's own siblings. All of the children of all of one's parents!
siblings are called by the term /yukyala?’sé:%a/, "we two are cousins.”
Finally, the terms for Son, /liy?i?a/, and Daughter, /kheyé:?a/, are
used to refer only to one's own children. The children of one's sibling
are called /liyuhwat&:?a/, Nephew, and /kheyuhwatéf?a/, Niece.

The only nuclear family term whose usage has expanded is the

terms for Mother, /istéh/.18 The kin term /istah/ is used at Akwesasne

18 L ) .
The term /istah/ has not been discussed in 6.7.2. or 6.7.4. above

because its shape is unanalyzable. It contains no pronominal prefix.
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to refer to one's own Mother and also one's Mother's Sister and One's
Father's Sister.

Essentially, then, the changes in usage of Mohawk kin terms at
Akwesasne ha Ve been along the lines of conforming to the Euro-American
kinship system. The changes undoubtedly result from pressures of
both linguistic and social acculturation. Only the term /istah/ "™other"

has held out against these pressures.

19
It is interesting to note in comparison that the Caughnawaga

Mohawk dialect contains a borrowed French kin term /akwatv:t/ "my

aunt" which is used for one's Mother's Sister and One's Father's

Sister. The people at Akwe:asne are aware of this difference and
say that the Caughnawaga /akwatv:t/ is not a Mohawk word.
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The general class of verbsl prefixes occupies the initial position

within the Mohawk verb,

prefixes (see 5.1.1. above.).

Verbal prefixes directly precede pronominal

The class of verbal prefixes contains two major sub-divisions.

Verbal prefixes are either modal or non-modal.

These sub-classes do

not separate neatly into two positions within the general class of

verbal préfixes.

verbal prefixes, the modal prefix precedes the non-modal one,

In cases of the co-occurrence of certain specific

However,

given other specific verbal prefixes, the non-modal prefix precedes

the modsal one,

The dynamics of these co-occurrences and relative

positions will be discussed and exemplified in the appropriate sections

below.

The following is a chart of the position classes of the verbal

prefixes:
Non- Non- Non- Non-
Modsl Modal Modal Modal Modal Modal Modal
Parti- Trans- Aorist Duplica- | Indefi- Itera- | Aorist
tive loca~ tive nite tive
tive
and
n wa? t a s
v Indefi-
Coinci- Future Cisloc- nite
dent ative
v a
s t
Con-
tras-
tive
th
Negative

te?
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7.1. Modal Prefixes
There are three modal prefixes in Mohawk. Generally, modal
prefixes express the attitude of the spesker toward what is being said,
reflecting the validity, probability, or desirability of the action or
state involved in the statement.

Specifically, the modal prefixes are:

{wa?—} aorist
{a-} indefinite
iv—} future

The modal prefixes are mutually exclusive for semantic reasons;
that is, their meanings are such that they would never co-occur in any
given word, By definition, then, a verb cannot be specified as both
future and indefinite or both =orist and indefinite, etc. However,
the aorist modal prefix is listed in a separate position class from the
indefinite and future prefixes because of the relative order that these
prefixes take in relation to other verbal (non-modal) prefixes (see

7.0, above),

7.1.1. The Aorist Prefix
The aorist modal prefix {wa?f} expresses the idea that
the action or state described by the verb has definitely occurred or
is definitely occurring, It simply states a fact. Aorist verbs in
Mohawk are often translated into English in past or present tenses.
There are six morphophonemic rules which affect the phonological

shape of the aorist prefix,

i B {wa?-} + {wa—} — u- This rule

applies in 1lst person singular objective pronominal prefixes, where
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the objective morpheme is {wa—} . For example:
/wakekstv:ha/ "Itm old"
wa- objective marker
~-ke-~ 1st person singular prefix
-kstvV:ha "be old"
/ukekstv:hahne?/ "I became old"

u- aorist modal prefix and objective
marker

~ke- 1st person singular prefix
~kstv:hahne? "become old"

The underling structure for "I became old" is */wa?-wa-ke-kstV:hahne?/.

7.1.12, {wa?-} + -h- —» wah-
This rule applies where the aorist prefix is followed by any of
a number of /~h-/ initial pronominal prefixes. The prefixes affected
are generally those which express the co-occurrence of any 2nd person
subject with an animate object or the co-occurrence of any 3rd person
masculive subject or object with any other person (see 6.6.2. above).

For example:

/wahsekhld:1ih/ "you (sg.) told me"
y
wa- aorist modal prefix
~hsek- transitive prefix for 2nd person singular

subject and 1lst person singular object
-h16:1ih "tell, order"
The underlying structure here is %/wa?-hsek-hlo:1ih/,
/wahtsisenihl8:1ih/ "he told you (dual)"
wa- aorist modal prefix

-htsiseni- transitive prefix for 3rd person masculine singular
subject and 2nd person dual object
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-h14:1ih "tell, order"
The underlying structure is #/wa?-htsiseni-hlo:1lih/.
The rule: {wa—?} + ~h- — wah- can be seen to apply
additionally after a general morphophonemic rule which changes the
initial /1-/ of all 3rd person masculine pronominal prefixes to /-h-/

when non-initial,

However, a detailed rule can be included to specify this situation.

7:1:13. {wa?-} + /l-/ —)/Wah-/

for example:

/lo?nikuhlaksvs/ "he's sad, crying"
lo~ 3rd person masculine objective pronominal
prefix
-?nikuhliksv "be sad, cry"
-s serial aspect suffix
but:
/waho?nikuhlaksv/ "he was sad, cried"
wa~- aorist modal prefix
~ho- 3rd person masculine objective pronominal
prefix
-?nikuhlaksv "be sad, cry"

The underlying structure for the latter is */wa?-lo-?nikuhléksv/.

If the rule /1-/—»/-h-/ when non-initial (applying only in
pronominal prefixes) is seen to apply before the attachment of the
modal prefix, then the more general rule stated in 7.1.12, above is
sufficient to cover this special situation., However, it is thought
preferable to include the specific rule in 7.1.13, since the actual

functioning of language is probsbly more in terms of the application
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of simultaneous processes rather than a strict ordering of operations

in temporal sequences.

% B {wa?—-} — we-/__se
This rule applies when the aorist modal prefix precedes 2nd
person non-singular (dual and plural) subjective pronominal prefixes.
It also applies when the aorist mode precedes transitive pronominasl
prefixes which express the co-occurrence of 2nd person non-singular
agents with 3rd person singular feminine/neuter patients (see 6.6.2.
above)., For example:
/wesenihlé:1ih/ "you (du.) told her, it"
we- aorist modsl prefix
-seni~ transitive pronominagl prefix for 2nd person dual
agent and 3rd person feminine/neuter singular
patient
~-h18:1ih "tell, order"

The underlying structure here is #/wa?-seni-hld:1lih/.

7.1.15. The shape of the aorist modal prefix is
sometimes affected by other verbal (non-modal) prefixes which may
precede it:

/C-/ + {-wa?-} —»/Ca?=/
That is, when the sorist modal prefix {wa?-} follows another verbal
prefix ending with a consonant, the /-w-/ of the aorist is lost.
For example:

/wa?uté :ko/ "she, one ran away" (no particular starting
point or destination
is specified)

wa ?- aorist modal prefix

-u- 3rd person singular feminine/indefinite
subjective pronominal prefix
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-té :ko "run away"
but:

/ya?uté:ko/ "she, one ran away" (from some place to a place
in a direction away from
the speaker)

y- translocative non-modal prefix
-3 7= aorist modal prefix
-u- 3rd person singular feminine/indefinite

subjective pronominal prefix
~té :ko "run away"
The underlying structure for the latter is 3t/y-wa?-yu-té:ko/. The
non-modal translocative prefix { y-} expresses the idea that the
action of the verb occurs in a2 direction away from the speaker (for a

detailed discussion of the translocative prefix, see 7.2.5. below),

7.1.16. The aorist prefix {wa?-} is sometimes realized
as /-3:=/. This occurs when the aorist prefix forms the penultimate

syllable and thereby receives stress (see 3.7.2. above), For example:

/atha?kéhsu ne? yaha:ke?/ "I walked there, went there by foot™"
ysh-~ translocative non-modal prefix
-3 1= aorist modal prefix
k- 1st person singular subjective pronominal prefix
-e”? "walk" |

The underlying structure is /yVh-wi?-k-e?/.

7.1.2, The Indefinite Prefix
The indefinite modal prefix {a-} expresses the idea
that the action or state described by the verb will possibly or probably

occur sometime in the future., In other words, the action or state is

not now occurring or has not yet occurred, but will possibly or
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probably occur at some time. The indefinite prefix generally, unless
negated, connotes a certain desire on the part of the speaker that the
action or state should occur, Indefinite verbs are often translated
into English as conditionals, although they are sometimes translated

in present or future tenses,

7.1.21. The indefinite modal prefix occurs as {a—}
except as provided:
{a~}-_—+ au/___iterative non-modal prefix s-
au/___ 1st person singular subjective prefix, when
co-ordinated after o verb of desire or volition

in the past

a/ elsewhere

7.1.22., A verb containing an indefinite prefix often
occurs in a construction with another verb which expresses some kind
of desire, volition, or attitude of the speaker toward the anticipated
action or state described by the indefinite verb, For example:

/{:kehle? akhnek{:1a?/ "I want to drink"
a- indefinite modal prefix
-k~ 1st person singular subjective prefix
~hnek{:1a° "drink"

/{:kehle? ausakatd:1i?/ "] want to drive again"
au- indefinite modal prefix
-sa- iterative non-modal prefix
<k~ 1st person singular subjective prefix
-atd:1i? "drive"

/waku?wéskwani ne? ake?ni?khu/ "I like to sew"

a- indefinite modal prefix



170

-ke- 1lst person singular subjective prefix
-2n{?khu "sew"
/kasks :neks ne ake?ni?khu/ "] would like to sew"

/teyotuhujéhu ne ahayvtho?/  'he should plant (it)"
a- indefinite modal prefix
~ha- 3rd person masculine singular subjective prefix
-y@fho? "plant"
/teyotuhujuhi:ne? ne ahoyvtho?/ "he should have planted"
/teyotuhujuhi:ne? ne aukyvtho?/ "I should have planted"
au- indefinite modal prefix
~k- 1st person singular subjective prefix

-yVtho? "plant"

/vhakwé :ni ne? aha:late?/ "he can, is able to lie down"
a- indefinite modal prefix
~h- 3rd person masculine singular subjective prefix
-3:1ate? "lie down"

/ahokwényu ne? ahols :tu/ "he could have, would have been
been able to lie down (but
didn't)"

a= indefinite modal prefix
-ho- 3rd person masculine singular objective prefix
-l5:tu  "lie down"

/aukwatkwényuke?/ "I would have won (it) (but didn't)"
au- indefinite modal prefix
~kw- 1st person singular subjective prefix
-atkwényuke? "win"

/seléka? ne? aha:wv?/ "he glmost said it (but didn't)"

a- indefinite modal prefix
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~h- 3rd person masculine singular subjective prefix

/
-a:wv? '"say"

yausayeteniya?tvhawe?/ "we (dual) would take her, it back
’
with us"
y= translocative non-modal prefix
-au- indefinite modal prefix
-sa- iterative non-modal prefix
~yeteni- transitive pronominal prefix for lst person

dual subject and 3rd person feminine/neuter
singular object

-ya?téhawe? "take, carry a body"

7.1.3. The Future Prefix
The future modal prefix {v-} expresses the idea that

the action or state described by the verb will definitely occur at
some time in the future. It expresses the certainty on the part of the
speaker that the action or state will take place. Some negative
commands are composed of a verb in the future mode, preceeded by a
separate word, translatable into English as "don't." Future modal
verbs in Mohawk are generally translated into English in the future

tense. For example:

/vkyvtho?/ "I will plant (it)"
v- future modal prefix
-k~ 1st person singular subjective prefix

-y4tho? "plant"

/vwd stu?/ "it will be possible"
V- future modal prefix
e 3rd person singular feminine/neuter subjective

prefix
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-§:tu? '"be able, can, be possible"

/vws:tu? kv? vkd:late?/ miill I be able to lie down, be
allowed to lie down?"

"Will it be possible that I will

lie down?"
v- future modal prefix
-k~ 1st person singular subjective prefix
-a:late? "lie down"
/utd:?u ji vke?ni?khu/ "I have to sew (it)"
V- future modal prefix
~ke- 1st person singular subjective prefix
-2ni?khu "sew"
/tohsa? vsana :khwv/ "Don't get, be angry!" (sg.)
V- future modal prefix
-S3~- 2nd person singular subjective prefix
-na :khwv "be angry"
/téhsa? vskwatsté:list/ "Don't bother me, touch me,
pester me! (sg.)"
"Leave me alone!"
V- future modal prefix
~skw~- transitive pronominal prefix for 2nd person

singular subject and 1lst person singular object

-atsté:list "pester, touch, annoy, bother"

7.2, Non-Mod~1l Prefixes
In addition to the modal prefixes discussed in 7.1. above,
there are eight non-modal verbal prefixes which can occur in Mohawk
verbs, These prefixes express a variety of different ideas which
cannot be unified under a more specific label., They are listed below

and will be discussed in turn in an order based on their position class
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arrangement within the verb, (see 7.0, above),
The position class arrangement of the non-modal verbal prefixes
is based on their patterns of co-occurrence, The basic position class

chart is repeated here:

Non- Non- Non- Non-
Modal Modal Modal Modal Modal Modal Modal
Parti- Trans- Aorist Duplica~- | Indefi- | Itera- Aorist
tive loca- tive nite tive
tive
and
n wa? t a s
y Indefi-
Coinci- Future Cisloc- |nite
dent ative
v a
s t
Con-
tras-
_tive
th
Negative
te?

Certain combinations of non-modal verbal prefixes are mutually
exclusive on formal grounds, i.e. they do not occur together in any
Mohawk verb, For example, the iterative, {s-} , and the cislocative,

{t-} , never occur in the same verb although both can occur in
similar position in relation to other verbal prefixes., Since they
never co-occur and since they occur in the same position in relation
to other verbal prefixes, they are placed in the same position class.

Other non-modal verbal prefixes are mutually exclusive on semantic

grounds, i.,e, their meaning restricts the occurrence of the prefixes
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in any one given verb, Verbal prefixes which are semantically
incompatible do not co-occur but they may or may not be in the same
position c¢lass. Placing semantically incompatible prefixes in

different position classes is based on the relative order of these
prefixes with other verbal prefixes with which they are both compatible.
And placing semantically compatible prefixes in the same position class
is based on the fact that they never co-occur formally. A position
class, then, is derived from observable patterns of formal co-occurrence,

The non-modal verbal prefixes are:

{n-} partitive
{s-} coincident
{ th= contrastive
{te?-} negative

translocative
duplicative

cislocative

}
{t-}
{s=} iterative
{t-}

7.2.1, The only generalization which can be offerred about
the semantic characteristics of non-modal verbal prefixes is the idea
of the unity of spatial and temporal locatives. The idea of "locative"
in Mohawk entails components both of spatial location, i.e, specifying
the place or direction of an event, and of temporal location, i.e.
specifying the time of occurrence of an event., 7This semantic unity
of time and space is exemplified and expressed by the following non-
modal verbal prefixes:

partitive {n-} (see 7.2.23.)

coincident {s-} (see 7.2.3.)
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translocative {y-} (see 7.2.6.)
cislocative {t-} (see 7.2.9.)1
The special characteristics and usages of each of these prefixes will

be discussed in the appropriate sections below.

7.2.2, Partitive
The partitive prefix {nf} expresses a variety of ideas
which are concerned with specifying a certain portion, number, manner,
place, or time of an occurrence or state.

The partitive prefix, slong with the coincident, contrastive, and
negative, occupies the initial position class within the verb. It
precedes all modal prefixes as well as all other verbal prefixes not
included in its own position class (see chart in 7.2, above). By
definition, it does not co-occur with the other verbal prefixes in its
own position class,

The partitive {n-} is affected by the following morphophonemic
rules:

2 {n—} — na?-/ habitual, regular

1 Similar semantic components are expressed by the progressive verb
root suffix {-hakye—} (see 2.3.6. below.)

The symbol {n—} has been chosen to represent the partitive prefix
even though the prefix is never attested in this phonological
shape. The choice was between /n-/ and /ni-/ and the former was
decided upon partly because the morphophonemic change of 3/ni-/

to /na?-/ or to /nu-/ would be phonologically unmotivated.
Therefore, I have left the vowels as part of the allomorphs and
have stated the conditioning environments in semantic terms, in
keeping with the data. The meanings related to the conditioning
environments cannot be attached to the different vowels because the
meanings may apply only to one particular prefix, with another
meaning applying to a different prefix, The solution offerred, then,
may be aesthetically unpleasing, but it seems to me that it is
appropriate.
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/jina®akd:tawe?/ "when one goes to sleep"
na?- partitive prefix
-akd:- 3rd person singular feminine/

indefinite prefix
~ta?”we? T"sleep"
/na%kataweya?te?/ "when I enter, go in"
na?- partitive prefix

k- 1st person singular subjective
prefix

/7 .
—-ataweya?te? "enter, come in"

nu-/ directional

/kvhnekws nuta:se?/ "you (sg.) came over
here"
nu- partitive prefix
~t- cislocative prefix
-3 - aorist modal prefix
-S= 2nd person singular prefix
-e? ""come

ni-/ elsewhere
/to nihj:ti/ "how many of them?"
ni- partitive prefix

-ha:ti 3rd person masculine non-
singular prefix

/3i nihawwnd:tv/ "the way he speaks"
ni- partitive prefix
~ha- 3rd person masculine singular
prefix

e . .
-wvno:tv "the kind of voice"
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7.2.21, Quantifier =-- expresses how much, how many;

amount of, number of, duration of, specification of time:

/to niha’:ti/ "how many of them?"
/ahsv niha:ti/ "three of them"
/to nithd:yu/ "How old is he?"

/3i nikali:wes/ ﬁwhile, during"
/tékeni niyohsels:ke nikali:wes/ "two years duration"
/i niwahsthtes/ "during the night"
The partitive prefix {nf} also occurs in the enumeration of
items of three or more, as well as in the formation of numerals for

multiples of ten which are thirty or more:

/jé:tah niyol{:wake/ "there are seven items"
/wisk nikanaktake/ "three beds"
/kayé:1i niwahsv/ "forty"

7.2,22, Manner -- expresses the manner of, kind of, the
way, or how (what way):

ji nihawvnd:tv/:  "the way he speaks" (literally: the wa
v Y
his words are, the way his voice is"

/3i nihaya%to:tv/  "the way he looks, the way he is"
(literally: the way his body is)

/3i na®tekya?tolehtatseld:tv/ 'my judgment" (literally: the
kind of judging I do, the
way I regularly judge, my
habitual way of judging)

/3i niwvté:le? nikv:/ "how difficult it is"

/to niyolihwanelakwah/ '"how wonderful, strange, awesome it is"

/ne? niwakyé:sv/ "it's very easy; the way, manner is
very easy"

Interrogative constructions of manner can also be made with the
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partitive prefix. They ask "What kind of, what manner?":

/to nihaya?to:tv/ "What does he look like?"
(literally: what is the way his

body is?)
/(oh) niwahsokd:tv/ "What color is it<%"
/6hute? niwahsoko:tv/ "it's green-color"
/(oh) nikanyahtald:tv/ "What kind of cloth is it?"
7.2.23., Locative -- Locative categories in Mohawk

contain ideas of both spatial and temporal location., That is, a
locative prefix can function to specify or pinpoint an action or state
in terms of physical space and/or in terms of the time that the event
occurs, The partitive prefix {nr} functions in this way, as do the
coincident, translocative, and cislocative prefixes (see 7.2.3., 7.2.6.,
and 7.2.9. below, respectively). (Also, see 8,3.6. below for a
discussion of similar semantics of the progressive verb root suffix.)

The partitive prefix {n-} occurs in expressions of spatial
location. It expresses the place of, place where an event occurs and
is usually preceeded by a separate word expressing '"place, where",
/-na:/,

/ vkatolissv jinu: niyolahkwawéhlo/ "I'1l rest where it's shady"

/tho nd: niyotenaktatsvlyu/ Mthat's where she, it found a bed,
place for herself™

/jind: niyakoydhtehkwe?/ "where she, one used to work, was working"

/ka®nu: nihv:telu/ "Where does he live?"

/jiknd: kv? nithoyelanyu/ "here and there he struck them (matches)"

The partitive prefix {n-} also occurs in expressions of temporal
location. It expresses the time when, when, time of an event:

/3i na%akd:ta%we?/ ‘'when one goes to sleep"
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/na%kataweya?te?/ '"when I go in, enter"

7.2.24, Diminutive -- expresses relative smallness in
dimension of size:

/niwa:%a/ M"it's small™
/Nika:?a/ "she, one is small"
/nikatidhsa/ '"it's thin"
/niyenvyesha/ '"she, one is short"

(compare: /yehnv:yes/ ‘"she, one is tall")
/niythsa kahnyv/ "it's a short stick"

(compare: /{:yus kahnyv/ "it's a long stick™)
/thi nikanuhsa:%a/ "that little house"

(compare: /thi kanuhsa?kd:wa/ '"that big house")

7.2.25. Continuation -- expresses the continuation of
an action or state in the present, when known to have existed previously.
In this type of construction, the verb is often preceded by a separate
word, /shé:ku/, meaning "still, more,":

/shé:ku thd: nikahya:tu/ '"it's still written there"
(e.g. on a2 wall)

/shé:ku nikyvthos/ "I'm still planting"
/shé:ku nihint:we?s/ "I still like him"
/shé:ku nikatkwényes/ "I still win, I still keep winning"

/shé:ku kv? nisatékkhah/ "Do you (sg.) still have heat?"

7.2.26, Directional -- expresses movement to some place
which is specified by a directional or locational particle or word:
/kand :taku nuta:yv?/ "she, one came uptown"

/kwah ki? ksu:ne? kvh nutays:wv?/ 'behind me, this is what happened"
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/ohna’:kv nekws nuts:se?/ "in the back, you (sg.) come around!"

7.2.3. Coincident

The coincident prefix {s—} expresses ideas that have
to do with temporal or spatial relationships of actions and states.
In this sense, the coincident is basically a locative prefix. The
coincident expresses relative temporal sequences or expresses the fact
that certain states or actions occur in relation to other states or
actions, The coincident prefix also can express the idea that two or
more states or actions are the same or occur at the same time,

The coincident prefix, being in the first position class within
the verb (see 7.2, above), by definition is always word-initial. It
preceeds all modal prefixes as well as all other verbal prefixes with
which it can co=-occur,

The coincident prefix is affected by the following morphophonemic
rules:

{s—} —s s/ __V
__hy

si/__C (non-y, ~hy)

7.2.31. Temporal subordination -- expresses the idea
that a stale or action occurs at a certain time when other events
also happen:

/SA?ehyatu?selﬁEni/ "when she, one made a will; at the time
she made a will"

/shé :ku siwakydhte?/ "when I was still working, at the time
that I was still working"

/ka? sihd:na?s/ ‘"when they (masc. pl.) were this size" (accompanied
by gesture of size)
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7.2.32, Temporal reference -- expresses the idea that
a state or action occurs in relation to a particular time or time

period:

/wvhi:nise? sikoya®tisakuhakye?s/ "it's a long time since, that,
during which I'm, I've been
going around looking for you
(sg. )"

/sihskale?/ 'on that date"

/siwvtaktah/ 'on Saturday"

/siwakeseléhtayv?/ "I had a car (at that time)"

7.2.33. Expresses the idea that a particular state
or action already occurs when another state or action takes place, In
this type of constructior the verb is often preceeded by a separate
word, /d:nv/, meaning 'now, then, already.":

sihandkele?/ 'he was already born"
/ y

/6:nv siye®nikuhlaksd:%a/ '"already, she, one was senile" (she
was of childish mind)

/o:nv siyukwatahswihtu/ "we (pl.) had already put out the light"

7.2.3L4, Simultaneity ~- expresses the idea that two

or more events are coincident in time:

s . /. . . .
/Jlnéhe? sikuhne? siwakati :wv/ "Since, as long as I've been alive,
I've been thin"

3/mit would be odd" kohsatvsneh "It would be
odd if, in
sitetewakenunyshkwv 'nurse's uniform! a barn, I
were dancing
siwakatstu/ if I were
wearing a

nurse's uniform"

3 This utterance occurred in a text and was elicited with the
English words as indicated.
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7.2.35. Similarity -- expresses the idea that certain
actions or states are the same or similar:
/sa?té:yot/ "it's the same"
/sa?tehiiznas/ "they (masc. pl.) are the same size"

sa?tetewawvnéitv/ "we (pl. incl,) speak the same" (literally:
y
our words are the same)

/sa?tetewahlukhahtseld:tv/ "we (pl. incl.) speak the same
language"
7.2.4., Contrastive
The contrastive non-modal prefix {th—} expresses ideas
concerned with negation and contrast,

The contrastive prefix is always word-initial. It precedes all
other verbal prefixes, modal and non-modal, with which it co-occurs
(see 7.2. above.).

The contrastive prefix is affected by the following morphophonemic
rules:

{th-} —» th-/__ Vv

kh-/___y

7.2.41., Negation
With some verbs, the contrastive prefix expresses the idea of
negation, It occurs with verbs containing any other verbal prefix
except the iterative or cislocative. (The idea of negation in verbs
containing the iterative or cislocative prefix is expressed by the
negative prefix--see 7.2,5, below.) In the meaning of negation, a
verb with a contrastive prefix is preceded by a separate negative

particle, /iyah/.



183

With the declarative modal prefix and the duplicative non-modal
prefix {t—}

/iysh tha%tehalistd:lalaks/ "he's not a typist"

/iysh tha?tewakhlihtu/ "I didn't bresk it"

With the translocative prefix -{y—)

/iyah kana:taku khyayakene?/ ™we (du.) will nol be going uptown"

/iyAh khyahihyd:tu?se?/ "I won't write to him there"

With the indefinite modal prefix {a-} : (Verbs in the indefinite
mode with the contrastive prefix nre often translated into English as
negative future verbs.):

/iyah thaklwé:ni?/ "I can't, I'm not able to, I won't"

/iydh thakathd:tate?/ "I won't consent, I'1l refuse"

/iyah thahzkyv:tele?s/ "he wouldn't know, recognize me"

tokah iyéh tha okenéiu/ "if it hadn't rained..."
¥

7.2.42, Contrast
With the verb root /-t-/, the contrastive prefix expresses the
meaning of "different":

/tha?teyoli:wate?/ "they (fem/neuter dual) are different ideas"

7.2.5. Negative
The negative prefix {te—} expresses the idea of the
negation of the state or action described by the verb, It occurs as
the initial prefix in the verb and is followed by either a pronominal
prefix, the iterative prefix, or the cislocative prefix. (see 7.2.
above,) Before any other verbal prefix, the idea of negation is
expressed by the contrastive prefix (see 7,2.41. above).

Verbs containing the negative prefix are usually preceded by a



184

separate negative particle, /iysh/, which is translatable into English
as "not!" or '"negative."
With pronominal prefixes only:
/iyah te%kyvté:1lih/ "I don't know"
/iyih tehd:kv/ ‘'he can't see, he's blind"
/iyah kv te?sani:wala?/ "you (sg.) don't have a brain!"
/iyah te?wake?nikuhlaksv:?v/ "I wasn't sad"
/iyah tehind:we?s/ "I don't like him"
/iyah nuws:tu tehakwanowvhtvini/ "he never lies to me"
/iy4h tekheyvtelé:?u/ "I didn't recognize her, one, them"
With the iterative prefix {s-} :
/iyah te?skaya :kv?s/ "she, it doesn't go out anymore"
/iyah tesews:koh/ ™I didn't arrive back"
/iyah tejukwatsVlyu/ "we (pl.) didn't find it again"
With cislocative prefix {t-} :
/iyéh tetewakatd:tih/ "I didn't answer, didn't say anything"

/iyah tekyakotaweysa:tu/ ''she, one didn't come in, enter there"

7.2.6. Translocative
The translocative non-modal prefix {y-} expresses ideas
which have to do with a locality or direction away from the speaker,
either at the time of the action or at the time of the utterance. If the
verb describes a change in location or s direction of movement, then

the direction is away from the speaker,4 starting either at a place

L This is so in all verbs with non-lst person subjects, In verbs with

1lst person subjects, the translocative prefix refers to motion in a
direction away from the hearer,
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where the speasker is or at some other place, but always involving a
direction of movement away from the speaker. If the verb does not
describe a change in location or a direction of movement, then the
translocative prefix refers to the fact that the state or action of the
verb is either the result of such movement or occurs in a time or place
distant from the speaker at the time of the action or at the time of
the utterance, This, then, is another example of the unity of ideas
in Mohawk of spatial and temporal location (for others, see TeRs@3s g
7.2.3., 7.2.9., and 8.3.6.).

The translocative prefix may also express the idea that the action
takes place in s direction away from a locale that is the normal place
for behavior, e.g. go upstairs in a house, climb up a tree, go
downstairs into a cellar,

When the translocative prefix co-occurs with any modal prefix
(i.e. the declarative, indefinite, and future), the translocative
preceeds the modal., The translocative prefix follows the non-modsl
prefixes which occur in the initial position class (i.e. partitive,
coincident, and contrastive), The translocative prefix is semantically
incompatible with the cislocative prefix and the two therefore do not
co-occur even though they are in different position classes (see 7.2,

above).

7.2.61, The following morphophonemic rules affect the
translocative prefix:
{7} — v/
ye/__C

yVh/___ﬁ

yu/__iterative prefix {s—}
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For example:

In non-modal verbs:
/yekatketdtha/ "I'm peeking (over there)"
/yotks:te? yekatatkvs/ "I often look in the mirror™
/yehveteld:tahkwe?/ "he was living, staying over there"
/yehitni%khu:nis/ "I sew for him over there"
/vehihyatd:ni/ "I'm writing to him"

In modal verbs:
/tho mi: ya%kakyv/ "I sat (down) over there"

atha“kéhsu ne? ya?ékene? "we (dual) went there by foot
’
walked there"

/yahaté:ko/ 'he ran away" (away from speaker)
4 3 -
/vybéhlvene? yv:yuwe?/ '"she, one will arrive there tomorrow"

/tewakatuhuju:ni sé?s tho ya:ke?/ "I wanted to go there
(but didn't)"

/yasatena:taloh/ "Dunk your bread in the liquid! (sg.)"
(e.g. in coffee, milk, etc.)

/yatkelahthv/ "I climbed up (a tree); I went upstairs"

/ohujd:ku ya%katsnvhte?/ "I went down, climbed down into
the cellar"

vah214hthv/ '"he climbed up (away from speaker)"
p J P

/ya®tvhanijubkwahkwe?/ "he'll jump up"

7.2.62, As stated in the morphophonemic rules above
(see 7.2,61,), the translocative prefix sometimes has the shape /yVh-/.
The rule applies when the translocative prefix directly precedes a
stressed vowel, The vowel in the prefix /yVh-/ is actually epenthetic

and has the phonological shape of the stressed vowel which follows the

/h=/.
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The rules can be stated:
{y-} — yvn/__V
and:
yWh- —  yV3h/__ Wy
For example:

/atha?kéhsu ne? yvhé:ke?/ "I will walk there, go there by foot"

yvh- translocative prefix

-v- future modsl prefix

~k=~- 1st person singular subjective prefix
-e? "walk, go by foot"

Here, the stressed long vowel /-v:=/ is the modal prefix for future.
It is stressed because it is the penultimate vowel (see 3,7.2. above).
The rule above states that the form of the translocative prefix
gccurring directly before a stressed vowel is /yVh-/, where /-V-/ is
realized as identical to the following stressed vowel, in this case
/~V-/. The epenthetic vowel /-v-/ must be short even though the
following vowel on which it is modelled is long. This is so because
no more than one long vowel may be present in any Mohawk word (see
3.7.13. above)., 1lherefore, the epenthctic vowel has the phonological
shape of the following vowel, but is always short.

The example given above can be contrasted with another form in the
same paradigm:

/atha%kéhsu ne? yvkd:ne?/ 'they (fem/indef/neuter pl.) will walk
there, go there by foot"

y- translocative prefix
-v- future modal prefix
~kun- 3rd person feminine/indefinite/neuter plural

subjective prefix

-e? "walk, go by foot"
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In this case, the translocative prefix does not directly precede the
stressed penultimate vowel /-u:-/, Therefore, the shape of the

translocative prefix here is /y-/, in keeping with the morphophonemic
rules stated in 7.2,61. above, (see L4.2.2. above for a more detailed

discussion of the complexities of thcse rules and their ordering.)

7.2.7. Duplicative
The duplicative non-modal prefix {t—} expresses g
variety of ideas, all of which share the basic idea that more than one
person, object, action, or state is involved.

The duplicative prefix precedes the future modal and indefinite
modal prefixes as well as the iterative and cislocative non-modal
prefixes. It follows all other non-modal prefixes and also follows the
declarative modal prefix (see 7.2. above).

The duplicative prefix {t-} is affected by the following
morphophonemic rules:

{t-} — t/_V

V__C (non-t)

Ly
te/#L__C
cC__ ¢
___CC (non-Cy)
t

tu/___cislocative prefix t-

iterative prefix s-

7.2.71., Quantifier -- expresses the idea of '"two" in

the enumeration of objects or persons:
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. /
/tekawi :sake/ "two glasses"
/tehnd:kwe?/ "two men"
/tekenu:kwe?/ "two women

7.2.72. CGccurs when two or more agents are required
for the action or state described by the verb:
/wa?thystelaTne?/ "they (masc., dual) met"
/tvjitewatekhihsih/  ™we (pl. incl.) will part, separate"

/teskyaké:1lu/ "they (fem/indef/neuter dual) look alike,
resemble easch other"

/yaTtehutelatné:kv/  "they (masc. pl,) were sitting there
together"

/sa?tehliznas/ "they (masc. pl.) are the saue size"

7.2.73. Occurs when the verb refers to a state or

actior involving a number of aspects, parts, or processes:

/ahsv na?lehaya:sele?/ "it has three layers, it's triple"
/tehotstikahwhvhakye?/ ""he was travelling around, travelling
along, roaming all around"
/tehahnvhsaks :1u/ "he has wide shoulders"
/va?tahutkahtinyuhwe?/ "they (masc, pl.) would look around

there at a lot of things"
/wa?tewakya Tke?/ "it broke into two pieces"
7.2.74. COccurs when the verb refers to changes of
state of the object or the subject., Where the object undergoes change,

the subject is represented by the appropriate subjective pronominal

prefix, Where the subject undergoes change or is affected by some force
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or process, it is represented by the appropriate objective pronominal

prefix.5 :

/tejetenyukwas/ ""'she, one keeps changing things"
(e.g. details in a story)

Jwa?thzwvlye?/ "he messes, stirs it, them up"

/tahd:yune?/ "he's aging"

/teyakotuhnakali :u/ "she, one is orphaned"

/tewskatehnuhukyi:ne?/ "I had my door open"

/wa?tehsakohilya “ke?/ "he chocked her, one, them"

/wa“tewakatenunyanihtv/ "I was shocked, appalled; it shocked,
appalled me"

7.2.75. Occurs in place of the iterative prefix {s—}
with verbs containing the cislocative prefix {t—} . The iterative
and cislocative prefix occur in the same position class; that is, they
are formally mutually exclusive (see 7.2. above,).

In this situation, the duplicative prefix expresses the meaning
of the iterative prefix; i.e, having to do with repetition, return,
etc. and often translatable into English as '"again, back, re-". The

replacement of the iterative by the duplicative is somewhat consistent

> In two recent works, Wallace Chafe discusses Onondaga pronominal
prefixes in terms of agent and patient functions. Chafe states
that when the subject of the verb is related to its verb as agent
(or experiencer), then the subject is represented by the subjective
pronominal prefix, When the subject of the verb is related to its
verb as patient (or beneficiary), then the subject is represented
by the objective pronominal prefix (see pp. # ff. of Chafe's

A Semantically Bssed Sketch of Onondaga). 'This analysis is consistent

with the patterns of subjective and objective pronominal prefix
alternation in Akwesasne lMohawk.
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semantically. These prefixes both share a meaning having to do with
repetition or recurrence, in the iterative with events or states and
in the duplicative with agents or parts of activities. What is curious
is that the iterative and cislocative prefixes are formally mutually
exclusive even though they are semantically compatible., Also the fact
that the cislocative and transiocative prefixes occur in different
position classes within the verb is curious since they are semantically
opposites and therefore never co-occur,
Ixamples of the use of the duplicative prefix to express the meaning

of the iterative in verbs which contain the cislocative are:

/tutd :le?/ "he came back here"

/tutayitsnvhte?/ "she, one came downstairs" (she had been

downstairs at some previous time and she

then returned)

/tutokke?tohistahkwe?/ "I suddenly appeared back again"

7.2.8., TIterative
The iterative prefix {s-} expresses ideas of repetition,
recurrence, or return of am action or state. These ideas can usually
be translated into English as "again,'" "back," 're-,"

In non-modal or future modal verbs, the iterative prefix occurs
directly preceding the pronominal prefixes; that is, it follows the
future modal prefix as well as all the non-modal prefixes with which
it can co-occur (see 7.2. above.). When in declarative or indefinite
modal verbs, the iterative precedes these modal prefixes, both of
which in this case are realized as /-a-/ (see 7.2, above). The
iterative and cislocative prefixes cannot co-occur, Therefore, when

for semantic reasons they would both be expected, the iterative is
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replaced by the duplicative prefix (see 7.2.75. above),
The iterative prefix is affected by the following morphophonemic
rules:
{s—} —»s/__V
__C (non-y, s, w)

se/ s, w

P

6ji/_____lst and 2nd person dual and plural

For example:

/shotuhné : tu/ "he came back to life”
/vskato:ktv?/ "I'11 run out of it again"
/tejetenyikwas/ "she, one keeps changing"
/yvske?/ "It11 go back there (later)"

/k#tke? sewahtvkyuhe?/ "when is she, it going back home,
returning home?"

/iyah teskays:kv?s/ "she, it doesn't go out anymore"

7.2.9. Cislocative
The cislocative non-modsl prefix {t-} expresses ideas
that have to do with a locality or direction near of toward the speaker,7
either at the time of the action or at the time of the utterance, If

the verb describes a change in location or a direction of movement,

The form /ji-/ represents two phonological changes:
1. [s/ —»/j//__v; and 2, lie/ —s [31/

7 This is so in all verbs with non-lst person subjects.‘ In verbs
with 1lst person subjects, the cislocative prefix refers to motion
in a direction toward the hearer,
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then the direction is toward the speaker, either arriving near or by
the spesaker or coming in » direction toward the speaker. If the verb
does not describe a change in location or a direction of movement, then
the cislocative prefix refers to the fact that the state or action
described is either a result of such movement or occurs in a time or
place near or by the speaker at the time of the action or at the time
of the utterance. (See 7.2.23., 7.2.3., 7.2.6., and 8.3.6, for
discussions of other prefixes and suffixes which demonstrate the unity
of ideas of spatial and temporal location.)

The cislocative prefix may also express the idea that the action
takes place in a direction toward a locale that is the normal place
for behavior, e,g., come downstairs, climb down from s tree onto the
cground, come upstairs from a cellar.

In combination with the future modal prefix or in a non-modal
verb, the cislocative prefix always follows the future modal or the
non-modal prefixes, In combination with either only the declarative
modal or only the indefinite modal prefixes, the cislocative again
follows these prefixes. However, in declarative or indefinite modal
verbs which also contain the duplicative prefix, the cislocative prefix
preceeds the modsl prefixes, both of which in this environment are
renlized as /-a-/. (see 7.2. above.).

Although occurring in different position classes, the cislocative
and translocative prefixes are mutually exclusive for semantic reasons;
the former involving direction toward the speaker and the latter
involving direction away from the spesker, For these semantic reasons,
then, the cislocative and translocative prefixes never co-occur,

Although semantically compatible, the cislocative and iterative
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prefixes are formally mutually exclusive, occurring in the same
position class, The correctness of this analysis is demonstrated by
the fact that in verbs whose meaning calls for both the cislocative and
the iterative prefixes, the iterative prefix does not occur but is

replaced by the duplicative prefix (see 7.2.75. above).

7.2.91, The cislocative prefix is affected by the
following morphophonemic rules:
{ t—} —stf W
# G (non-y)
te/___CC
C__C (non-y)

V__C (non-y)

k/__y
For exainple:
/kvhnekws thvtskote?/ "he's sitting here"
/telutd: nuta:le?/ "he came (here) from Toronto"
/vtke?/ "] will come (here)"
/takitsnvhte?/ "I came down (downstairs)"
(I was upstairs)
/vthatsnvhte?/ "he'll come down here from upstairs"
/tahalAhthv?/ "he climbed up (toward me, from
below)"
With the duplicative:
/tutayitsnvhte?/ "she, one came downstairs again"
/tvthanijuhkwahkwe?/ "he'1ll jump down"

7.2.92, Certain verbs of motion (i.e. climb, go or come

upstairs or downstairs) can be used to illustrate some interesting
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semantic differences between the cislocative and translocative prefixes.
As has been mentioned above, with verbs describing a change of
location or direction, the cislocative prefix refers to motion toward
the speaker while the translocative prefix refers to motion away from
the speaker., It has also been pointed out that the cislocative can
refer to motion toward a locale which is habitual for behavior while
the translocative can refer to motion sway from such s locale, The
first meaning, i.e. movement toward or away from the speaker, is the
basic one since in a contradictory situation it takes precedence over
the factor of the location of habitual behavior. That is, when a
verb describes motion away from a locale of habitual behavior btut toward
the speaker, the prefix used is the cislocative, which is the expected
prefix expressing motion towsrd the speaker. For example:
/yahaldhthv?/ "he climbed up (a tree)"

(away from speaker--speaker is standing on
the ground)

y= translocative prefix
-3- aorist modal prefix
~ha- 3rd person masculine singular subject

~1ahthv? "climb"
but:
/tahalahthv?/ "he climbed up (a tree)"

(toward speaker--speaker is or was
already in the tree)

t- cislocative prefix
-a- aorist modal prefix
~ha~ 3rd person masculine singular subject

-1lahthv? "climb™
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Also:
/vtkeldhthv?/ "I*'11 climb up™
(from below--e.g. I'm in a well in the ground
and will climb up to ground level where the
hearer is)
and "I'11 come upstairs"
(hearer is upstairs in the house already
and I will come up from the main level
to where hearer is)
V- future modal prefix
-t- cislocative prefix
-ke- 1st person singular subject
but:
/yvkelahthv?/ "I'1l go upstairs"

(hearer is on main level and I will go
go to upstairs level away from hearer)

y- translocative prefix
-v- future modal prefix
-ke- 1st person singular subject

The same piece of physical behavior can be expressed using either
the cislocative or translocative prefix, the correct one chosen on
the basis of to whom the information in the utterance is being conveyed.
For example, if I were down inside a well with a number of other people
and there were also some people standing above us on the ground, and I
were saying "I will climb up", I would use either the cislocative or
translocative prefix depending upon who was the recipient of this
information., For example:
/yvkeldhthv?/ "I'11 climb up"
(from inside the well to the ground)
(said to someone with me down in the well--

therefore, my movement will be away from the
hearer)
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but:

/vtkelahthv?/ "It11l climb up"

(from inside the well to the ground)
(said to someone above us on the ground--
therefore, my movement will be toward
the hearer)

Both of these verbs describe movement toward = locale which is
habitual for behavior (e.g. to the ground level), PBoth, in fact,
describe the same physical behavior. However, the decisive semantic
cormponent is the direction of movement in relation to the hearer,
This is demonstrated by the fact that the cislocative prefix is used

when the movement is toward the hearer whereas the translocative prefix

is used when the movement is away from the hearer.
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A.0.  VERBAL SUFFIXES

The peneral class of verbal suffixes occupies the last of the
four verbal position classes (see 5.1.1. above). Verbal suffixes
follow verb bases. They are of three general types:

1. verb root suffixes

2. aspect suffixes

3. attributive suffixes
The verb root suffixes follow the verb roots and precede the aspect
suffixes, The aspect suffixes, then, are word-final. The attributive
suffixes co-occur with only a limited class of non-modal verbs and

are word-final.

8.1. Verb root suffixes express a number of ideas concerned
with modifying the verb or expressing relationships between the
subjects and objects of the state or action described by the verb.
These suffixes follow verb roots or verb bases which are themselves
composed of one or more verb roots with possible incorporated noun
roots.

Aspect suffixes, in general, express and describe the temporal
distribution of the action or state described by the verb. Aspect
suffixes designate an action or state in relation to its position
on a continuum of time, without referring to any particular time or
tense. That is, they describe whether an action or state is
continuous, interrupted, repetitive, etc.

Attributive suffixes express ideas which involve particular
characteristics of size, number, or condition referring to the agent

or subject of the verb.
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8.2, Suffix Formation

Before proceeding to a discussion of the verbal suffixes
themselves, it is appropriate to point out and exemplify certain
general options and processes available in the formation of Mohawk
verbs,

The formation of verbs, particularly of the verbal suffixes,
is extremely complex. Several possible patterns of suffix formation

exist:

£.2.1. 1In terms of the suffix components, the simplest
verb form is the basic imperative. It is expressed by the absence
of verbal suffixes. For example:
/saté:lat/ "hunt!" (sg.)
s- 2nd person singular subject
-atd:lat  "hunt"
/tésta?n/ "stand! stand up!"™ (sg.)
té- duplicative prefix
-s- 2nd person singular subject

-ta?n "stand (up)"

8.2.2. The next level of complexity is exemplified by
verbs which contain a single verbal aspect suffix. For example:
/laté:lats/ "he hunts, he's hunting, he's a hunter"

1- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-atd:lat- "hunt"

-s serial aspect suffix
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/vkaté:late?/ "I']11 hunt"
v-  future modal prefix
-k- 1st person sinpular subject prefix
-atd:lat—  "hunt"
-e? punctual aspect suffix

/1otolé:tu/ '"he hunted"
lo-~ 3rd person masculine singular object
-tola:t-  "hunt"

-u perfective aspect suffix

8.2.3. Verbs can be made up of increasing levels of
complexity by additional cycles of suffix formation. That is,
after the aspect suffix (see 8.4. below) is added to the verb base,
additional aspectual and non-aspectual verbal suffixes can be joined
to the verb. For example:

/tehatkahtunyus/ "he's looking around"

te- duplicative prefix

-h- 3rd person masculine singular subject

-atkaht- verb base: '"look"

—U- perfective aspect suffix

-nyu- distributive suffix

-5 active state aspect suffix

/takuhnetuhikye?s/ "you (sg.) keep me alive, you are
are keeping me alive"

tak- transitive pronominal prefix for 2nd person
singular subject and lst person singular object

-uhnet-  verb base: 'live, life"

-u- perfective aspect suffix
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-hdkye?- progressive suffix

-s active state aspect suffix

8.3. Non-Aspectual Verb Root Suffixes
The eight verb root suffixes are:
Causative

Distributive

- e

)
Benefactive I |-vni- 5

1T i-?s_g
Progressive %-hakye- ;
Continuative &-k-%
Ambulative %-ﬁn-}
Former Past i-kwe?_}

The following chart places the non-aspectual verb root suffixes
in their proper position-class arrangement. (It is understood that
these relative positions apply to verbs which have not heen re-cycled
through options of verb formation--see 8.2. above.). The verb
root suffixes will be discussed in turn below according to their

position within the verb,



Causa- Distribu- Benefac- Progres- Former
tive tive tive sive Past

ht nyu vni hakye kwe?

s Continua-
tive

Ambula-
tive

n

8431 Causative

f

The causative verb root suffix 0 —ht-‘g expresses
a number of ideas related to the concept of cauéation. The subject
or actor of the verb may perform some action upon an object or
another person which results in a change of state of that object
or person. The subject or actor may cause another person or an
object to undergo some process or be somehow transformed. The
causative suffix also co-occurs with verb bases where its meaning
has become metaphoric, often disguising or distorting the semantics
of the causative component. However, although the semantics cannot
be stated precisely, the causative suffix can be isolated on formal

grounds., It occurs as follows:

/akwa?nikuhlayvt&htv?/ "for me to make you(pl.)
understand"
_?nikuhlayvté- verb base: "understand"

g, S causative suffix
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=v? perfective aspect suffix

/yoji?yohtﬁ:nis/ "it makes her, it lazy"

-ji?yo- verb base: '"lazy"
~ht- causative suffix

P perfective aspect suffix
-ni- benefactive I suffix

-s active state aspect suffix

/tukewvnatihkwahte?/ "I spoke right out" (literally:
1 took the words out)

-wvnat4hkwa- verb base: '"speak"
=ht- causative suffix

-e? perfective aspect suffix

8.3.2. Distributive

The distributive verb root suffix {-nyu-ji expresses
the idea of a multiplicity of objects or actions which are distributed
over time or space. The distributive suffix may refer to a distribution
of the objects of the verb or it may refer to the repetition of the
action itself or to the fact that the action described by the verb
involves a necessary distribution or repetition over time or space.

For example:

/tehatkahtﬁnyus/ "he's looking around"
-atkaht- root: "look, eye"
—u- perfective aspect suffix
-nyu- distributive suffix

—u- perfective aspect suffix
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-s active state aspect suffix
/kanuhtunyu/ "I'm thinking (many thoughts)"
-nuht- root: '"think"
- perfective aspect suffix
-nyu distributive suffix
/teyotohetstényus/ '"she, one is. was going back and forth"

/vhseli?wanutunyt:hahse?/ "you (sg.) will ask her, one,

them many things"

/tehatinyus/ '"he's mixing them (those things) up"

836 36 Benefactive 1

There are two verb root suffixes which can be labelled

"benefactive." They occur in the same position class within the

verb and are therefore mutually-exclusive.

Both of the benefactive suffixes express the idea of action

toward another person in which that person is the recipient of an

object or the beneficiary of an action.

The verb root suffix labelled "Benefactive I" is treated in

this section, while the second is treated below.

The benefactive I verb root suffix {-vni-‘i occurs as follows:
/sakolihunwa:ni/ "he taught was teaching her, one, them"
-lihuny- stem: ''teach"
-vni  benefactive suffix
/kwa?nekv:nis/ "I beg you (pl.)"
-?nek- stem: '"beg"
-vni- benefactive suffix

-s active state aspect suffix



/khekalatu:ni/ "I was telling her, one, them a story"
/
/watenihas/ "she, it used to lend it out"

/sana?tald:ni/ "you (sg.) make the bread!)

£.3.4. Benefactive II
The benefactive II verb root suffix {-?s-.g occurs
as follows:
/vkoselehtahni :nu?se?/ "I'1l buy a vehicle for you (sg.)"
—selehtahni:nu-  stem: "buy a vehicle"
-?s-  benefactive suffix
-e? perfective aspect suffix

/wa?kyukyakyelinyu?se?/ "we (du.) had a very strange thing happen
to us"

-akyelﬁhyu- stem: '"strange, awesome"

-?s- benefactive suffix

-e? punctual aspect suffix
/waholi?wanu:to?se?/ ''he asked him"

-li?wanu:to- stem: "ask"

-?s—  benefactive suffix

—-e? punctual aspect suffix
/wahahnekahla?se?/  '"he offered her, it a drink"

-hnekahla- stem: "drink"

-?¢-~  benefactive suffix

-e? punctual aspect suffix

8:3:5. Progressive

The progressive verb root suffix {-hakye-z expresses



the idea that the action or state described by the verb occurs over
a period of time or space. It can refer to an action or state which
requires time or space to be accomplished or it can refer to a
repetition of actions or states. The prorressive suffix, then,
contains components of meaning which exemnlify the unity of temporal
and spatial locatives in Mohawk. (For discussions of verbal prefixes
which exemplify similar semantic ranges, see 7.2., 7.2.23., 7.7.3.,
7.2.6, and 7.2.9. above.)

For example:

/lonvyohlukwvhikye?/ 'he's picking up, gathering stones as
y ’

he's coming along"

-nvyohlukwv-  base: '"pick up, gather"
-hikye- nprogressive suffix
-? perfective aspect suffix
/loya?tahsehtakwvhékye?s/ "he's hiding here and there all over"
-ya?tahsehtakwv- base: '"hide a body"
-hhkye?-~  progressive suffix
-5 active’statg aspect suffix

/takuhnetuhikye?s/ "you (sg.) keep me alive, you are keeping me
alive"

/1onate1ihwahtvkyatuhékve?/ "they (masc. vl.) are accomplishinge

many thines"

With some verb stems, the propressive suffix occurs in a shorter
form, i.e. with shape /—kye-/. For example:
/yakotulyoktikve?/ "she. one was out of breath"
-tulyokti- "be out of breath"
-kye-~  progressive suffix

-? perfective aspect suffix
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/kotitakhehnﬁkye?s/ "they (fem/indef/neuter pl.) are

running around"
—takhehnmi- base: 'run arourd"
-kye?-~  progressive suffix
-5 active state aspect suffix

/luwawvnikye?s/  "she, one, they keep disobeying him'"
(literally: she, one, they keep

losing his voice, words)
/
-wvnu-  base: 'word"
~kve?- procressive suffix

-S active state aspect suffix

2,3,6. Continuative
The continuative verb root suffix {-k-} expresses
the idea that the action or state described by the verb occurs over
a particular period of time, For example:
/vhlihneke?/ 'he'll be alive, be living; he'll live"
—ﬁhn- root: M"live"
-k- continuative suffix
-e? punctual aspect suffix
/wa?ketsé:ni?ke?/ "T was afraid"
-tsani?- base: 'be afraid, fear"
-k- continuative suffix
-e? punctusl aspect suffix
/tehutitahke?/  "they (masc. pl.) were riding together"
-atitah- base: 'ride"

k- continuative suffix

-e? perfective aspect suffix
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/naho?tv:hsu nahunehyahldhkwake?/  "things for them (masc.

pl.) to remember"
-ehyahlahkwa- base: 'remember'
-k- continuative suffix

-e? perfective aspect suffix

83,75 Ambulative

The ambulative verb root suffix §~-?n-} expresses

the idea that the action described by the verb involves walkine,

The ambulative suffix is affected by the following morphophoremic
rules:
£_?n- §___§hn/v___
o/l
’?n/V____
For example:
/yukwayakv?Vv:ne?/ "we (pl. excl.) went out"
-yakv?v-  stem: -"go out"
-n- ambulative suffix (from underlying -?n-)
-?¢  perfective aspect suffix
/lastelihst¥:ne?/  "he was laughing (as he ran away)"
-stelihstv-  stem: "laugh"
-n- ambulative suffix
-e? perfective aspect suffix
/sahi?telthna?/  '"when I took him there"
-i?teld- base: "live. stay"

-hn- ambulative suffix
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-a? perfective aspect suffix

/wakenujistv?tii:ne?/ "I hang my head low (while I'm walking)"
-nujistv?tu- stem: '"hang a head"
-n- ambulative suffix

-e? perfective aspect suffix

8.3.8. Former Past
The former past verb root suffix {-kwe?} occurs
word-finally to express the idea that the action or state described
by the verb occurred during a period of time before the time of
speakiﬁg. The action or state has since stopped occurring and
there is no expectation that it will resume. For example:
/yeyékwe?skwe?/ "we (pl. excl.) were there"
-e?- root: "go. be"
-s- active state aspect suffix
-kwé? former past suffix
/yakonahskway@:tahkwe?/ ""'she, one used to have an animal, pet"
-nahskwayv:tah- . stem: '"have, own, possess an animal, pet"
~kwe? former past suffix
/yohwistaké:tehkwe?/ "she, it used to have a lot of money"
-hwistaka:teh- stem: '"have money"
-kwe?  former past suffix
/yehv?telli:tahkwe?/  "he was living, staying there" (at that time)
-i?telii:tah- stem: "live, stay"

~kwe? former past suffix
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8.4, Aspect Suffixesl
The aspect suffixes occur in final position in the verb.
The only exception to this rule is in the case of aspect suffixes
in combination with the former past suffix, Here, the former past
suffix is always word-final (see 2.3.9, above).

In general, aspect suffixes express ideas which refer to the
placement of the occurrence described by the verb on a continuum
of time, without referring to a specific temporal instance. That
is, the aspect suffixes express ideas relating to the kird of time
or temporal sequences in which the occurrence takes place while
not themselves specifying that temporal fact as occurring in the

past, future, etc.

In Mohawk, four aspects are expressed; two of these refer to
active verbs: punctual and active state; and two refer to passive
verbs: perfective and passive state. These four aspects can be
semantically defined as follows:

Active:

Punctual: The punctual aspect refers to a single event;
that is, the action described by the verb occurs once at some
particular time although that particular time is not specified by
the punctual aspect suffix.

Active State: The active state aspect refers to the

continuity of the occurrence of the verb over a period of time.

1
I am indebted to Professor Floyd G. Lounsbury for his help and

guidance in discussing problems related to the analysis of the
aspect suffixes.
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In this case, ''state" refers to the fact that the actor or subject of
the verb is in the state of performing some action. The active
state aspect has two semantic components: one, serial, refers to an
action or state which occurs at repeated points in time; the other,
progressive, refers to an action or state which occurs over a continuous
period of time.

Passive:

Perfective: The perfective aspect refers to the occurrence
of states, whether as inherent states or as states resulting from
actions.

Passive State: The passive state aspect refers to states
which are the results of the actions of the actors or subjects of
active aspect states. That is, trese states, i.e. passive states,
have a component of passivity, i.e. of expressing the patient or
object of some action, and a component of non-punctuality, i.e. of
occurring over a period of time. either at repeated points or

continuously.

8.4.1. The shape of the aspect suffixes depends upon
their co-occurrence with a number of other verbal categories.
Some of these verbal categories are represented by modal prefixes
while others are represented by non-aspectual suffixes and still
others do not have overt formal markers. The particular phonological
shape of the gspect suffix in any particular co-occurrence with other
verbal categories depends upon the verb base itself. That is, there
are sets of "conjugation classes'" into which verb bases fall.

The members of these conjugation classes are generally determined
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by morphological conditioning.

By ? s Following this section there is a chart of the
verbal categories which may co-occur. The filler for each
co-occurrence is illustrated by a form of the verb '"to plant,"
the base for which is /-yvtho-/. In the intersections for the active
aspect suffixes, the verb for "to plant" is exemplified with the 3rd
person masculine singular pronominal prefix subject '"he'" except for
the forms for the imperative where the pronominal prefix then
represents the 2nd person singular subject "you." In the
intersections for the passive aspect suffixes, the verb '"to plant”
is exemplified with the 3rd person feminine/neuter singular subject
"it." The phonological shapes of all pronominal prefixes are in

accordance with selection rules discussed in Chapter 6 above.

The verb forms illustrated with passive aspect suffixes are
given without agents. It is possible to express the agent who
performs the action which results in the passive states by the use
of the appropriate objective pronominal prefix, as discussed in
6.5. above. For example, /kayéthu/ "it is planted” but /loyvthu/

"it is planted by him",
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The chart of verbal aspect suffixes follows:

ASPECT SUFFIXES:

ACTIVE

Punctual Active State Serial
Present /layvthos/ 'he's
(no overt planting; he
markers) plants; he's
a planter
Former /layvthoskwe?/  'he
Past used to plant"
/-kwe?/
Indefinite /ahay¥tho?/ "for /ahayvthéhseke?/ '"for
Mode him to plant" him to continue

/a~/

(one event:

one day, one
crop, one field,
one season)

to plant, keep
on planting"

Future
Mode

/v-/

/vhayvtho?/ 'he
will plant"

/vhayvthohseke?/  "he'll
continue to plant,
keep planting"

Aorist /wahayvtho?/  '"he
Mode planted (it)"
Jwa®-/

Imperative /jvtho/  "Plant!" /jvthéhsek/ "Keep planting!
(no overt Continue to plant!"

marker)
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|

ASPECT SUFFIXES: PASSIVE

Perfective Punctual

Passive State Serial

Present /kayvthu/ "it is
(no overt planted; it is
marker) in the state of
being planted"
Former
Past
/-kwe?/ /kayvthi:ne/ "t
was planted:
it used to bhe
planted"
Indefinite /akayvthoke?/  "for /akayvthéhake?/ "for it
Mode it to be to be, continue to

/a-/

planted; be in
the state of
being planted"

be, keep on being
planted; continue

to be in the state of
being planted"

Future /vkayvthoke?/  M"it /vkayvthéhake?/ ™it will
Mode will be continue to be
I planted" planted; keep being

planted™

Aorist

Mode

[wa?-/

Imperative | /kayvthok/ "Let /kayvthéhak/ "Let it

(no overt it be continue to be
marker) planted!" planted; keep being

planted!"
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2.4,.3., From the above charts, several formal
generalizations concerning the composition of aspect suffixes can

be stated.

2,4.31. The verb forms for the active punctual
aspect are constructed on the verb base alone, in this case
/-yvtho-/. The imperative is expressed by the absence of any formal
suffix on the verb base. In the other verbal aspectual categories,
glottal stop, /-2/, is the marker for the aspect suffix; the
particular semantic differences are expressed by the particular

modal prefix markers.

2,4.32, The verb forms for the active state aspect
are constructed on the simple serial or prosressive suffix, which in
this case is {-s-.} The verb form /layvthos/ 'he vlants, he is
planting, he is a planter' illustrates this basic form around which
the others are constructed.
8.4.321. The active state suffix marker §~—s—} is

affected by the following morphophonemic rules:

i(-s- % __—the/V’__

s/V

C

8.4.33. The aspect suffix component %-k—} occurs
in three of the aspect suffix categories. Its semantic function is
to express the occurrence of a state. It does not occur with the
punctual aspect since logically a single event is not a state.

The nstative' or "continuative" {-k— ‘ can be added to the active
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state serial base:

/vhayvth6hseke?/ "he will continue to plant,
he will keep planting"

/ivthdhsek/  "Keep planting! (sg.)" "Continue
to plant! (sp. )"

In these examples, the concept of "state" refers to the actor or
subject of the verb who is expressed as being in the state of

perforring an action.

The stative suffix {-k—}-can also be added to the passive
aspect verbs:
/vkayvthoke?/  "it will be planted"

/vkayvthéhake?/ "it will continue to be planted;
it will keep being planted"

In these examples, the concept of '"state" refers to the patient or
object of the verb which is expressed as being in a state resulting

from an action.

8.4.34. The passive state aspect suffix is expressed
by the component {-ha-} :

/Vkayvthéhake?/ "jt will continue to be vplanted;
it will keep bheino planted"

/kayvthéhak/ "let it continue to be planted! (sg.)"
Let it keep being planted!"

£.4.35. Seven of the intersections in the charts
do not have attested verb forms and are therefore left blank (see
8.4.2. above), The reasons for the absence of verbs for these
hypothetical co-occurrences are the logical incompatibility of the

particular semantic categories.



217

8.L4:350 The punctual aspect, expressing a
single event, cannot co-occur with either the present or former
past categories because these categories express actions which are
non-punctual, i.e. actions which occur over a period of time either

as serial (repeated events) or prorressive (continuous events).

8.4.352, The passive state aspect likewise
cannot co-occur with either the present or former past categories
because the passive state aspect refers to the continuation of an
activity. The idea of the continuity of an activity is incompatible
with the semantics of the former past which refers to an action or
state occurring over a period of time in the past and no longer
occurring in the present and not expected in the future. The idea
of the continuity of an activity is also incompatible with the semantics
of the present which focusses on the present occurrence of an activity

with no extension into another time period, either past or future.

€.4.353. The aorist mode co-occurs only with
the punctual active aspect. It cannot co-occur with any other aspect
because it refers to an action which occurred once and is completed.
The punctual active aspect is compatible with the aorist mode since
both contain a semantic component referring to a single event.
The aorist mode is semantically incompatible with the other aspect
categories since all these refer to states which are either non-
completed, i.e. which occur now or at some future time, or which

are non-punctual, i.e. which occur over a period of time.

&.4.4. A very complex problem in the analysis of the
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Mohawk aspect suffix system is the determination of the perfective

suffix forms. In Oneida Verb Morvhology, Floyd Lounsbury sets up a

series of five major conjugation classes, with fourteen sub-classes in
all, to account for the various aspect suffix forms. The verbs

which fall into the particular classes and sub-classes sometimes

share phonological similarities in the endings of the verb bases.
However there is also much overlapping so that no generalized
phonological selection statements can be formulated to account

for all of the data.

No attempt will be made in this work to go more deeply into
the complexities and problems of this matter. A description has
been presented above of the semantic categories which are represented
and expressed by the aspect suffix system. The co-occurrences of
these semantic categories with non-aspectual semantic categories
has also been discussed and exemplified. In illustrating this system
with the verb '"to plant", some formal complexities have been pointed
out which are also pertinent to many other Mohawk verbs. To leave
the matter at this point in the present work is not to ienore it
but ¢imply to recoenize its oroblems and reserve them for additional

study.

8.5. Attributive Suffixes
In addition to the aspect and non-aspectual verbal suffixes
discussed above, there are four "attributive suffixes" which can be
added to either a non-modal verb or to a noun. Generally, these
suffixes express ideas which involve particular characteristics of

size, number, or condition referring to the agent of the verb (in



219

non-modal verbs) or to the noun. In all cases. the attributive

suffixes occur finally in the word.

£2,5.1. Characterizer
The characterizer attributive suffix {-ha:ka? }
expresses the idea that someone or something is characterized by
the verb or noun to which the suffix is added. For example:
/kahnawa?kehd :ka?/  "the people of Caughnawaga; the people
who are at the rapids"

(/xahnawi :ke/ "Caughnawaga; at the
rapids")

8.5.2. Decessive

The decessive attributive suffix '{-kvha?}. expresses
the idea of the former existence but present non-existence of someone
or something. For example:

/yukyala?se?kﬁha?/ "my deceased relative, cousin: he, she
was my relative. cousin"

(/yukyald:se?/ '"my cousin, relative"
Literally: we (du. excl) are cousins,
relatives")

/i:?i akenuhsa?k@ha?/ "jt used to be my house; it was
my house"
ake- possessive pronominal prefix for 1lst person singular
possessor
-nuhs- root: "House"

-a?- perfective suffix

—kvha? decessive attributive suffix

8.5.3. Pluralizer

~

The pluralizer attributive suffixes {;su:?a?f and
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{-okﬁ:?a?} express the idea of plurality or multiplicity of persons
or objects. For examvle:

/kheyo?okﬁ:?a?/ "my daughters (reference)" "all my
daughters"

(/kheyv:2a/ 'my daughter™)

8.5.4. Populative
The populative attributive suffix { -(C)é:nv %
expresses the idea of residence at a particular place or membership
in a particular group. For example:
/ahkwesashld:nv/  '"person who lives at Akwesasne"
(/ahkwesasne/ "Akwesasne"
(literallv: where the
partridge drums")
/lalistakehld:nv/ '"he's an ironworker™
(literallyv: he's a resident,
inhabitant of iron)
la- 3rd person masculine singular subiect
-list- root: "iron, metal"

-ake-~  "at"

-hld:nv  populative attributive suffix
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9.0, NOMINAL CONSTRUCTIONS

There are two kinds of nouns in Mohawk: formal nouns and functional
nouns, All formal nouns are also functional nouns but the obverse is
not necessarily true. A formal noun is distinguished by a2 number of
characteristics of form which are specific to nouns, differing from
those of verbs, A functional noun is s word which functions as a
noun, i.e. which is used to label a particular object, place, or person,
According to its formal characteristics, a functionsl noun may formally
be a noun or a verb, This chapter is mainly concerned with formal
nouns, i.,e, those which share formal nominal characteristics.
(Functionsl nouns which are formally verbs are constructed of prefixal,
base, and suffixal components in accordance with rules discussed in

the appropriate chapters five through eight above. )

9.1, Formal Nouns

/nominal nourn . (nominal
prefix * stem suffix)/

Formal nouns are composed of three elements: an obligatory nominal

prefix, an obligatory noun stem, and 2n optional nominal suffix,

9.1.1. The nominal prefixes are:
ka~-
o-
These norinal prefixes are morphologically conditioned; that is,
the occurrence of either one in any given case is selected by the noun

stem itself and does not follow any phonological or semantic patterns.

9.1.2. The noun stems are composed of an obligatory noun
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root and optionally may contain a morpheme joiner, usually /-a-/.

9.1.3. The nominal suffixes are:
-7
~a?
=U7
Nominal suffixes are optional, Noun stems may end with the base
root or they may end with a nominal suffix,
As in the case of nominal prefixes, nominal suffixes are

morphologically conditioned. Their occurrence, therefore, cannot be

predicted on the basis of phonological or semantic patterns.

9.1.4, A more detailed diagram of formal nouns follows:

/nominal noun (morpheme (nominal
prefix *  root joiner) * suffix)/

Examples of formal nouns are:

/ojihkwa?/ "tuber: beet, carrot, turnip, etc."
"button”

/3 :kwile?/ "tree"

/kanthsa ?/ "house"

/ond:1a?/ "corn husk"

/owa:lu?/ "meat!

/ka:1lis/ "sock, stocking"

9.2, In addition to these nouns sharing structural characteristics,
there are a number of others which must be recognized as nouns but
which do not have the formsl structure of either nouns'or verbs, Most
of these are animal or natural names and many are probably onomatopoetic.

For example:

/kftkIt/ "chicken"
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/kwf;kwIs/ "pigh
/tawistawis/1 "snipe, plover, sandpiper"
There are some additional animsal and natural names which are not
onomatopoetic but which however do not follow the normal patterns of
nominal structure formation.

For example:

/éhlalh/? "dog"
/takd:s/3 "cat"
/éhsah/ "black ash tree"

9.3. Nouns may be composed of other suffixal elements which are
attached to the noun stems, These elements are semantic and syntactic;
that is, they express components of meaning and also express relationships
between the noun to which they are attached and other nominal and/or
verbal segments, (Note that some of these elements may also occur with

certain verbs and have been discussed in 2.5, above,)

9.3.1. Attributive Suffixes
The attributive suffixes generally express characteristics

of size, number, or condition of the noun. They are added to the complete

1 This word is additionally unususl in its phonological structure, It
contains two stressed syllables and thereby violates very strong
stress rules in Akwesasne Mohawk (see 3.7.12. above).

This word is addltlonally unususl in that the morphophonemic rule:
/7 +h + resonant —V: / is violated (see 3.7.li. above).

0

This word is also unusual in that the final vowel is stressed. This
too violates very strong phonological rules, as discussed in 3.7.1.
above,
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noun; that is, they follow the nominal sufflix, if present, or the noun
stem, in the absence of a nominal suffix., The four attributive suffixes

are discussed below,

9.3,11., Augmentative
The augmentative attributive suffix /-ké:wa/
expresses the idea of largeness in size or importance. For example:
/onu?usela?kd:wa/ "pumpkin'

/onu?i:sela?/ "squash, watermelon, pumpkin, cantaloupe,
cucumber, etc,"

-k0:wa augmentative suffix

/kvja?kd:wa/ "sturgeon"
(literally: big fish)

/kviu?/ "fish"

-kd:wa asugmentative suffix

9.3.12., Characterizer
The characterizer attributive suffix {hé:ka?}
expresses the idea that someone or something is characterized by the
noun that precedes it. The suffix occurs as /d:ka?/ following /% .
For example:

/kahnawa %kehs :ka?/ "the people of Caughnawaga; the people who
are at the rapids"

/kahnawi :ke/ "Caughnawaga'
(literally: at the rapids)

-h3 :ka? characterizer suffix

9.3.13., Pluralizer
The pluralizer attributive suffix {-sﬁ:?a?}

expresses the idea of plurality or multiplicity of persons or objects
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or of types of persons or objects, For example:

/ojihkwa 2su:?a?/ "vegetables; all kinds of vegetables"
/ojihkwa?/ "tuber™
-su:7a? pluralizer suffix

/o%uwala?si:?a?/ "a1l different kinds of plants"
/ouiwala?/ "plant™
-su:7Ta? pluralizer suffix

9.3.2. Locative Suffixes
The locative suffixes express the idea of the location
of a person or object. They may also express the idea of a relationship
of a person or an object to a particular place or space. The four

locative suffixes which will be discussed below are:

{—ke} {_ne} : Mat," Min," ton," "o
{-ku} : "in," "inside"

{-oku} ¢ "under"

{—akta} ¢ 'nesr," "by,!" 'next to"

9o 3 2L, {—ke} {-ne}

The locative suffixes {—ke} and {-ne} express
the idea of the location of something "at," '"in," "on,'" or '"to"
something else, They are sdded to the couplete noun; that is, they
follow the nominal suffix, if present, or the noun stem, in the absence
of a nominal suffix.

The following morphophonemic rules generally apply:
locative —» -ke/7

-ne/elsewhere
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That is, the locative suffix {-ke} occurs as a suffix after nouns
ending in a glottal stop while the locative {—ne} occurs after all
other nouns., There are a number of exceptions to this rule and there
is a degree of optional choice with some other nouns.

Generally, when a noun ends in a glottal stop and is followed by
the locative suffix {-kg} , the noun-final glottal stop is lost énd
is replaced by the lengthening of the preceeding vowel accompanied by

falling tone, according to rules discussed in 3,7.14. above, TFor

example:
/onﬁ:ta?/ "hill"
/onuta :ke/ "on the hill"

/onekwvhsa ?/ "blood"

/onekvivhsa :ke/ "in the blood"

9.3.211. The locative suffixes {-ke} and {-ne}
may also express the idea of the domicile of a person or animal, and

as such are frequently found in place names. For example:

/ahkwesssne/ "Akwesasne" (literally: the place where the
partridge drums)
/ohkwé :sv?/ "partridge"
/kahnawa :ke/ "Caughnawaga" (literally: on the rapids)

/kvjatkowahne/ "Ft, Covington (N.Y.)" (literally: at the
place of the sturgeon, big fish)

/kvja®ko:wa/ "sturgeon" 'big fish"
These locative suffixes are used with some animal names to indicate
the place where the named animal is kept:
/kItkItne/ "chicken coop"

/kItkIt/  "chicken™
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/kohsatvsne/ "stable; barn"
/kohsa :tvs/ "horse"
Finally, the suffixes {-ke}' and {—ne} may be added to proper
names to indicate the home of the named person, The meaning msy roughly
be translated into English as "at the house of" or is perhaps best

translated by the French 'chez," For example:

/anvhne/ "at Annie's, at Annie's house, chez Annie"
/3 :nvh/ "Ann, Annie, Anna"
/ta?wffne/ "at David's, at David's house, chez David"
/tawit/ "David"
9.3.22, {-ku}

The locative suffix {-ku} expresses the idea of
location of something "in," or "inside," something else. It is sdded
to the noun stem, thereby eliminating the nominal suffix, if present.

For example:

/ohwv jaku/ "inside tlie earth; under the ground"
/ohw¥ja/ "earth; ground"

/oshu :waku/ "in the ditchj in the hole in the ground"
/ohsd:wa?/ "ditch; hole in the ground"

/khny3 :saku/ "in, inside my throat"
/ohnya :sa/ "throat"

9.3.23. {-oku]

The locative suffix {-oku} expresses the idea of
location of something 'under' something else, It is added to the noun
stem, thereby eliminating the nominal suffix, if present. For example:

/kahsyd:ku/ "on my palm" (literally: under my palm)

/ohsya?/ "palm of hand"
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9.3.2L. { —akta}
The locative suffix {—akta} expresses the idea
of the location of something 'mear," '"by," or "next to" something else,
It is added to the noun stem, thereby eliminating the nominal suffix,

if present.

/kanuhsakta/ "near, by the house"
/kanthsa ?/ "house"

/kanatakta/ "near, by the town, settlement!
/kand :ta?/ "town, settlement, village"

9.3.3. {-néhar}  {-kénatf
The nominal suffixes {-néha?} and {-kéha?} may be
added to a complete noun to express the idea that something is done
"sccording to'" the habits or behavior of something else., The suffix
-kéha? occurs following /?___, while -néha? occurs elsewhere,

For example:

/arkwesasnéha?/ "the language spoken at Jlkwesasne"
(Literally: according to the way of
Akwesasne)
/solahnéha/ "Duck Dance" (a social dance)

(literally: according to, according to the
ways of the duck)

/s6:1ah/ "duck"

9.4, Personal Possessive Prefixes
Another modification of nouns involves the affixing of a
personal possessive prefix which indicates the possession by the person

cf the thing expressed by the noun.

9.4.1. The phonological shape of the personal possessive
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prefix is selected by the initisl phoneme of the noun to which it is
attached.

The rules for the selection of the personal possessive prefixes
are somewhat similar to those’accounting for the selection of subjective

pronominal prefixes by verb stems as discussed in £.3. above,

9.4.2. For the purposes of the selection of the appropriate
phonological shape of the personal possessive prefixes, nouns may be
grouped into the following three noun-stem classes:

1) Consonant-initial stems
2) /a-/-initial stems
3) /u~/-initial stems

These stem classes will be considered in turn below.

9.4.21, Consonant-initial Stems
The large majority of nouns in Mohawk fall into the
class of consorant-initisl stems. These include all nouns which have
been characterized as formal nouns, cortaining a nominal prefix /ka-/
or /o-/.

In combination with the personal possessive prefix, the nominal
prefix /ka-/ or /o-/ is dropped and the possessive prefix then directly
preceeds the consonant-initial stem,

The following set of personal possessive prefixes occurs with
consonant-initial noun stems:

1lst person singular : ake-

2nd person singular - sa-

3rd person singular
masculine - lso-
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feminine/

indefinite ako-~

feminine/

neuter ao-
1st person dusl ukeni-
1st person plural ukwa -
2nd person dual seni-
2nd person plursl sewa-
3rd person dual and

plural

masculine i laoti-

feminine/

indefinite/

neuter aoti~

9.4.211, There is a sub-class of consonant-initial

stems which begin with the consonant /h-/. These noun stems select a
set of personal possessive prefixes which are identicsl to those
selected by other consonant-initial noun stems with the following
exceptions:

1st person singular ak-

9.4 .22,

The second largest group of nouns fall into the
category of /a-/-initial noun stems. These are all nouns which lack
a formal noninal prefix and begin with the phoneme /a-/.

The following set of personal possessive prefixes occurs with

/a=/ =initial noun stems:

1st person singular akw-
2nd person singular : s—
3rd persor singular

masculine lao-
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feminine/
indefinite ako-
feminine/
neuter ao-
1st person dual uky-
1st person plursl ukw-
2nd person dusl J=
2nd person plural sew-
3rd person dual and
plural
masculine laon-
feminine/
indefinite/
neuter ! aon-

The personal possessive prefixes for all 1lst and 2nd person forms
and for 3rd person non-singular forms directly preceed the /a-/ -initial
stem,

In combination with the possessive prefixes for 3rd person

singular forms, the initial /a-/ of the noun stem is dropped.

9.4.23. There are a few nouns which begin with the
phoneme /u-/, The following set of personal possessive prefixes occurs

with this class:

1st person singular ak-
2nd person singular 3 s~
3rd person singular
masculine la-~
feminine/
indefinite aka-
feminine/
neuter s a-
1st person dusl and
plural uk-
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2nd person dual 5 sen-
2nd person plural H sew-

3rd person dusl and

plural
masculine . laon-
feminine/

indefinite/

neuter § aol~-

A1l of these prefixes (including those ending with a vowel /-a/)

preceed the /u-/ initial noun stem,

9.4.3. The following paradigms illustrate the rules for the
selection of personal possessive prefixes and the formation of personal
possessive nouns. Possessive constructions generally contain a
separate personal pronoun which preceeds the possessed noun and indicates

the possessor,

Class I: -nakt- '"bed, place, seat" (see 9.4.21. above)

kanskta "bed, place, seat"

{:2i akenskta? ake nakt a? "it's my bed, place, seat"
{:se sanakta? sa nakt a? "it's your (sg.) bed"
latha laonskta? 1lao nakt a? "it's his bed™

aknUha akonakta®? ako nakt a? "it's her, one's bed"

alha aonikta? ao nakt a? "i{'s her, it's bed"

i:?i akenindkta? akeni nakt a? "it's our (du.) bed"

i:2i akwandkta? akwa nakt a? "it's our (pl.) bed"

i:se senindkta? seni nakt a? "it's your (du.) bed"

i:se sewandkta? sewa nakt a? "it's your (pl.) bed"
lontha laotinAkta? laoti nakt a? "it's their (masc. du., pl.)

bed"
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aoti nakt a?

"it's

their (fem/indef/neuter

du., pl.) bed"

Class II: =-aht- '"shoe" (see 9.L.22. above)
ahta? ""'shoe'

{:71 akwshta? akw aht a? "itts
i:se sAhta? s aht a? "itrs
ladha ladhta? 1ac ht a? mitts
akatha akéhta? aké ht a? nitts
atha adhta? a6 ht a? "it's
{:71 ukyahta? uky aht a? "itts
{:7i ukwshta® ukw aht a? nitrs
{:se jahta? j aht a® Mitts

:se sewahta?

Hy

lontha laonahta?

/. S
onuha aonahta?

Ve
sew aht a?

laon aht a®

B 7
aon aht a?

"it's

"it's

my shoe"

your (sg.) shoe"
his shoe™

her, one's shoe"
her, it's shoe"
our (du,) shoe"
our (pl.) shoe"
your (du.) shoe"
your (pl,) shoe"

their (masc. du.,

pl.) shoe"

' "it's

their (fem/indef/neuter

du., pl.) shoe"

Class III: -ut- '"pail" (see 9.4.23. above)

Qita® Bpaa 1w

{:7i aki:ta? ak d:t a? "it's my pail"

{:se su:ta? s Uit a? "it's your (sg.) pail"
latha lau:ta? la it a® "it's his pail"

akatha akat:ta? aka Uit a? "it's her, one's pail"
atha au:ta® a ust a? "it's her, it's pail"
{:21 ukd:ta? uk U:t a? "it's our (du. pl) pail"

P4 .
i:se senu:ts?

"it' S

your (du.) pail"
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{:se sewu:ta” sew u:t a? "itt's your (pl.) pail"

lonutha laond:ta® laon u:it a? "it's their (masc. du., pl.)
pail"

ontdha aomi:ta? aon u:t a? "it's their (fem/indef/neuter

du., pl.) pail"

9.5. Enumerations
Nouns may also be included in numerical constructions in
order to indicate the number of persons or objects referred to by the

noun,

9.5.1., Numerical constructions for one or two objects are
of two types., The first consists of the following simple syntactic
arrangement :

/numeral/ 4+ /complete noun/

The second type consists of the following morphological ordering
within a single word:

/numerical noun numerical

prefix * stem T suffix/
9.5.11., The separate numerals for "one'" and "two"

are:

/6hska/ ""one"

/tékeni/ "two"

9.5.12. When combined within a word with an inanimate
noun stem, the sppropriate numerical prefixes are:
/ska~/ "singular"
/teka=/ "dua 1"

These numerical prefixes are composed of the following elements:

/s~/ singular numerical component
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/te=/ dual numerical component
/~ka=/ 3rd person feminine/neuter pronominal prefix
The dual numerical component, /te-/, also functions as a verbal
non-modal prefix referred to as "duplicative'" and is discussed in 7.27.

above,

9.5.13. The numerical suffix which follows a noun
stem enumerated for two objects is:
/~ke / dual numerical suffix
In the enumeration of singular nouns, the numerical suffix is

absent,

9.5.14., The following sets of nouns and numerical

constructions illustrate the available alternatives in numerical

formation:
/ohihsela?/ "lamp; light"
/Vhska ohahsela?/ "one lamp, light"
/skahihselah/ one lamp, light"
/tékeni ohahsela?/ "two lamps, lights"
/tekahahsela :ke/ "two lamps, lights"
/kanulisat/ "house"
/¥hska kanuhsa?/ "one house"
/skantthsah/ "one house"
/tékeni kanihsa?/ "two houses"
/tekanihsake/ "two houses"

9.5.2. Numerical constructions for plural, i.e. three or

more, objects have the following syntactic and morphological arrangement:
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/numeral/ + /numerical noun nunerical
prefix stem suffix /

In this construction, a separate numeral word, expressing the
aporopriate number preceeds the numeralized noun which in turn is
made up of a numerical prefix, a noun stem, and a numerical suffix.

The numerical prefix and suffix are the same for all plural nouns,
the particular number being expressed by the appropriate numeral word.
The numerical prefix and suffix are:

/nika-/ plural numerical prefix

/~ke/ plural numerical suffix

The numerical plural prefix /nika-/ is composed of two elements:

/ni-/ plural numerical component

/-ka-/ 3rd person singular feminine/neuter
pronominal prefix

The plural numerical prefix /ni-/ also functions as a verbal non-
modal prefix referred to as "partitive" and is discussed in 7.22,
above,

The plural numerical suffix /-ke/ is identical to the dual
numerical suffix and can therefore more accurately be termed a
"non-singular numerical suffix.,"

The following numerical constructions illustrate the proper
formation:

/&hsv nikantdhsake/ "three houses"

/wisk nikahahsels:ke/ "five lamps, lights"

9.5.3. There are some modifications of the above patterns
for the enumeration of living things. In enumerations, the noun

referring to a person or an animal is preceded by a separate numeralized

noun, If the number of people or animals is plural, i.e. three or more,
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the separate numeralized noun is itself preceded by the appropriste
numeral word, The construction, therefore, is:

(/plural + /numeralized /complete
numeral/) word/ noun,/

The numeralized noun is composed of the following:

/numerical " pronominal noun
prefix prefix * stem/

The nunerical prefixes sre:
/s=/ singular
/te=/ dual
/ni-/ plural
The pronominal prefixes which occur in the numeralized noun refers

to the appropriate 3rd person forms:

/=ha=/ 3rd person masculine singular

/-ye-/ feminine/indefinite singular
/=ka=/ feminine/neuter singular
/~hni-/ masculine dual

/-keni-/ feminine/indef/neuter dual
/=hati-/ masculine plural

/=kuti-/ feminine/indef/neuter plural

A1l of these prononinal prefixes may apply to human beings. The
only one vhich may never apply to non-human animals is the prefix /-ye-/
which only refers to 3rd person feminine/indefinite singular subjects,
all of whom are, by definition, human.

The following paradigm illustrates the numerical constructions
for non-human animsls:

/kané:jot/' "uskie"

/skayi:tah kand:jot/ "one femnle muskie'
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/tekeniyahsv kano:jot/ "two female muskies"
/Absv niku:ti kano:jot/ "three female muskies"
/shay3 :tah kano:jot/ "one male muskie
/tehniyshsv kano:jol/ "two male ruskies"
/4hsv nihs:ti kano:jot/ "three male muskies"

The following paradigms illustrate the numerical constructions
for human teings. (Note that the pronominal prefix within the noun
itself reflects the number of people expressed in accordance with
pronominal prefix rules as discussed in Chapter & above.):

/yeksa 1222/ "small girl"

L/jeys:tah yekss:%a?/ "one small girl"

/tekeniyshsv tekeniksa:?3?/  "two small girls"

/ahsv niku:ti kotiksa®oku:?a/ "three small girls"

/kakss 1222/ "small girl"
/skaya ttah kaksa:727/ "one small girl"
/tekeniyahsv tekenikss:23?/  "two small girls"

/ahsv niku:ti kotiksafoku:?a/ "three small girls"

/1aksa 1222/ "small boy"

/shaya:tah laksa:?a?/ "one small boy"

/tehniyahsv tehniksa:2-7/ "two small boys"
y

/Ahsv niha:ti latiksa®okd:7a/ 'three small boys"

L Ihe numeralized noun /jeya:ta?/, "one female body", contains the

pronominal prefix /je-/ in accordance with morphophonemic rules
whereby /s + y — j/ as discussed in 3,1.13. above.
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APPENDIX *: PARTICLES
The following list contains the most commonly used particles in
Mohawk., The particles are listed alphabetically according to the Mohawk,

(See 2.5.3. above for » discussion of Mohawk particles.)

/A :leh/ ‘again

/=sekv/ because

/226 :1u/ away, far away
/é:soh/  /é:su/ a lot; much
/hanyu/ come on! let's...
/hv:/ yes

/1i:nu/ far

/ise/
/iyAh/

there; over there

no

/iydh tv/ no (emphatic)
/kahnu:/ right here; here
/ka%nu:/ where (is it?); where
/ka/ti'?/ or

/katke/ when

/katkek/ sometime

/kha :1e?/ finally again

/khé :kv/ instead

/khé :1ek/ maybe

Jk{kv/ this; this one
/nékji/ but

/nekwa/ direction; the way

r’d 1 ,'/
/ise nekws,

over there; in that directionj; that way
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/kvh nelwa/ over here; in this direction; this way
/-nu:/ place

/kalinu:/ right here

/thonu:/ right there
/nuiwa?/ riow
/oksat/ hurry up!
/oksak/ right away; immediately
/6:nv/ now; already; good-bye
/o:nv tho:ha?/ it's almost time
/o:nvk/ right away; immediately
/o:ni/ also; too
/shé :ku/ still; more; hello
/seléka/ almost
/sok/ then
/stuzha/ a little bit
/10 :ka/ if
/lokaTnt:wa/ maybe
/to:ske?/ very much
/wahhe?/ 1 guess so! Isn't it?

"Ntest-ce pas?"

/ki? w=hihe?/ that's so; of course; that's the
way it is, isn't it?

Jwa2jek/ later on, after a while (today)
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LIST OF AFFIXES

— —
—a—

ak-

ako-

-akta

20—

aoti-

-at-

-atat-

-37

~-(h)ni-

_(h)s-

2nd person singular objective prefix 6.5.2,
indefinite modal prefix 7.1.2.

lst person sing., personal possessive nominal
prefix 9.4.21,

3rd person sing. feminine/indefinite personal
possessive nominal prefix 9.4.21.

locative nominal suffix: '"near," '"by,"
"next to" 9.3.24.

3rd persor sing. feminine/neuter personal
possessive nominal prefix 9.4.21.

3rd person dual, plural feminine/indefinite/
neuter personal possessive nominal prefix

9l 21,
reflexive prefix 5.2.11.
reciprocal prefix 5.2.,12,
nominal suffix 9.1.3.
future modal prefix 7.1.3.
benefactive I suffix €,3.3,
passive state aspect suffix &,4.34.

characterizer verbal and nominal suffix
'(2‘5‘1’; 903.120

progressive suffix 8,3.5,

3rd person sing. masculine subjective pronominal
prefix 6.3.53;

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
masculine agent/3rd person sing. feminine/neuter
patient 6,6.13.

3rd person dual masculine subjective pronominal
prefix 6.3.62,

2nd person sing., subjective pronominal prefix
&3, 52,

transitive pronominal prefix: 2nd person sing.

agent/3rd person feminine/neuter patient 6.6.12.
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-(h)sakeni- transitive pronominal prefix: lst person
dual agent/3rd person masc. patient 6.6.16.

-(h)sako- transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
masc. agent/3rd person sing. feminine/indefinite
patient and 3rd person non-singular patient

&, 5. 13,

~-(h)sakwa- transitive pronominal prefix: 1lst person plural
agent/3rd person sing. masc, patient 6.6.17.

~(h)se- transitive pronominal prefix: 2nd person sing.
agent/3rd person sing, feminine/indefinite
patient and 3rd person non-sing. patient
6. 6:12,

~(h)sek- transitive pronominal prefix: 2nd person sing.'
agent/lst person sing. patient 6.6.12.

-(h)seni- transitive pronominal prefix: 2nd person dusl
agent/3rd person sing. feminine/neuter patient
6.6.18.

-(h)sewa- transitive pronominal prefix: 2nd person plural
agent/3rd person sing. feminine/neuter patient
6.6.19.

-(h)skeni- transitive pronominagl prefix: 2nd person sing.

agent/lst person dusl patient 6.6.12,;

2nd person dual agent/lst person sing., dual
patient 6,6.18,

-(h)skwa~- transitive pronominal prefix: 2nd person sing. agent/
1st persor plural patient 6.6.12.3; 2nd person dual
agent/lst person plural patient 6.6.1¢.3; 2nd person
plural agent/lst person sing., dual, plural patient
6:6.19,

-(h)sukeni=- transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
masc. sgent/lst person dual patient 6.6.13.

-(h)sukwa~- transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
masc, agent/lst person plural patient 6.6.13.

~ht- causative verbal suffix 8,3.1.

~(h)tsiseni~ transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
masc, agent/2nd person dual patient 6.6.13.

~(li)tsisewa- transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing,
masc, agent/?nd person plural patient 6.6.13.



~(h)ya-

-keni-

~kvha?

~khe~

—ko-

-koti-

-ko 1wa

-ku

-kuwa -

243

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
masc., agent/?nd person sing. patient 6.6.13.

1st person sing., subjective pronominal prefix
603'51‘;

transitive pronominal prefix: 1lst persor sing.
agent/3rd person sing, fem/neuter patient 6.6.11.

continuative suffix 8.3.4,
stative aspect suffix 8.4,33.

3rd person sing. fem/neuter subjective pronominal
prefix 6.3.55.

nominal prefix 9,1.1,

locative nominal suffix: "at," "in," "on," "to"
903.210

non-singular (dual, plural) numerical nominal
suffix 9.,5.13.3 9.5.2.

3rd person dual fem/indef/neuter subjective
pronominal prefix 6.3.63.;

transitive prefix: 1lst person sing. asgent/
2nd person dual patient 6.6.11.

1st person dual agent/2nd person sing., dual
patient 6.6.16.

decessive verbal attributive suffix £.5.2,

transitive pronominal prefix: 1st person sing.,
agent/3rd person sing. fem/indef. patient and
3rd person non-sing. patient 6.6.11.

transitive pronominal prefix: lst person sing.
agent/2nd person sing. patient 6.6.11.

3rd person plural fem/indef/neuter subjective
pronominal prefix 6.3,65.

sugmentative nominal attributive suffix 9,3.11.

locative nominal suffix: "in," "inside"

9. 3. 22,

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/indefinite agent and 3rd person non-sing.
agent/3rd person fem/neuter patient 6.6.14.;
b 6. 20,



~kuwati-

~Kwa -

~kwe?

-lak-

lao-

laoti~

-lati-

~li-

~]o~

~luwa-

~Juwati-

-néha?

-ni-

nika-

-nyu-
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transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/indef, agent and 3rd person non-sing.
agent/3rd person non-sing. non-masc. patient

6.6.14.3 6.6.20,

transitive pronominal prefix: 1lst person sing.,
dual agent/2nd person plural patient 6.6.11.;
6.6.16.

1st person plural agent/2nd person sing, dual,
plural patient 6.6.17.

former past suffix 2.,3.2,

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
masc., agent/lst person sing. patient 6.6,13.

3rd person sing, masc, personal possessive
nominal prefix 9.4.21.

3rd person dusl, plural masc. personal
possessive nominal prefix 9.4.21.

3rd person

643- 614».

transitive pronominal prefix: lst person sing.
agent/3rd person sing. masc. patient 6.6.11.

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
masc. agent/3rd person sing., masc, patient
6.6.133 3rd person sing. fem/neuter agent/3rd
person sing., masc, patient 6.6,15.

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/indef agent and 3rd person non-sing.
agent/3rd person sing., masc, patient
6.6,14.: 5 6.6,20,

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/indef. agent and 3rd person non-sing.
agent/3rd person non-sing. masc, patient
6., 6u1bs § &,5.20,

locative nominal suffix: "at," "in," "on,"
"to' 9.3.21,

Maccording to'" nominal suffix 9,3.3.
partitive prefix 7.2,2.
plural numerical nominal prefix 9.5.2.

distributive suffix 8,3.2.



—-o-

-(C)d:nv
-oku~
~oku:%a?
—-5-

- -

Sa-

-seni-

seni-

—-Sewa—-

Sewns -~

ska-

/
-su:?3?
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3rd person objective pronominal prefix

6.5.2,
nominal prefix 9.1.1.
populative verbal attributive suffix &.5.4.
locative rniominal suffix "Under" 9,3,23.
pluralizer verbal attributive suffix £.5.3.
coincident prefix 7.2,3.
iterative prefix 7.2.8,

serial, progressive active state aspect
suffix 8.4.32,

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/neuter agent/2nd person sing. patient
6.6.15,

2nd person sing., personal possessive nominal
prefix 9,4.21,

2nd person dusl subjective pronominal prefix
6.3.60,;

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/neuter agent/2nd person dual patient
6.6.15.

2nd person dual personal possessive nominal
prefix 9.4.21.

2nd person plural subjective pronominsl
prefix 6.3.61.;

traiisitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/neuter agent/2nd person plural patient
6.6.15,

2nd person plural personal possessive nominal
prefix 9.4.21.

singular numerical nominal prefix 9.5.12,

pluralizer verbal and nominnl attributive
suffix 8,5.3.3 9.3.13.

duplic~tive prefix 7.2,7.

cislocative prefix 7.2.9.



teka-

-teni-

~-tewa-

~th-

~t 5~

-tsiseni-

-tsisewa-

ukeni-

ukwa-

-u?
—w:‘_

-wa k=

~yakeni-

~vakhi-
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negative prefix 7.2.5.
dusl numerical nominal prefix 9.5.12,

1st person dual inclusive subjective pronominal
prefix 6.3.56.

1st person plural inclusive subjective
pronominal prefix 6.,3,58,

contrastive prefix 7.2.4.

transitive pronominal prefix: 2nd person sing.
agent/3rd person sing. masc. patient 6.6.12,

transitive pronominal prefix: 2nd person dual agent/
3rd person sing. masc, patient 6.6.18,

transitive pronominal prefix: 2nd person plural
agent/3rd person sing. masc. patient 6.6.19.

1lst person dual personal possessive nominal
prefix 9.4.21,

1st person plural personal possessive
nominal prefix 9.4.21,

nominal suffix 9.1.3.
lst person objective pronominal prefix 6.5.2,

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/neuter agent/lst person sing. patient
6.6.15,

aorist modal prefix 7.1.1.
translocative prefix 7.2.6.

1st person dual exclusive subjective pronominal
prefix 6.3.57.

transitive pronominal prefix: 1lst person dusl
agent/3rd person sing, fem/neuter patient

6.6.16.

transitive pronominal prefix: 1lst person dual,
plural agent/3rd person sing. fem/indef.
patient and 3rd person non-sing. patient
6.6.16.5 6.6.17.



~yako~-

~yakwa -

-yesa-~

-yetsi-

-yuk_

-yukeni-

-yukhi-

-yukw:a -

-yutat-
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transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/neuter agent/3rd person sing. fem/indef.
patient and 3rd person non-sing. patient 6.6.15.

1st person exclusive subjective pronominal
prefix 6.3.59.

3rd person sing. fem/indef subjective pronominal
prefix 6.3.54.

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/indef agent and 3rd person non-sing.
agent/?nd person sing. patient 6.6.14.;
6. 6. 20,

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/indef agent and 3rd person non-sing.
agent/2nd person dual, plural patient 6.6.1k.;
6.6.20.3 2nd person dual. plural agent/3rd person
sing., fem/indef patient and 3rd person non-sing,
patient 6.6.18,; 6.6.19.

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/neuter agent/3rd person sing. fem/neuter
patient 6.6.15,

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/indef agent and 3rd person non-sing. agent/
1st person sing. patient 6.6.14.; 6.6.20,

transitive prorominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/neuter agent/lst person dual patient
6.6.15.

transitive pronominsl prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/indef agent and 3rd person non-sing. agent/
1st person dual, plural patient 6.6.14.; 6.6.20,

transitive pronominal prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/neuter agent/lst person plural patient 6.6.15.

transitive pronominsl prefix: 3rd person sing.
fem/indef agent and 3rd person non-sing. agent/
3rd person sing. fem/indef patient 6.6.14.;
6.6..20.

active punctual aspect suffix 2,4.31.

nominal suffix 9,1.3.

ambulative verbal suffix £.3.7.

benefactive II suffix ©,3.4.
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